CITY COUNCIL UPDATE

To f ush or n ot t o f

Most people dondédt give a |l ot of thought to was
- items that people take for granted. However, when the system does not work and there is a problem,
~ itds a big one. Sewer backups are messy, exHeren
is some information you need to know about this foul topic.

X The Citybds responsibility is to provide the sewer infr
perform preventative maintenance in order to avoid most sewer backups from happening in the first place. Public Works
jets 20% of the sewer lines each year, which means that each line is jetted at least once every five years. There are
some known problem areas however, which are jetted annually.

X Since the City is providing adequate preventative maintenance (according to our insurance provider), the City is not
liable for damages related to sewer backups caused by someone flushing something that is not allowed, even if the clog
is in the City line and not your personal line. There are circumstances such as tree roots and the failure of infrastructure
that the Cityods insurance policy most |ikely wil!/ c o vfe
the line, not the homeowners line on their property.

X Sewer backups are caused when the sewage collection lines get clogged. These clogs are often caused by tree roots,
fats or greases, paper, feminine sanitary pads or tampons, disposable diapers, cloth, wood, or any other materials that
get caught in the line and plug it up. The only items that should be flushed down the toilet are feces, urine, and toilet
paper. Other drains should only be used to dispose of used water and soaps from washing or cleaning activities.

X An average sewer backup costs around $10,000 and they can be more costly than that depending on the finish of your
lower level. Insurance policies can vary between no coverage or $10,000 in coverage for these incidents. It may be a
good idea to check with your insurance agent i f you do

In short, what you flush matters not only to you as the tax payers responsible for paying for the infrastructure of the City, but as
good neighbors who can prevent someone near you from having an incredibly costly and stressful repair. The last sewer back up
was caused by baby wipes being flushed and could have been prevented. Please think before you flush.

As always, if you have any comments or questions you can contact a City Council Member with the contact information on the
Citybébs website or Brad Mar t e-2366 orad.martenrd@wmnstadins.uist at or at (320

o Every Saturday starting June 8 "

7/ a.m. to Noon

on Winsted Avenue
(between Holy Trinity Church & School)

For questions, or vendor registration, contact Glenn Weibel at (320)485558



mailto:brad.martens@winsted.mn.us

Winsted Fire Department
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THURSDAY, JUNE

i 5 p.m.to 9 p.m. :
Winstock Grounds & Winsted Fire Hali

TICKETS: r.ﬂ
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Please Keep
Grass Clippings & Leaves
Off City Streets

With the return of spring and

summer, Winsted residents are

busy with yard work again.

Because of this, the City of

Winsted would like to remind you

thaNO GRASS CLIPPINGS OR
LEAVES CAN BE BLOWN ONTO THE ¢

These materials clog storm drains, whict
flooding. Winsted Ordifd? et @vs the City
to charge $150.00 per hour for street sw
services to clean areas where residents
owners have blown their clippings or lea
street.

Please contact the City of Winsted Publi
Department at (32P)#85you have any
questions. Thank you for your cooperati
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