
 1 

City of Winsted 
City Council Meeting 
Council Chambers 
Wednesday, January 8, 2025 
6:00 p.m. 
 
Present:  Council Member Jeff Albers 
   Council Member Jessie Cafferty 

Council Member Elect Tim Fury 
Council Member Elect Matt Wroge 

   Mr. Tom Ollig 
   
Staff Present:  Mr. Neil Schlagel, City Administrator 
   Ms. Raquel Kirchoff, City Clerk-Treasurer 
    
1) Council Member Albers called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

a) The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
b) Oath of Office – Newly Elected Officials 

Ms. Raquel Kirchoff, City Clerk-Treasurer, conducted the Oath of Office for: 
 

 Mr. Jeff Albers, Mayor 
 Mr. Tim Fury, Council Member 
 Mr. Matt Wroge, Council Member 

 
2) Consent Agenda 

 
a) Approval of Minutes 

Approved the minutes of the following: 

 City Council Work Session – November 6, 2024 
 City Council Regular Meeting – November 6, 2024 
 Special Closed City Council Meeting – November 19, 2024 
 City Council Work Session – November 19, 2024 
 City Council Regular Meeting – November 19, 2024  
 City Council Work Session – December 3, 2024 
 City Council Regular Meeting – December 3, 2024 
 City Council Work Session – December 17, 2024 
 City Council Regular Meeting – December 17, 2024 

 
b) Resolution R-25-01 – Declaration of a City Council Vacancy 

Adopted Resolution R-25-01, declaring the vacancy of a City Council Member seat, effective 
January 8, 2025, with a term that expires December 31, 2026.   
 

c) 2025 Appointments  
Approved the City of Winsted’s 2025 official appointments. 
 

d) City Attorney Proposal – Melchert, Hubert, Sjodin, Attorneys at Law 
Authorized the City Administrator to execute a City Attorney Proposal with Melchert, Hubert, 
Sjodin, Attorneys at Law. 
 

e) Resolution R-25-02 - Winsted Volunteer Fire Department 
Adopted Resolution R-25-02 to accept a donation from Michael and Beth Baumann for the 
Winsted Volunteer Fire Department in the amount of $100.00 to be dedicated toward the Winsted 
Volunteer Fire Department Capital Improvement Fund.  

f) Resolution R-25-03 – Winsted Volunteer Fire Department Relief Association – Gambling 
Contribution  
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Adopted Resolution R-25-03, accepting a contribution from gambling proceeds from the Winsted 
Volunteer Fire Department Relief Association in the amount of $75,000 to be dedicated toward 
the Winsted Volunteer Fire Department’s Capital Improvement Plan. 

g) Pay Equity Implementation Report   
Authorized the Mayor and City staff to submit the Pay Equity Implementation Report for the City 
of Winsted to the State of Minnesota.  

 
h) Resignation – Winsted Volunteer Fire Department 

Accepted the voluntary resignation of Mr. James Nelson from the Winsted Volunteer Fire 
Department, effective December 26, 2024. 
 

i) Claims  
Approved the claims list for January 8, 2025. 

j) Resolution R-25-04 - Winsted Municipal Airport – State Grant Agreement – Clear Zone 
Acquisition Plan (CZAP) 
Adopted Resolution R-25-04, authorizing the Mayor and City Administrator to execute Minnesota 
Department of Transportation (MnDOT) Office of Aeronautics Grant Agreement No. 1058740, for 
State Project No. A4306-42 at the Winsted Municipal Airport for a Clear Zone Acquisition Plan 
(CZAP). 
 
Council Member Fury motioned to adopt the Consent Agenda.  Council Member Cafferty 
seconded the motion. Motion carried 4-0. 

3) No Public Hearings 
 

4) No Old Business 

5) New Business 
a) City Council Appointment and Oath of Office – Mr. Tom Ollig 

Mr. Neil Schlagel, City Administrator, stated that as part of the Consent Agenda, the vacancy of 
Council Member Albers’ position was recognized due to his election as Mayor.  Minnesota State 
Statute allows the City Council to appoint a City Council Member for a term that is less than two 
(2) years. 

 
Mr. Tom Ollig has been a City Council Member for many years and is willing to fill the vacancy.  
The City Council Members agree with Mr. Ollig filling the vacancy.   

   
Council Member Fury motioned to appoint Mr. Tom Ollig, an eligible City of Winsted 
resident, to fill a vacant City Council seat with a term expiring December 31, 2026, and 
authorized the City Clerk-Treasurer to conduct the Oath of Office for Mr. Ollig.  Council 
Member Cafferty seconded the motion.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 
Ms. Kirchoff conducted the Oath of Office for Mr. Ollig, City Council Member. 

 
6) No Open Forum  

7)  City Administrator and Announcements 
 
Mr. Schlagel reviewed the following items with the City Council Members. 

• Mr. Christophe Morschen, attorney from Melchert, Hubert, and Sjodin, PLLP was introduced. 
• City Offices will be closed on January 20, 2025 in honor of Martin Luther King Junior. 
• Former Mayor Steve Stotko will be recognized for his service at the January 21, 2025 City Council 

Meeting, to be followed by a reception that is open to the public. 
 

8) Adjourn 
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Mayor Albers adjourned the City Council Meeting at 6:15 p.m. 
 

                            
                               
 
____________________________________ 
Jeff Albers 
City Council Member 
City of Winsted 
 
 

ATTEST: 
 
____________________________________ 
Raquel Kirchoff, CMC 
City Clerk-Treasurer 
City of Winsted 
 

 

 Jeff Albers 

Raquel Kirchoff  
 


