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City of Winsted 
City Council Meeting 
Council Chambers 
Tuesday, March 19, 2024 
6:00 p.m. 
 
Present:  Mayor Steve Stotko 
   Council Member Jeff Albers 
   Council Member Jesse Cafferty 
   Council Member Tom Ollig 
 
Absent:   Council Member Steve Ebert 
   
Staff Present:  Mr. Neil Schlagel, City Administrator 

Ms. Raquel Kirchoff, City Clerk-Treasurer 
   Mr. Justin Heldt, Police Chief 
 
1) Mayor Stotko called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

a) The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 

2) Consent Agenda 
 
a) Approval of Minutes 

Approved the minutes of the following: 

 City Council Work Session – March 6, 2024 
 City Council Regular Meeting – March 6, 2024 

 
b) R-24-07 - Winsted Municipal Airport – State Equipment Grant Agreement for Mower Purchase 

 
Adopted Resolution R-24-07, authorizing the Mayor and City Administrator to execute Minnesota 
Department of Transportation (MnDOT) Office of Aeronautics Grant Agreement for Airport Improvement 
Excluding Land Acquisition, No. 1056465, for the purchase of a mower and related equipment for the 
Winsted Municipal Airport. 
 

c) Market Compensation Study – Flaherty & Hood P.A.  
 

Authorized the City Administrator to execute a quote for a Market Compensation Study with Flaherty and 
Hood, P.A., for an amount not to exceed $4,000.00. 
 

d) Sanitary Sewer System Cleaning and Televising 

Authorized the City Administrator to execute a quote with Ritter & Ritter, Incorporated Sewer Service for 
sanitary sewer cleaning and televising in the City of Winsted, for an amount not to exceed $26,203.25. 
 

e) Resolution R-24-08 – Winsted Volunteer Fire Department Relief Association – Gambling Contribution  
 
Adopted Resolution R-24-08 to accept a contribution from gambling proceeds from the Winsted Volunteer 
Fire Department Relief Association in the amount of $2,500.00 to be dedicated to the City of Winsted Park 
Fund. 
 

f) Dance Permit – The Blue Note 
Approved a Dance Permit for the Blue Note Ballroom, 320-3rd Street South, for the Pre-Winstock Rumble 
event on Saturday, April 20, 2024. 

g) Security Bank & Trust Company – Pledged Securities 
Approved the Pledged Securities that Security Bank & Trust Company has purchased for the City of Winsted 
for the month of February, 2024. 

h) Building Permit Report – February, 2024 
Approved the Building Permit Report for the month of February, 2024.   
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i) Financial Report – January, 2024 
Approved the financial report for the month of January, 2024. 

j) Claims  
Approved the claims list for March 19, 2024. 

k) Church of the Holy Trinity Agreement – 2024 Winstock Country Music Festival  
Authorized the Mayor and City Clerk-Treasurer to execute an agreement with Church of the Holy Trinity to 
provide City services and other considerations for the 2024 Winstock Country Music Festival.  

l) Winstock Country Music Festival - Large Assembly Permit  
Approved the McLeod County Large Assembly Permit for Holy Trinity’s Winstock Country Music Festival on 
June 13, 14, 15, and 16, 2024.  

 
Council Member Ollig motioned to adopt the Consent Agenda.  Council Member Albers seconded the 
motion. Council Member Ollig abstained from voting on item “g) Security Bank & Trust Company – 
Pledged Securities”.  Motion carried 4-0. 

3) No Public Hearings 

4) No Old Business 

5) New Business 

a) R-24-09 - Site Plan Review – Tetra Pak Processing Equipment, Inc. 
Mr. Neil Schlagel, City Administrator, stated that Tetra Pak, 801 Kingsley Street South, has in the past 
submitted different variations of adding a parking lot.  The current plan is to add the lot to the south of their 
facility.  The plan was reviewed by the Planning Commission on March 11, 2024 where it was unanimously 
approved by the Planning Commission Members. Resolution R-24-09 approves the plan as long as the 
conditions listed within the resolution are met. 
 
Council Member Ollig motioned to adopt Resolution R-24-09, approving the Site Plan for a parking lot 
expansion along with all of the necessary grading, paving, curb and gutter, stormwater management, 
landscaping, lighting and any additional components, if needed, for Tetra Pak Processing 
Equipment, Incorporated, located at 801 Kingsley Street South.  Council Member Cafferty seconded 
the motion.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 
b) Resolution R-24-10 - Local Trails Connection Program Grant 

Mr. Schlagel stated that the City is considering an extension of a trail from Baker Avenue to McLeod Avenue 
to connect the trail system to Hainlin Park when the County State Aid Highway (C.S.A.H) 1 project occurs.  
City staff request that the City Council adopt Resolution R-24-10 to apply for grant funds for this extension.   
 
Council Member Cafferty motioned to adopt Resolution R-24-10, supporting the Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Local Trails Connection Program grant application for the 
County State Aid Highway (C.S.A.H.) 1 Trail Project.  Council Member Albers seconded the motion.  
Motion carried 4-0. 
 

c) Winsted Municipal Airport (10D) – Snow Removal Equipment (SRE) Acquisition 
Mr. Schlagel stated that the City must advertise for bids again for the SRE because of an error made by the 
bidder most likely to meet the Federal Aviation Association (FAA) requirements for the SRE when submitting 
an online bid for the recent bid opening. 
  
Council Member Albers motioned to approve plans and specifications and authorize Bolton and 
Menk, Incorporated, to advertise for bids for the Snow Removal Equipment (SRE) Acquisition project 
at the Winsted Municipal Airport (10D).  Council Member Ollig seconded the motion.  Motion carried 
4-0. 
 

d) O-24-01 – Annexation Amendments 
Mr. Schlagel stated that the State of Minnesota notified the City that Ordinance O-23-05 must be amended 
because it included land that was already within city limits.  He continued by stating that Annexation Area 3 
will also be removed until a better parcel description of that area can be obtained. 
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Council Member Ollig motioned to adopt Ordinance O-24-01, amending Ordinance O-23-05 to add 
language regarding land already within the City in Annexation Area 1, to remove language in 
Annexation Area 2, and to remove Annexation Area 3.  Council Member Albers seconded the motion.  
Motion carried 4-0. 
 

6) Organization Report 
a) McLeod County Food Shelf 

Ms. Carrie Lewis, Executive Director, McLeod County Food Shelf, provided a report to the City Council 
Members to include the following: 
 
• The items most needed list and the 2023 fact sheet that were provided to the City Council were reviewed. 
• A major increase in the amount of service provided has occurred in the past three (3) years.  The Food 

Shelf is requesting donations and support to continue to meet the need.  Cash donations received in the 
month of March receive a match from the food fund, so people are encouraged to donate in March. 

• A $1.00 donation equals approximately ten (10) pounds of food.  Ms. Lewis described the ways that 
people may donate. 

• Ninety-six percent (96%) of donations received are used for the grocery distribution program. 
• Support from retailers/food rescue resources like Coborns, Target, Kwik Trip, etcetera provides seventy-

five percent (75%) of the food distributed. 
• Three hundred ninety-three (393) people, or approximately eighteen percent (18%) of Winsted’s 

population, are served from the Food Shelf’s mobile distribution program. 
• 714,000 pounds of food was distributed by the McLeod County Food Shelf in 2023. 
• The year 2023 averaged five (5) days of food per person, per visit. 
• Full grocery trips are allowed for users once per month, with once per week visits for produce and bakery 

goods also allowed. 
• The McLeod County Food Shelf has served McLeod County residents for forty (40) years. 
• The Food Shelf has five (5) staff members and approximately ninety (90) volunteers that serve. 

 
Council Member Albers stated that he is a Board of Directors Member for the McLeod County Food Shelf.  He 
wants Winsted to hear about the great need that McLeod County has for this service and the work that the 
Food Shelf does to fulfill that need.   

 
The City Council Members thanked the McLeod County Food Shelf for their work for its residents in need. 

 
7) No Open Forum 

 
8) City Administrator Updates and Announcements 

• Mr. Schlagel stated that the City’s auditors have been on site this week.  He thanked Ms. Raquel Kirchoff, 
City Clerk-Treasurer, and the Administration staff for their work during the audit. 

 
9) Adjourn 
 

Council Member Albers motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Council Member Cafferty seconded the 
motion.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 
 
 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:22 p.m. 

              
 
 

 
____________________________________ 
Steve Stotko 
Mayor 
City of Winsted 
 
 

   Steve Stotko 
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ATTEST: 
 
____________________________________ 
Raquel Kirchoff, CMC 
City Clerk-Treasurer 
City of Winsted 
 

 
 

 

Raquel Kirchoff  
 


