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City of Winsted 
City Council Work Session 
Lewis Room 
Tuesday, April 16, 2024 
5:30 p.m. 
 
Present: Mayor Steve Stotko 
 Council Member Jeff Albers 
 Council Member Jesse Cafferty 
 Council Member Tom Ollig 
 
Absent: Council Member Steve Ebert 
 
Staff Present: Mr. Neil Schlagel, City Administrator 
 Ms. Raquel Kirchoff, City Clerk-Treasurer 
 Mr. Chris Bahr, Maintenance Supervisor 
 
Also Present: Mr. Josh Eckstein, Bolton and Menk, Incorporated 
 

I. Call to Order 
 

Mayor Stotko called the Work Session to order at 5:30 p.m.  
 

II. Northgate Circle - Drainage 
 
Mr. Neil Schlagel, City Administrator, stated that Mr. Mark Olson, 615 Northgate Circle, Winsted, Minnesota 
contacted him in the fall of 2023 regarding his yard not draining and a catch basin in his back yard.  Bolton and 
Menk, Incorporated, and City staff have been onsite to view the area, and thought that the basin was not the City’s 
equipment.  
 
Mr. Schlagel stated that Mr. Olson recently had Litzau Excavating at his property and it was found that the catch 
basin runs to one of the City’s catch basins.   
 
Mr. Olson described the drainage problems experienced in his and neighboring yards and the multiple times he 
contacted the City to relay the problems  He continued by stating that when Litzau Excavating was at his property 
they pumped the water out of the basin.  When the water was pumped out, Litzau found that at the bottom of the 
basin there are four (4) tiles; three (3) of which come in, and the fourth (4th) that is supposed to go out which is not 
working.  After the water was pumped out, the three (3) tiles that come in were still bringing water to the basin after 
a small rainfall amount. 
 
Mr. Josh Eckstein, Bolton and Menk, Incorporated described why the structure did not appear to be a structure that 
a municipality would install and gave examples of what the structure could be to include field tile that was there at 
the time of development that may have been connected to the City’s system.   
 
The City Council Members discussed the history of the neighborhood development and what the next steps are to 
determine what the problem is.  Mr. Eckstein recommended that parts of the area need to be either jetted or augered 
by a contractor to see if any blockage can be cleared.  If blockage cannot be cleared, this work will help get the 
area to the point where it may be televised which could help determine what the problem is.  Then options for repair 
may be reviewed. 
 
Mr. Eckstein recommended that the City should also consider mapping the lines and easements. Currently, no 
maps are showing where the water that is coming in is from.  Mr. Bahr stated that it could be possible that sump 
pumps are bringing water to that structure. 
 
The City Council Members directed City staff to contact a contractor that has the equipment to jet or auger the 
needed area and to work toward determining what the problem is.   
 

III. Other 

IV. Adjourn 
 
Council Member Ollig motioned to adjourn the Work Session.  Council Member Albers seconded the 
motion.  Motion carried 4-0. 
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The Work Session adjourned at 5:58 p.m.           
                               
 
 

 
____________________________________ 
Steve Stotko 
Mayor 
City of Winsted 
 
 

ATTEST: 
 
____________________________________ 
Raquel Kirchoff, CMC 
City Clerk-Treasurer 
City of Winsted 
 

 

    Steve Stotko 

Raquel Kirchoff  
 


