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City of Winsted 
City Council Meeting 
Council Chambers 
Tuesday, April 18, 2023 
6:00 p.m. 
 
Present:  Mayor Steve Stotko 
   Council Member Jeff Albers 
   Council Member Jesse Cafferty 
   Council Member Steve Ebert 
   Council Member Tom Ollig 
   
Staff Present:  Mr. Adam Birkholz, Interim City Administrator 
   Ms. Raquel Kirchoff, City Clerk-Treasurer 
   Mr. Justin Heldt. Police Chief 
   Mr. Daniel Moonen – Police Officer 
 
1) Mayor Stotko called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

a) The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 

b) Oath of Office – Winsted Police Officer, Daniel Moonen 
 
Mayor Steve Stotko administered the Oath of Office to Mr. Daniel Moonen, Winsted Police Officer. 
 

2) Consent Agenda 
 
a) Approval of Minutes 

Approved the minutes of the following: 

• City Council Work Session – March 7, 2023 
• City Council Regular Meeting – March 7, 2023 

 
b) Temporary On-Sale Liquor License – Holy Trinity – Winstock Country Music Festival 

Approved a one (1) to four (4) day Temporary On-Sale Liquor License for the Church of the Holy 
Trinity’s Winstock Country Music Festival scheduled for June 15, 16, and 17, 2023 at the 
Winstock Grounds, 230th Street, Winsted, Minnesota. 
 

c) Application for Exempt Permit – Winsted Baseball Association, Inc. 
Approved an Application for Exempt Permit, submitted by the Winsted Baseball Association, 
Incorporated, to conduct a raffle on July 23, 2023, at Denis M. Campbell Field, 535 Andy Avenue 
West, Winsted, Minnesota, contingent upon the organization providing all necessary 
documentation to the State of Minnesota Gambling Control Board. 
 

d) Road Closure – 2nd Street North – May 13, 2022 
 Authorized the closure of 2nd Street North, between Albert Avenue and Fairlawn Avenue, on 

Thursday, May 25, 2023, from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. in conjunction with the Winsted Elementary 
Grandparent’s Day celebration.  

 
e) Wage Modifications – Part-Time Police Officers 
 

Authorized wage modifications for Part Time Police Officers in the City of Winsted, placing Robert 
J. Cripps and Joshua Fahey at Step 2; and Tyler Bruns and Bart Kothman at Step 3 of the 2023 
Part-Time Compensation Plan.   

 
f) Security Bank & Trust Company – Pledged Securities 

Approved the Pledged Securities that Security Bank & Trust Company has purchased for the City 
of Winsted for the month of March, 2023. 

g) Building Permit Report – March, 2023 



 2 

Approved the Building Permit Report for the month of March, 2023.   

h) Financial Report – February, 2023 
 Approved the financial report for the month of February, 2023. 

i) Claims  
 Approved the claims list for April 18, 2023. 

Council Member Ollig motioned to adopt the Consent Agenda.  Council Member Albers 
seconded the motion. Council Member Ollig abstained from voting on item “f) Security 
Bank & Trust Company – Pledged Securities”.  Motion carried 5-0. 

3) No Public Hearings 

4) No Old Business 

5) New Business 
a) County Road 5 Extension Project – Wetland Replacement Plan 

Mr. Adam Birkholz, Interim City Administrator, stated that this item on the agenda is another step 
in the City’s efforts to get County State Aid Highway (CSAH) 5 extended through the Industrial 
Park.   
 
Mr. Josh Eckstein, Bolton and Menk, Incorporated, stated that a wetland bank credits application 
was submitted to mitigate impacts that will occur as part of the CSAH 5 extension.  One (1) 
comment was received during the application process; there is a bank that is closer in proximity 
to the City’s project.  The City is required to purchase from this closer bank, versus the bank that 
was initially applied for.  Mr. Eckstein stated that there is a slight credit price increase in this bank, 
of approximately $10,400.00 for the City’s portion of the cost of the credits.  He continued by 
stating that the price is still below what was budgeted for these credits. 
 
Mr. Eckstein stated that a total of 3.88 credits are proposed to be purchased from wetland bank 
1768 instead of 1776 for a total price of $338,700.72.   
 
Council Member Albers motioned to cancel the previous purchase agreement with 
Wetland Bank 1776 and authorize the Interim City Administrator to execute an agreement 
to purchase Wetland Credits from Wetland Bank 1768 for the County State Aid Highway 
(CSAH) 5 Extension Project and further authorize a payment for the purchase in the 
amount of $338,700.72 and the payment of fees in the amount of $8,900.72, resulting in the 
City’s portion of the project cost share to equal $60,966.13.   Council Member Ebert 
seconded the motion.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

b) Winsted Municipal Airport – Entitlement Repayment Agreement  
Mr. Birkholz stated that as part of the planning process for the Winsted Municipal Airport and as 
part of the Capital Equipment Plan, the City is recommending purchase of snow removal 
equipment in 2023.  He continued by stating that project costs are higher than anticipated due to 
requirements of Buy American, which need to be met for federal funding.  The increased cost is 
higher than the City’s entitlement funds of approximately $348,000.00, so the City is seeking to 
borrow $150,000.00 of federal entitlement funds from the City of Pine River to be repaid in 2024.   
 
Council Member Cafferty motioned to authorize the Interim City Administrator to execute 
an agreement between the City of Winsted and Pine River, Minnesota, for the transfer of 
$150,000.00 of Federal Entitlement dollars to the Winsted Municipal Airport in 2023, and 
authorize a repayment of the loan in 2024.  Council Member Ollig seconded the motion.  
Motion carried 5-0.   
 

c) Purchase Agreement – 121 Baker Avenue East   
 
Mr. Birkholz stated that the City previously entered into an agreement for the purchase of 121 
Bake Avenue East with a different entity in 2022.  That entity was not able to meet the obligations 
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of the agreement, so the City received the property back.  Since that time, the Economic 
Development Authority (EDA) has been discussing how to move forward with the property again, 
and has recommended entering into an agreement with Mr. Frank Bayerl for purchase of the 
property. 
 
Mr. Birkholz stated that the proposed purchase agreement is very similar to the previous 
agreement between the City and the previous property owner.  He continued by stating that 
demolition and abatement of blighted conditions must be completed within a certain timeframe; if 
these obligations cannot be met, the City would receive the property back.    
 
Council Member Ollig motioned to authorize the Interim City Administrator and City 
Attorney to negotiate a purchase agreement with Mr. Frank Bayerl for the sale of real 
estate at 121 Baker Avenue East in Winsted, Minnesota and that said purchase agreement 
be signed within 45 days or is null and void.  Council Member Ebert seconded the motion.  
Motion carried 5-0. 
 

6) Organization Report 

a)  McLeod County Commissioner 

Mr. Nathan Schmalz, McLeod County Commissioner District 1, and Ms. Sheila Murphy, McLeod 
County Administrator, provided information regarding McLeod County to include the following: 
 Listed the cities and townships included within District 1 
 Reviewed the “McLeod County Update – March 2023” provided to the City Council Members 

to include information about: 
• McLeod County Elected Official and Department Heads 
• Board of Appeal and Equalization and Truth-in-Taxation Meetings 
• Drainage Projects 
• American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Update 
• Property Valuations 
• New Department Heads/Staff Changes 
• Glencoe Transportation Service Truck Station 
• 2023-2024 Construction Projects 

 
The City Council Members thanked Mr. Schmalz and Ms. Murphy for their attendance and 
information and stated they appreciate the relationship that the City has with McLeod County. 

 
7) Open Forum 

 
Mr. Chad Benda expressed interest in submitting a proposal for 121 Baker Avenue East if the 
opportunity exists again for the property. 
 

8)   City Administrator and Announcements 
 
Mr. Birkholz provided an update regarding the proposed residential development in Grass Lake 
Farms. 

 
9)   Adjourn 
  

Council Member Ebert motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Council Member Albers seconded 
the motion.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 
 
 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:48 p.m. 

 

 

____________________________________ 

 

   Steve Stotko 
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Steve Stotko 
Mayor 
City of Winsted 
 
 

ATTEST: 
 
____________________________________ 
Raquel Kirchoff, CMC 
City Clerk-Treasurer 
City of Winsted 
 

 

Raquel Kirchoff  
 


