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City of Winsted 
Special City Council Meeting 
Council Chambers 
Tuesday, April 18, 2023 
1:15 p.m. 
 
Present:  Mayor Steve Stotko  
   Council Member Jeff Albers 
   Council Member Jesse Cafferty 
   Council Member Steve Ebert 
   Council Member Tom Ollig 
 
Staff Present:  Mr. Adam Birkholz, Interim City Administrator 
   Ms. Raquel Kirchoff, City Clerk-Treasurer 
 
Also Present:  Ms. Liza Donabauer, David Drown Associates   
           
1) Mayor Stotko called the meeting to order at 1:15 p.m. 
 
 a)     The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
2) Interviewing Finalists for the City Administrator Position 
 
 Mayor Stotko stated that the purpose of the Special City Council Meeting was to interview four (4) finalists 

for the City of Winsted’s vacant City Administrator position. 
 
 a) Mr. Reece Bertholf 
 
  Mr. Reece Bertholf was introduced. 
 
  The City Council asked Mr. Bertholf a series of interview questions. 
 
  Mr. Bertholf addressed the City Council and asked them questions regarding the City of 

 Winsted and the City Administrator position. 
 
 b) Mr. Joe Rotz 
 
  Mr. Joe Rotz was introduced. 
 
  The City Council asked Mr. Rotz a series of interview questions. 
 
  Mr. Rotz addressed the City Council and asked them questions regarding the City of Winsted 

 and the City Administrator position. 
 

c) Ms. Rozlyn Tousignant 
 
  Ms. Rozlyn Tousignant was introduced. 
 
  The City Council asked Ms. Tousignant a series of interview questions. 
 

Ms. Tousignant addressed the City Council and asked them questions regarding the City of 
Winsted and the City Administrator position. 
 

d) Mr. Neil Schlagel 
 
  Mr. Neil Schlagel was introduced. 
 
  The City Council asked Mr. Schlagel a series of interview questions. 
 

Mr. Schlagel addressed the City Council and asked them questions regarding the City of Winsted 
and the City Administrator position. 
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3) Direction to Offer City Administrator Position 
 
 Ms. Liza Donabauer, David Drown Associates, presented the City Council Members with comments 

received from City staff after they had lunch and brief interviews with each of the candidates. 
 
 The City Council Members wrote their first and second choice of candidates and gave them to Ms. 

Donabauer, who tallied and provided the results. 
 
 The City Council Members and City staff presented their views on the candidates that received votes. 

 
Council Member Ebert motioned to extend an offer for the position of City Administrator for the 
City of Winsted to Mr. Reece Bertholf.  Council Member Ollig seconded the motion.  Motion carried 
4-1.  Council Member Cafferty opposed.   
 
The City Council Members discussed and agreed to appoint Council Members Albers and Ebert, Mr. 
Birkholz, and Ms. Kirchoff as members of the negotiating committee to work with Ms. Donabauer on initial 
negotiations of employment terms.  Ms. Donabauer stated that the desire is to have negotiations 
completed within one (1) to three (3) days from this date, so that a formal employment agreement is 
drafted for consideration of approval at a future City Council Meeting.   
 
Ms. Donabauer stated that the salary range advertised for the position was $85,520.00 to $122,527.00.  
She asked if there was a maximum salary to stay under during negotiations.  The City Council Members 
stated they would not be comfortable with paying a salary higher than the past City Administrator in order 
to stay within the City’s budget.   
 
Ms. Donabauer stated that the negotiating committee would meet for a short meeting immediately 
following this meeting. 
 

4) Adjournment 
 

Council Member Ollig motioned to adjourn.  Council Member Albers seconded the motion.  
 Motion  carried 5-0. 
 
  
The meeting was adjourned at 5:13 p.m. 
 

 
____________________________________ 
Steve Stotko 
Mayor 
City of Winsted 
 
 

ATTEST: 
 
____________________________________ 
Raquel Kirchoff, CMC 
City Clerk-Treasurer 
City of Winsted 
 

 

Raquel Kirchoff  
 

  
 Steve Stotko 


