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City of Winsted 
City Council Meeting 
Council Chambers 
Tuesday, May 7, 2024 
6:00 p.m. 
 
Present:  Mayor Steve Stotko 
   Council Member Jeff Albers 
   Council Member Jesse Cafferty 
   Council Member Tom Ollig 
 
Staff Present:  Mr. Neil Schlagel, City Administrator 

Ms. Raquel Kirchoff, City Clerk-Treasurer 
   Mr. Justin Heldt, Police Chief 
 
1) Mayor Stotko called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

a) The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
Mayor Stotko requested, and those in attendance observed, a moment of silence in remembrance of 
former Council Member Steve Ebert who recently passed away. 
 

2) Consent Agenda 
 
a) Police Department Squad Vehicle and Equipment Purchase Agreement 

Declared a 2018 Ford Explorer Sport Utility Vehicle (SUV) and Equipment as surplus equipment and 
eligible for sale, as recommended by the Police Chief, and authorized the Mayor and City Clerk-
Treasurer to execute an agreement with the City of Lester Prairie, Minnesota, for the sale and delivery 
of same in accordance with the terms and conditions of the agreement, for a total purchase price of 
$10,000.00.  

b) Land Lease Agreement – M & N Structures, Incorporated 
Authorized the City Administrator to execute a land lease with M & N Structures, Incorporated, to rent 
land adjacent to the property with Identification No. 21.066.0010 in the amount of $1,200.00 and 
expiring December 31, 2024, for material handling purposes. 

 
c) Winsted Municipal Airport Land Lease Agreement Termination – Hangar Number Nineteen (19) 
 Terminated the Land Lease Agreement between the City of Winsted and Mr. Randy Stodola and Mr. 

David Carmein for hangar number nineteen (19) at the Winsted Municipal Airport.  
 
d) Winsted Municipal Airport Land Lease Agreement – Hangar Number Nineteen (19) 

Approved the Land Lease Agreement between the City of Winsted and Mr. Jeffrey Solum for hangar 
number nineteen (19) at the Winsted Municipal Airport based upon the successful submission of all 
required documents and fees to the City of Winsted. 

 
e) Resolution R-24-14 – Winsted Volunteer Fire Department & Winsted Police Department – 

Donations 

 Adopted Resolution R-24-14, accepting a donation from Security Bank & Trust Co. on behalf the 
Bernice D. Aritt Estate, in the amount of $10,000.00, to be dedicated to the Winsted Volunteer Fire 
Department’s Capital Improvement Plan and the Winsted Police Department’s Capital Improvement 
Plan. 

 
f) Resolution R-24-15 – Winsted Police Department – Donation 
 Adopted Resolution R-24-15, accepting a donation of three (3) custom-made active shooter gear bags 

from Atomic Tarp LLC, to be dedicated to the Winsted Police Department. 
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g) 2024 Tour de Tonka – Special Event Permit 
 Approved a bicycle ride sponsored by Tour de Tonka on Saturday, August 3, 2024, on designated 

streets and routes within the city limits, as approved by the Winsted Police Chief, and authorized a rest 
stop for the event in the parking area at Denis M. Campbell Field.  

h) Liquor Licenses 

Approved the Off Sale, On Sale, and Sunday Liquor Licenses from July 1, 2024 through June 30, 2025 
for the following:  

 Aleksey Holdings, LLC / The Corner Bar, 111-1st Street North  
 J & N Schlagel Enterprises II / The Blue Note, 320-3rd Street North 
 Hussong’s Liquor, 132-6th Street North – Off Sale Only  

 
Approved the Liquor, Wine, Club or 3.2% License from July 1, 2024 through June 30, 2025 and waived 
the fee for said license for the Winsted Baseball Association, Incorporated/Winsted Wildcats at Denis M. 
Campbell Field. 

Approved the 3.2% Off Sale Liquor License from July 1, 2024 through June 30, 2025 for Casey’s 
General Store #1673, 240-6th Street North.  

i) Licenses to Sell Tobacco Products and Tobacco Related Devices  

Approved licenses to sell Tobacco Products and Tobacco-Related Devices from July 1, 2024 through 
June 30, 2025 for the following:  

 Casey’s General Store #1673, 240-6th Street North  
 DG Retail, LLC / Dollar General #15046, 200-6th Street South 
 Hussong’s Liquor, 132-6th Street North  
 J & N Schlagel Enterprises II / The Blue Note Ballroom, 320-3rd Street South 
 

j) Appointment – Winsted Volunteer Fire Department – Fire Secretary 
Appointed Ms. Lori Quast to the position of Fire Secretary with the Winsted Volunteer Fire Department 
with a term expiring December 31, 2025. 
 

k) Claims  
Approved the claims list for May 7, 2024. 

 Council Member Ollig motioned to adopt the Consent Agenda as presented.  Council Member 
Albers seconded the motion.   

Council Member Albers asked if the purchaser of the hangar in “Item d. Winsted Municipal Airport Land 
Lease Agreement – Hangar Number Nineteen (19)” owns and flies an airplane that he will keep in the 
hangar.   

Ms. Raquel Kirchoff, City Clerk-Treasurer, stated that the Winsted Municipal Airport Policy includes 
regulations about airplane storage in Winsted hangars; however, at the time of sale of a hangar, it is not 
known if the purchaser has an airplane stored in the hangar. 

Council Member Albers opposed “Item c. Winsted Municipal Airport Land Lease Agreement 
Termination – Hangar Number Nineteen (19)” and “Item d. Winsted Municipal Airport Land Lease 
Agreement – Hangar Number Nineteen (19)”. Motion carried 3-1.   

3) No Public Hearings 

4) No Old Business 

5) New Business 
a) Year 2023 Audit Report 

 
Mr. Justin McGraw, Conway Deuth and Schmiesing, PLLP, presented the year 2023 Audit Report. 
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6)   Organization Report 
a)  McLeod County Commissioner 

Mr. Nathan Schmalz, District 1 McLeod County Commissioner, and Ms. Sheila Murphy, McLeod County 
Administrator, provided a report to the City Council Members to include the following: 

 
• A summary of the May 7, 2024 McLeod County Board Meeting. 
• A review of the handout “McLeod County Update-March, 2024”, provided to City Council Members, 

that included information about the following topics: 
o McLeod County Elected Officials and Department Heads 
o Board of Appeal and Equalization 
o Summary of 2023 Drainage Projects 
o Use of American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Funds 
o McLeod County Veteran Services Office 
o Recycling 
o McLeod County Attorney’s Office 
o McLeod County Sheriff’s Office 
o County Assessor’s Office handling all McLeod property assessing in 2025 with a switch to a 

True County Assessing system. 
o 2024 McLeod County Construction Projects 
o McLeod County 5-Year Highway Plan 
o Highway 212/Morningside Avenue Roundabout 

 
7) Open Forum 

 
Mr. Justin Heldt, Police Chief, stated that an aging driving seminar will occur in the Vollmer Room on 
Thursday, May 16, 2024 at 2:00 p.m. and invited the public to attend. 
 
The Winsted Police Department Bike Rodeo will occur on Wednesday, May 22, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. at 
Winsted Elementary School. 

 
8) City Administrator Updates and Announcements 

Mr. Schlagel made the following announcements. 
 
• The Downtown Street Light project will resume on Wednesday, May 8, 2024.   
• The Winsted Lake Watershed Association will conduct its annual plant sale this upcoming weekend. 
• Thanked Winsted City staff for their work to complete the 2023 Audit.  

 
9) Adjourn 
 

Council Member Cafferty motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Council Member Albers seconded the 
motion.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m. 

        
       
 
____________________________________ 
Steve Stotko 
Mayor 
City of Winsted 
 
 

ATTEST: 
 
____________________________________ 
Raquel Kirchoff, CMC 
City Clerk-Treasurer 
City of Winsted 

 

Raquel Kirchoff  
 

 Steve Stotko 


