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City of Winsted 
City Council Meeting 
Council Chambers 
Tuesday, June 17, 2025 
6:00 p.m. 
 
Present:  Mayor Jeff Albers 
   Council Member Tim Fury 
   Council Member Tom Ollig 
   Council Member Matt Wroge 
    
Absent:   Council Member Jesse Cafferty 
 
Staff Present:  Mr. Neil Schlagel, City Administrator 

Ms. Raquel Kirchoff, City Clerk-Treasurer 
   Mr. Justin Heldt, Police Chief 
 
1) Mayor Albers called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

Mayor Albers provided a statement of condolence regarding the targeted shootings of Minnesota 
Legislators Melissa Hortman and her husband Marcus, and State Senator John Hoffman and his wife 
Yvette.   
 
A moment of silence was observed before the Pledge of Allegiance was recited in honor of the 
victims.  
 
a) The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 
2) Consent Agenda 

 
a) Approval of Minutes 

Approved the minutes of the following: 

 City Council Work Session – June 3, 2025 
 City Council Regular Meeting – June 3, 2025 

 
b) Resolution R-25-26 – Winsted Volunteer Fire Department Donation  

Adopted Resolution R-25-26, accepting a donation from Mr. and Mrs. James Brooks, to be 
dedicated toward the Capital Improvement Fund for the purchase of equipment for the Winsted 
Volunteer Fire Department. 
 

c) Resolution R-25-27 – Winsted Lester Prairie Police Department Donation  

Adopted Resolution R-25-27, accepting a donation from Mr. and Mrs. James Brooks, to be 
dedicated toward the Capital Equipment Fund for the purchase of equipment for the Winsted 
Lester Prairie Police Department. 
 

d) City Council Goal Setting – June 26, 2025 

Scheduled a City Council Goal Setting Session beginning at 9:00 a.m. on June 26, 2025 in the 
City Council Chambers at Winsted City Hall. 

 
e) Security Bank & Trust Company – Pledged Securities 

Approved the Pledged Securities that Security Bank & Trust Company has purchased for the City 
of Winsted for the month of May, 2025. 

f) Financial Report – April, 2025 

 Approved the financial report for the month of April, 2025.  
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g) Claims  

Approved the claims list for June 17, 2025. 

Council Member Ollig motioned to adopt the Consent Agenda.  Council Member Fury 
seconded the motion. Council Member Ollig abstained from voting on item “e) Security 
Bank & Trust Company – Pledged Securities”. Motion carried 4-0. 

3) No Public Hearings 

4) No Old Business 
  

5) New Business 

a) Tree Removal – 1st Street North 
 
Mr. Neil Schlagel, City Administrator, stated that as part of the City’s Sidewalk Improvement Plan, 
work is planned to repair the worst sections of sidewalk on 1st Street North. Trees will need to be 
removed for this project, and residents have been notified of the tree removal.    
 
Council Member Fury motioned to execute a quote from Solberg’s Tree Service for 
$4,650.00 to remove ten (10) trees on 1st Street North as part of a sidewalk repair project.  
Council Member Wroge seconded.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 

b) Winsted City Hall Air Conditioner 
 
Mr. Schlagel stated that a small fire occurred in one (1) of the City’s air conditioner units, leaving 
the upper level condenser unit beyond repair.  The City has submitted an insurance claim for the 
loss and is working to obtain two (2) quotes for condenser unit replacement to provide to the 
insurance adjuster.    
 
Council Member Wroge motioned to authorize the City Administrator to proceed with the 
order of equipment to replace City Hall air conditioner equipment in conjunction with an 
insurance claim with the League of Minnesota Cities Insurance Trust.  Council Member 
Ollig seconded the motion.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 

6) Organization Report 

a) McLeod County Food Shelf 

Ms. Carrie Opheim, McLeod County Food Shelf (MFS) Executive Director, provided the following 
report regarding MFS. 
 

 Shared the Mission Statement of MFS and provided history of its forty-one (41) years of service to 
McLeod County.   

 
 MFS provide services from a space it owns in Glencoe, thanks to a Legacy donation.  Mayor 

Albers added that this donation came from the late Schauer Brothers Estate, Mr. Gary and Ron 
Schauer of Winsted.   

 
MFS also provides service from a rental space in Hutchinson which serves approximately fifty 
percent (50%) of MFS clients, and from a mobile unit that travels to McLeod County cities.  
Approximately fifty percent (50%) of those served by the mobile unit are senior citizens over the 
age of sixty-five (65). 

 
 Since the Covid-19 pandemic in the year 2020, MFS service has grown by nearly eighty percent 

(80%).   
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 Explained the process of using MFS services - customers do not need appointments, proof of 
need, or paperwork; they may just visit and use the MFS sites. 

 
 MFS is a federal Emergency Food Assistance Program so some items, like milk and onions, are 

provided by the federal government. 
 
 Explained the process of supporting the mission of MFS by donations, volunteering time, and 

contributing during the two (2) annual financial campaigns and during the Halloween McLeod 
County Trick or Treat for Food Shelf. 

 
 Shared statistics of approximately 2,000 families were served in May, 2025, approximately 

680,000 pounds of food was given during the year 2024, and 321 Winsted customers were served 
in 2024.   

 
 MFS receives food from eight (8) local retailers that belong to the Food Rescue for Feeding 

America program; approximately seventy-two percent (72%) of MFS food comes from this 
program and retailers. 
 
The City Council Members thanked the McLeod County Food Shelf for its service to the 
community. 
 

7) No Open Forum 
 

8)  No City Administrator Updates and Announcements 

Mr. Schlagel made the following announcements. 
 

 The Winstock Country Music Festival occurs June 20th-21st. 
 An Open House was held at City Hall regarding the McLeod County Road One (1) 

Improvement Project taking place in the Summer of 2025.  The most impact to the city portion 
of the road will likely occur in the middle of July. 

 
9) Adjourn 
 

Council Member Fury motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Council Member Wroge seconded the 
motion.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 
 

 
The meeting adjourned at 6:18 p.m.                        
 
                               
 
____________________________________ 
Jeff Albers 
Mayor 
City of Winsted 
 
 

ATTEST: 
 
____________________________________ 
Raquel Kirchoff, CMC 
City Clerk-Treasurer 
City of Winsted 
 

 
 

Jeff Albers 

Raquel Kirchoff 


