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City of Winsted 
City Council Meeting 
Council Chambers 
Tuesday, June 18, 2024 
6:00 p.m. 
 
Present:  Mayor Steve Stotko 
   Council Member Jeff Albers 
   Council Member Jesse Cafferty 
   Council Member Tim Fury 
   Council Member Tom Ollig 
 
Staff Present:  Mr. Neil Schlagel, City Administrator 

Ms. Raquel Kirchoff, City Clerk-Treasurer 
   Mr. Justin Heldt, Police Chief 
 
1) Mayor Stotko called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

a) The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
b) Years of Service Recognition – Winsted Volunteer Fire Department (WVFD)  

 
Mayor Stotko recognized the following WVFD member for his years of service. 

• Marc Cathey, Five (5) Years of Service 
 

2) Consent Agenda 
 
a) Approval of Minutes 

Approved the minutes of the following: 

 City Council Work Session – May 21, 2024 
 City Council Regular Meeting – May 21, 2024 

 
b) Resolution R-24-17 – Election Judge Appointments 

Adopted Resolution R-24-17 appointing Election Judges for the City of Winsted for the 2024 Primary and 
General Elections.  
 

c) Copier Lease Agreement – Winsted City Hall 
Authorized the City Administrator to execute a sixty-three (63) month lease agreement with Minnesota 
Computer Systems, Incorporated for the lease, maintenance and operations of a Toshiba 4525AC copier. 
 

d) Purchase Authorization – Public Works Department 
Authorized the Public Works Department to purchase a TS 700-14” Cutquik Saw and corresponding 
equipment from RecTech Sales & Service Company, for an amount not to exceed $2,400.00. 
 

e) Winsted Municipal Airport Land Lease Agreement Termination – Hangar Number Fifteen (15) 
 Terminated the Land Lease Agreement between the City of Winsted and the John O. Chambers Revocable 

Trust for hangar number fifteen (15) at the Winsted Municipal Airport.  
 

f) Winsted Municipal Airport Land Lease Agreement – Hangar Number Fifteen (15) 
 Approved the Land Lease Agreement between the City of Winsted and Mr. Felix J. Quast for hangar number 

fifteen (15) at the Winsted Municipal Airport based upon the successful submission of all required documents 
and fees to the City of Winsted. 
 

g) Winsted Holding Activities That Unite People (WHAT UP) – Approval of Use and Operations* 
 Approved the use and operation of outdoor food stands and trailers and amplified movies or music in City 

parks and on City property on June 21, 2024, July 19, 2024, and August 23, 2024, in conjunction with events 
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hosted by Winsted Holding Activities That Unite People (WHAT UP), and waive any applicable permit or fee, 
as approved by the Winsted Police Chief. 

 
h) Winsted Arts Council – Mill Reserve Park 
 Authorized the Winsted Arts Council to conduct four (4) music events and have food trucks available at Mill 

Reserve Park on July 11, 18, and 25, 2024 and waive any applicable permits or fees for the use of the park 
on those dates.  

 
i) One (1) to Four (4) Day Temporary On-Sale Liquor License – Winsted American Legion Post #407 

 
Approved a one (1) to four (4) day Temporary On-Sale Liquor License for the Winsted American Legion Post 
#407 at Mill Reserve Park in Winsted, Minnesota, on Friday, August 9, 2024 and Saturday, August 10, 2024, 
in conjunction with the Winsted Summer Festival, contingent upon the successful submission of all required 
documents and fees to the City of Winsted. 
 

j) Resolution R-24-18 – Barrett Field – Donation 
Adopted Resolution R-24-18 to accept a donation from the Winsted Little League Baseball Association, in 
the amount of $1,800.00, to be donated to the City of Winsted for improvements to the Barrett Field dugouts. 
 

k) Tuition Reimbursement Payment – Mr. Lucas Caturia – Police Officer 
 Authorized a monthly tuition reimbursement payable to a corresponding loan institution for Mr. Lucas 

Caturia, for an amount not to exceed $5,000.00 in total, as negotiated at the time of hire; commencing on 
August 1, 2024 and contingent upon full-time employment, in good standing with the City of Winsted. 

 
l) Security Bank & Trust Company – Pledged Securities 
 Approved the Pledged Securities that Security Bank & Trust Company has purchased for the City of Winsted 

for the month of May, 2024. 

m) Building Permit Report – May, 2024 
 Approved the Building Permit Report for the month of May, 2024.   

n) Financial Report – April, 2024 
 Approved the financial report for the month of April, 2024. 

o) Claims  
 Approved the claims list for June 18, 2024. 

 Council Member Ollig motioned to adopt the Consent Agenda as presented.  Council Member Albers 
seconded the motion.  Council Member Ollig abstained from voting on item “l) Security Bank & Trust 
Company – Pledged Securities”. Motion carried 5-0.   

3) No Public Hearings 

4) No Old Business 

5) New Business 
a) Winsted Police Department – Wellness Program 

Mr. Justin Heldt, Police Chief, stated that City staff has discussed a Police Department Wellness Program for 
several years.  Currently the City provides an Employee Assistance Program; however, the proposed 
wellness program is designed specifically for police officers and the stresses they face in their positions.  
 
Mr. Heldt stated that beginning in July, 2024, a new law states that every Chief Law Enforcement Officer 
must provide officer wellness training to officers.  Recently, other law enforcement agencies in McLeod County 
have formed a peer support team to help each other in handling these stresses. Mr. Lucas Caturia, Winsted Police 
Officer, will complete training to be a peer support provider within this team. These same agencies have, or are, 
entering into a contract with Sunrise Wellness LLC to provide professional mental health services for their officers. 
A requirement of the contract is that officers must complete a fifty (50) minute “Check-up from the Neck-up” 
annually with a therapist.   
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Mr. Heldt stated that the Police Department Wellness Program is not included in the 2024 Budget; however, 
the current Police Department Operating and Capital Improvement Plan Set Aside budgets have the funds to 
cover the prorated expenditure for the year 2024.  The expense will be included in future budgets for full-time 
police officers. 

 
Council Member Cafferty motioned to authorize the Police Chief to execute a contract with Sunrise 
Wellness LCC to provide mental health support and services to the Winsted Police Department for an 
amount not to exceed $3,000.00.  Council Member Fury seconded the motion.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 
b) Well No. 4 – Variable Frequency Drive (VFD) Replacement 

Mr. Neil Schlagel, City Administrator, stated that the VFD for well number four (4) failed on June 17, 2024.  
The VFD regulates power and gives the pumps their power.  The repair is needed for the well to operate.   
  

Council Member Albers motioned to authorize the City Administrator to execute a proposal with 
Nuessmeier Electric, Inc. to provide the necessary labor and material to complete the replacement of 
one (1) A-B 100 HP Variable Frequency Drive (VFD) for Well No. 4 in the City of Winsted, for an 
amount not to exceed $13,000.00.  Council Member Fury seconded the motion.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

6)  Organization Report 
a)  Winsted Area Chamber of Commerce (WACC) 

Mr. Jeff Campbell, WACC Vice President, and Winsted Summer Festival Chair, provided a report regarding 
activities to include the following: 

 
• Annual events include a banquet at the beginning of the year recognizing different members with 

awards, a Women’s Expo in the spring of the year, the Winsted Summer Festival in August, the 
Business Trick-or-Treat in October, and the Winter Festival in December. 

• A design team was hired to manage and promote activity on the Facebook page for the WACC. 
• A community calendar is being worked on as a central location for non-profit organizations to post their 

events. 
• Welcome Bags are being reinstated to welcome new residents to Winsted. 
• A summary of events that occur during the Winsted Summer Festival.  The 2024 festival celebrates a 

combined fifty (50) years of the Legion Days and Summer Festival. 
 
7)   No Open Forum  
8)   City Administrator Updates and Announcements 

Mr. Schlagel made the following announcements. 
 
• Due to the large amounts of rainfall, the storm water systems were not been able to keep up at times, 

causing some excess storm water to go directly into the lake. 
• The surplus equipment/2016 Police Squad was sold for a bid of $7,000.00. 
• MNSPECT, LLC, the City’s building inspector, is now known as SAFEbuilt.   
• The next City Council Meeting will be July 16, 2024. 

  
9) Adjourn 
 

Council Member Fury motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Council Member Cafferty seconded the motion.  
Motion carried 5-0. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 6:33 p.m. 

 
____________________________________ 
Steve Stotko 
Mayor 
City of Winsted 
 

ATTEST: 
 
____________________________________ 
Raquel Kirchoff, CMC 
City Clerk-Treasurer 
City of Winsted 

  

Raquel Kirchoff  
 

 Steve Stotko 


