
 1 

City of Winsted 
City Council Meeting 
Council Chambers 
Tuesday, June 20, 2023 
6:00 p.m. 
 
Present:  Mayor Steve Stotko 
   Council Member Jeff Albers 
   Council Member Jesse Cafferty 
   Council Member Steve Ebert 
   Council Member Tom Ollig 
   
Staff Present:  Mr. Neil Schlagel, City Administrator 
   Ms. Raquel Kirchoff, City Clerk-Treasurer 
   Mr. Justin Heldt, Police Chief 
    
1) Mayor Stotko called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

a) The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
2) 

a) Approval of Minutes 
Approved the minutes of the following: 

a) Special City Council Meeting – March 28, 2023 
b) Special City Council Meeting – April 18, 2023 
c) City Council Work Session – April 18, 2023 
d) City Council Regular Meeting – April 18, 2023 
e) Park Commission Meeting – January 9, 2023 
f) Park Commission Work Session – February 13, 2023 
g) Planning Commission Meeting – March 13, 2023 

 
b) City Council Work Session and Meeting Reschedule – July 4, 2023 

Rescheduled the City Council Work Session and City Council Meeting, scheduled for Tuesday, 
July 4, 2023, to Wednesday, July 5, 2023 at 5:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. due to Independence Day. 
 

c) 2023 Street Maintenance Quote – Bargen, Incorporated 
Authorized the City Administrator to approve a quote from Bargen, Incorporated, to conduct 
asphalt maintenance services on various streets in the City of Winsted in 2023, for an amount not 
to exceed $66,752.00. 
 

d) Outdoor Food Stands – Winsted Holding Activities That Unite People (WHAT UP) 
 Approved the use and operation of outdoor food stands and trailers in City parks and property on 

June 23, 2023, July 21, 2023, and August 18, 2023, in conjunction with events hosted by Winsted 
Holding Activities That Unite People (WHAT UP), and waive any applicable permit or fee, as 
approved by the Winsted Police Chief. 

 
e) One (1) to Four (4) Day Temporary On-Sale Liquor License – Winsted American Legion Post 

#407 
 
 Approved a one (1) to four (4) day Temporary On-Sale Liquor License for the Winsted American 

Legion Post #407 at Mill Reserve Park in Winsted, Minnesota, on Friday, August 11, 2023 and 
Saturday, August 12, 2023, in conjunction with the Winsted Summer Festival. 
 

f) Licenses to Sell Tobacco Products and Tobacco Related Devices 
Approved licenses to sell Tobacco Products and Tobacco Related Devices from July 1, 2023 
through June 30, 2024 for the following:  

 Apehangers, LLC / Keg’s Bar, 121-1st Street North 
 Casey’s General Store #1673, 240-6th Street North  
 DG Retail, LLC / Dollar General #15046, 200-6th Street South 
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 Hussong’s Liquor, 132-6th Street North  
 J & N Schlagel Enterprises II / The Blue Note Ballroom, 320-3rd Street South 
 

g) Job Description – Auxiliary Firefighter 
Approved an Auxiliary Firefighter job description, as presented and authorized the City 
Administrator to advertise for Auxiliary Firefighter positions. 
 

h) Security Bank & Trust Company – Pledged Securities 
 Approved the Pledged Securities that Security Bank & Trust Company has purchased for the City 

of Winsted for the month of May, 2023. 

i) Building Permit Report – May, 2023 
 Approved the Building Permit Report for the month of May, 2023.   

j) Financial Report – April, 2023 
 Approved the financial report for the month of April, 2023. 

k) Claims  
 Approved the claims list for June 20, 2023. 

Council Member Ollig motioned to adopt the Consent Agenda.  Council Member Albers 
seconded the motion. Council Member Ollig abstained from voting on item “h) Security 
Bank & Trust Company – Pledged Securities”.  Motion carried 5-0. 

3) No Public Hearings 

4) No Old Business 

5) New Business 
a) Storm Sewer Improvement Project – Award Recommendation 

Mr. Neil Schlagel, City Administrator, stated that Mr. Jake Saulsbury, Bolton and Menk, 
Incorporated, was present to provide information regarding the award of a contract to Schneider 
Excavating & Grading, Incorporated. 
 
Mr. Saulsbury stated that two (2) bids were received for all materials and labor necessary to 
complete the five (5) separate drainage areas storm sewer work as planned. The low bid was submitted by 
Schneider Excavating & Grading, Incorporated, who is also the contractor that will complete the work for 
the Herald Journal utilities extension project later this summer.  Schneider Excavating & Grading, 
Incorporated has successfully completed projects of this type in the past, and City staff recommends the 
contract be awarded to them. 
 
Council Member Ollig motioned to award a contract to Schneider Excavating & Grading, 
Incorporated, in the amount of $142,737.00, including labor and materials necessary to 
complete storm sewer repairs and improvements in the City of Winsted. Council Member 
Ebert seconded the motion.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

b) Constructed Wetland Project – Easement  
Mr. Saulsbury stated that the wetland project was proposed by McLeod County to help improve 
the quality of water that flows to Winsted Lake.  He continued by describing the steps that have 
been taken thus far toward this project; the project is ready to begin after more required items, to 
include the finalization of the proposed easement.  The estimated time of construction is Fall, 
2023. 
 
 
 
 
Council Member Cafferty motioned to authorize the Mayor and City Clerk-Treasurer to 
execute a Perpetual Conservation Easement for Drainage Management and Flowage to 
grant access to McLeod County to conduct inspections and complete future maintenance 
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activities related to the constructed wetland located in Sunrise Estates.  Council Member 
Ollig seconded the motion.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

c) Resolution R-23-21 – Conditional Use Permit – 206 Linden Avenue East 
Mr. Schlagel stated that a conditional use permit request was received to exceed the allowed 
square footage for a detached accessory structure at 206 Linden Avenue East. 
 
Mr. John Anderson, Municipal Development Group, stated that the conditional use permit request 
was received in conjunction with variance requests for the same property.  The Planning 
Commission reviewed the applications received at the June 12, 2023 Planning Commission 
Meeting, where the variances were approved.  Mr. Anderson reviewed the details of the approved 
variances.  
 
Mr. Anderson stated that the existing accessory structure already exceeds the one thousand 
(1,000) square feet code, before the proposed addition.  The total square feet after the proposed 
addition would be 2,400 square feet.  The structure is planned to house the recreational vehicle 
(RV) that is parked outside the existing accessory structure. 
 
Mr. Anderson reviewed the conditions that the Planning Commission added to their approvals of 
the variances, to include a condition regarding the building materials of the entire accessory 
structure must be uniform. 
 
Mr. Anderson stated that there was some discussion at the Planning Commission Meeting 
regarding the house at the property; however, the house does not apply to the applications.  He 
continued by stating that it was discussed that this accessory structure addition, to include the 
upgrade of materials on the entire structure, would be an improvement to what is currently on the 
property.  No public comments were received at the Planning Commission meeting; however, a 
Planning Commission Member was absent.  Mr. Schlagel stated that this member was not in 
favor of the project because he felt that it was outside of the scope of the original intent. 
 
Council Member Albers stated that he is not in favor of this project primarily due to the house on 
the property that has been vacant for approximately ten (10) years.  He requested that the item 
be tabled for further consideration, and that the City Council be provided with intent from the 
property on if there will be improvements to the house to make it livable, or if improvements will 
be made to the accessory structure only for storage. Mr. Albers stated that the house is in bad 
condition and he has heard that people live in the RV when they are on the property. 
 
The City Council Members did not disapprove of tabling the item until the owner is able to speak 
with the City Council about the intent of the property. 
 
Council Member Albers motioned to table the Conditional Use Permit at 206 Linden 
Avenue East until the property owner comes forward to discuss with the City Council what 
his intentions are with the property overall.  Council Member Ebert seconded the motion.  
Motion carried 5-0. 
 

d) Resolution R-23-22 – Comprehensive Land Use Plan Amendment 
Mr. Anderson stated that the next four (4) City Council agenda items at this meeting are related to 
the same request; the proposed project of the Grass Lake Farms second addition being re-platted 
into the Grass Lake Farms third addition.  With the re-plat, it is proposed to use the lots and 
create a site for two (2), thirty-one (31) unit apartment buildings and potentially some townhome 
buildings.  With the proposed project, the following four (4) items are requested for City Council 
approval: 
 
• Comprehensive Land Use Plan Amendment - changing the designation of property on the 

Future Land Use Map from LM – Low to Medium Density Residential, to MH – Medium to 
High Density Residential.    

• Rezoning - rezoning property from R-1A Single Family Residential District to R-2 Multiple 
Family Residential District. 

• Conditional Use Permit for a Planned Unit Development-Development Stage Plan 
• Preliminary Plat-Grass Lake Farm Third Addition - Approval of a two (2) lot and three (3) 

outlot preliminary plat to be known as Grass Lake Farm Third Addition 
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Mr. Anderson stated that the Planning Commission reviewed and recommended approval of the 
items at their March 13, 2023 meeting.   
 
He continued by reviewing information regarding the City’s consideration of withdrawing this area 
from the shoreland overlay; however, three (3) variances were considered and approved by the 
Planning Commission instead because the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) indicated 
that they would not support the request to be removed.  Mr. Anderson reviewed the details from 
the variances that the Planning Commission approved, and noted that the variances would not 
have been required if there was no shoreland overlay over this property. 
 
Mr. Anderson stated that approval of the three (3) variances by the Planning Commission allows 
the items for consideration of approval at this meeting.  He continued by stating that the 
conditions of each proposed item are included in the City Council packet materials and asked if 
there were any questions. 
 
Council Member Ollig stated that he attended a recent Planning Commission Meeting where the 
proposed Grass Lake project was discussed and watched others by live broadcast, and thought 
that the Planning Commission was thorough in its review and actions.  He continued by stating 
that at one of the meetings, an attendee asked a question of why the apartments could not be 
built in the Weinbeck Athletic complex area.  Council Member Ollig reviewed the reasons why this 
was not possible to include; the City does not own that land, that land has a condition that its use 
is for athletic use or parks, and that land has been a wetland in the distant past, so it is not in 
condition to be a buildable site.   
 
Mr. Anderson explained future City Council actions that would occur, if the City Council approves 
the four (4) actions considered at this meeting, to include consideration of the final plat and an 
easement vacation/right-of-way vacation to re-plat the new streets.  
 

 Council Member Albers motioned to adopt Resolution R-23-22, approving a 
Comprehensive Land Use Plan Amendment, changing the designation of property on the 
Future Land Use Map from LM – Low to Medium Density Residential, to MH – Medium to 
High Density Residential.   Council Member Cafferty seconded the motion.  Motion carried 
5-0.  

 
e) Ordinance O-23-03 – Rezoning 

Council Member Ollig motioned to adopt Ordinance O-23-03, amending the official zoning 
map of the City of Winsted, Minnesota, as referenced in Chapter 15, Section 1501.034, 
Letter B, of the Winsted City Code, by rezoning property from R-1A Single Family 
Residential District to R-2 Multiple Family Residential District.  Council Member Ebert 
seconded the motion.  Motion carried 5-0. 

  
f) Resolution R-23-23 - Conditional Use Permit for a Planned Unit Development – 

Development Stage Plan – Grass Lake Farm Third Addition 
 

Council Member Ebert motioned to adopt Resolution R-23-23, approving a Conditional use 
Permit (CUP) allowing for a Planned Unit Development (PUD) Development Stage Plan for 
Grass Lake Farm Third Addition.  Council Member Cafferty seconded the motion.  Motion 
carried 5-0. 

 
g) Resolution R-23-24 – Preliminary Plat – Grass Lake Farm Third Addition 
 

Council Member Cafferty motioned to adopt Resolution R-23-24, approving the Preliminary 
Plat known as Grass Lake Farm Third Addition.  Council Member Albers seconded the 
motion.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 
6) Organization Report 

 
a)  Winsted Area Chamber of Commerce (WACC) and Winsted Summer Festival 
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Mr. Jeff Campbell, Vice President of the WACC, provided information regarding the WACC and 
Winsted Summer festival to include: 

 
• Reviewing who the officers and directors of the WACC are. 
• The WACC banquet occurs at the beginning of each year where members accomplishments are 

recognized.  The theme for the 2023 banquet was Casino Night. 
• The Easter Egg Hunt occurs each spring where approximately 4,500 eggs were hidden in 2023 

and a few bicycles were given away. 
• The Women’s Expo continues to be a strong WACC event and occurs each spring. 
• The Winsted Summer Festival occurs each summer, with a two (2) day format - Friday includes 

fireworks and Saturday includes a parade.  New events added in 2023 include a Wingo event, 
facilitated by the River of Life Church, and a talent show, facilitated by the Winsted Arts Council.   

• The Winsted Ambassadors work closely with the event; their coronation occurs during the festival 
and many visiting royalty participate in the parade. 

• The Business Trick-or-Treat occurs each fall and has grown to treat approximately six hundred 
(600) children with candy.  This event brings many people to the city. 

• The Winsted Winter Festival occurs each winter to include business open houses, Santa, and a 
lighted parade. 

• The WACC offers “Welcome” bags that include coupons from business members.  The Winsted 
Ambassadors deliver the bags to new residents. 

• WACC Membership lunch meetings are held during the fall through the spring, with approximately 
forty (40) people attending the meetings. 

• WACC is working toward offering grant programs for new business owners. 
• WACC is working toward placing permanent signage within the city to advertise its events. 

 
Council Member Ollig thanked the efforts of the WACC for their volunteerism; stating that because of 
this, Winsted has a great number of events for residents to enjoy.   
 
Mr. Campbell thanked the WACC members and recognized the efforts of AZZ Galvanizing who 
recently formed a committee to contribute to the community. He continued by thanking the 
membership for contributions to hold the Summer Festival, to include the significant donation for 
fireworks from AWI Manufacturing, Incorporated.  
 
The City Council Members thanked the WACC again for their efforts. 
 

7) Open Forum 
Ms. Angela Stovner, 685 6th Street North, Lot 15, Winsted, Minnesota stated that all residents should 
be allowed to have chickens if they choose.  
 
She also reviewed information she found regarding radiation emitted by wireless devices. 
 

8)   No City Administrator Update and Announcements 

9)   Adjourn 
 
 Council Member Albers motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Council Member Ollig seconded the 

motion.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 6:49 p.m. 
 

 

 

 

 
____________________________________ 
Steve Stotko 
Mayor 
City of Winsted 
 
 

ATTEST: 

Raquel Kirchoff  
 

  
 Steve Stotko 
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____________________________________ 
Raquel Kirchoff, CMC 
City Clerk-Treasurer 
City of Winsted 
 

 


