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City of Winsted 
City Council Meeting 
Council Chambers 
Wednesday, July 5, 2023 
6:00 p.m. 
 
Present:  Mayor Steve Stotko 
   Council Member Jeff Albers 
   Council Member Jesse Cafferty 
   Council Member Steve Ebert 
   Council Member Tom Ollig 
   
Staff Present:  Mr. Neil Schlagel, City Administrator 
   Ms. Raquel Kirchoff, City Clerk-Treasurer 
   Mr. Justin Heldt, Police Chief 
   Mr. Lucas Caturia, Police Officer 
 
Also Present:  Mr. Josh Eckstein, Bolton and Menk, Incorporated 
    
1) Mayor Stotko called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

a) The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 

b) Oath of Office – Winsted Police Officer, Lucas Caturia 
 

Mayor Stotko administered the Oath of Office to Mr. Lucas Caturia, Winsted Police Officer. 
 

2) Consent Agenda 
 
a) Approval of Minutes 

Approved the minutes of the following: 

• City Council Special Meeting – April 24, 2023 
• City Council Work Session – May 2, 2023 
• City Council Regular Meeting – May 2, 2023 

 
b) Resolution R-23-25 – Winsted Volunteer Fire Department Relief Association – Gambling 

Contribution  
 

Adopted Resolution R-23-25 to accept a contribution from gambling proceeds from the Winsted 
Volunteer Fire Department Relief Association in the amount of $2,500.00 to be dedicated to the 
City of Winsted Park Fund. 
 

c) Application to Conduct Excluded Bingo – Buffalo Creek BMX Association 

Approved an Application to Conduct Excluded Bingo submitted by the Buffalo Creek BMX 
Association on October 15, 2023 at the Blue Note Ballroom, 320-3rd Street South, Winsted, 
Minnesota, contingent upon the Buffalo Creek BMX Association providing all necessary 
documentation to the State of Minnesota Gambling Control Board. 

 
d) Appointment – Full-Time Police Officer – Mr. Lucas Caturia 

Appointed Mr. Lucas Caturia to the position of Full-Time Police Officer with the Winsted Police 
Department at Grade 7, Step 2 of the 2023 Compensation Plan.  
 

e) Appointment – Winsted Volunteer Fire Department 
 Appointed Mr. Steven Bobrowske to the position of Volunteer Firefighter with the Winsted 

Volunteer Fire Department, contingent upon passing a criminal background check, pre-
employment physical, and a drug and alcohol test. 

 
f) Appointment – Winsted Volunteer Fire Department 
 Appointed Mr. Christopher Krause to the position of Volunteer Firefighter with the Winsted 

Volunteer Fire Department, contingent upon passing a criminal background check, pre-
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employment physical, and a drug and alcohol test. 
 

g) Appointment – Winsted Volunteer Fire Department 
 Appointed Mr. Christopher Bahr to the position of Auxiliary Volunteer Firefighter with the Winsted 

Volunteer Fire Department, contingent upon passing a criminal background check, pre-
employment physical, and a drug and alcohol test. 

 
h) Appointment – Winsted Volunteer Fire Department 
 Appointed Mr. Nicholas Fosdick to the position of Auxiliary Volunteer Firefighter with the Winsted 

Volunteer Fire Department, contingent upon passing a criminal background check, pre-
employment physical, and a drug and alcohol test. 

 
i) Purchasing Policy Amendments 

Adopted the amended City of Winsted Purchasing Policy, as presented. 
 
j) Account Authorization – Financial Institutions 
 Authorized updated Signature Cards/Account Agreements for City of Winsted accounts at the 

following financial institutions and revoked access and authority for Mr. Adam Birkholz, Interim City 
Administrator, effective July 6, 2023: 

 4M Fund  
 International City/County Management Association (ICMA)  
 Security Bank & Trust Company  
 Northland Securities  

 
k) Account Authorization – Financial Institutions 

 Authorized Mr. Neil Schlagel, City Administrator, access and authority to City of Winsted accounts 
at the following financial institutions, effective July 6, 2023: 

 4M Fund  
 International City/County Management Association (ICMA)  
 Security Bank & Trust Company  
 Northland Securities  

 
l) Claims  
 Approved the claims list for July 5, 2023. 

Council Member Ollig motioned to adopt the Consent Agenda.  Council Member Albers 
seconded the motion.  Motion carried 5-0. 

3) No Public Hearings 

4) Old Business 

a) Resolution R-23-21 – Conditional Use Permit – 206 Linden Avenue East 
Mr. Neil Schlagel, City Administrator, stated that the City Council discussed the request for a 
conditional use permit at 206 Linden Avenue East at the June 20, 2023 meeting, at which time 
the City Council Members requested the property owner be present at a future meeting to answer 
questions from the City Council.   
 
Mr. John Garner, property owner, approached the City Council.  Council Member Albers stated 
that Mr. Garner has requested to construct an addition on the current accessory structure at the 
property.  He continued by stating that one of the stipulations for approval of the addition is that 
the entire accessory structure be re-sided with the same building materials to make it uniform.  
Mr. Garner stated that he was not initially aware that the entire structure must be uniform, but has 
no objections to this stipulation. 
 
Mr. Garner stated that the intention for the house on the property is to restore and live in it.  The 
intention for the accessory structure is to park a recreational vehicle (RV) in it, and store the 



 3 

building materials for the house restoration.  Council Member Albers asked if Mr. Garner had 
plans of living in the accessory structure.  Mr. Garner stated no, the intent is to live in the house.  
Council Member Albers asked what the timeline was for the entire project.  Mr. Garner estimated 
three (3) to four (4) years.  He continued by stating that he wants to keep the house as close to 
how it was originally and the renovation items have to be done consecutively. 
 
Mr. Garner stated that work has been done on the property every year since he has owned it; 
however, the Covid-19 pandemic restricted the amount of work in recent years.  Council Member 
Albers asked if Mr. Garner’s legal residence was Winsted.  Mr. Garner stated it was not; he lives 
in Florida and is in Winsted in the summer. 
 
Council Member Albers stated that he was not initially in favor of approving the CUP because the 
entire property is in disrepair, and there is no guaranty that it will improve in the future, other than 
the accessory structure. Mr. Garner stated that the house structure is old and needs much work 
to restore it.  He continued by stating that the hope for 2023 is to work on the rounded windows of 
the house; one will be ordered and installed and if that works, the rest of the windows will be 
completed in a future year.   
 
Council Member Cafferty asked if the house was registered as a historical site.  Mr. Garner stated 
no.  He continued by stating that the intent since he has owned it is to restore it; however, it will 
take time to make the improvements to building code. 
 
Council Member Ollig asked what the timeline was for the addition to the accessory structure.  
Mr. Garner stated completion in 2024.  Council Member Ollig asked City staff to inquire if the City 
has any recourse if the CUP is approved and then nothing is completed.  City staff reviewed 
some wording from the resolution regarding stipulations.  
 
Council Member Albers motioned to adopt Resolution R-23-21, approving a Conditional 
Use Permit (CUP) to allow for a detached accessory building to exceed one thousand 
(1,000) square feet in size in the R-1A Single Family Residential District.  Council Member 
Cafferty seconded the motion.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

5) New Business 
a) Wetland Restoration Project – Award Recommendation Letter 
 

Mr. Schlagel stated that the City received three (3) bids for completion of this project, with the low 
bid from Litzau Excavating at $29,613.50.  The other bids are from Precision Grading and 
Schneider Excavating.  Mr. Josh Eckstein, Bolton and Menk, Incorporated, stated that since the 
bids were received, the paperwork has also been completed for the conservation easement 
process required for this project so the bid may be awarded.  The proposed project includes all 
materials and labor necessary for completion of the project in the Pheasant Run/Harvest Circle 
area.  The project is fully funded by McLeod County through the Clean Water Act funds in 
conjunction with the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds. City staff recommends the award 
of the project to Litzau Excavating and the authorization of the City Administrator to execute a 
contract with McLeod County Soil and Water District to receive $23,066.50 of Clean Water Act 
funds.  Mr. Eckstein stated that the City will pay the contractor for the project and then submit a 
reimbursement request to McLeod County for the cost.  The estimated project start date is 
August, 2023; once started, the project is estimated to take three (3) to four (4) weeks to 
complete. 
 
Mr. Eckstein stated that homeowners in the area met with the McLeod County engineer and the 
City Administrator at the project site in the past and were informed of the project details. 
 

 Council Member Ollig motioned to award a contract in the amount of $29,613.50, to Litzau 
Excavating, Incorporated for the materials and labor necessary to complete the wetland 
restoration project in the Sunrise Estates neighborhood in the City of Winsted and 
authorize the City Administrator to execute a contract with the McLeod County Soil and 
Water District to receive $23,066.50 of Clean Water Act Funds.  Council Member Ebert 
seconded the motion.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

b) Downtown Lighting Project 
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Mr. Schlagel stated that at previous City Council work sessions and meetings, downtown lighting 
was reviewed.  During those discussions it was presented that poles are available for the City to 
purchase from Millerbernd Manufacturing, the state contract holder, at a highly valued price of 
$2,300.00 per pole.  Due to the time it will take for pole completion, City staff is recommending 
that poles are approved to be ordered at this meeting.  City staff will continue to provide quotes 
and options to finalize the remaining pieces of the project in future meetings, and is seeking 
approval of completion of the project items for a cost not to exceed $281,000.00. 
 
Council Member Albers motioned to approve a quote from Millerbernd Manufacturing for 
thirty-three (33) light poles at a cost of $2,300.00 each, for a total amount not to exceed 
$75,900.00.  Council Member Ollig seconded the motion.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Council Member Ebert motioned to approve a total downtown lighting repair project cost 
not to exceed $281,000.00, to include future City Council approval of quotes for light 
fixtures, electrical labor to install the lights, and boring work that includes wire and wiring 
of poles.  Council Member Ollig seconded the motion.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

6) Department Report 
 
a)  Public Works Department 
 

Mr. Chris Bahr, Maintenance Supervisor, provided information regarding the Public Works 
Department since the department’s last report provided to include: 

 
• Completed a long winter in the 2022-2023 season of plowing and hauling much snow. 
• Removed holiday banners. 
• Worked with contractors to repair a watermain break at Andy Avenue and 2nd Street North. 
• Obtained quotes for annual tree trimming – this work has been completed. 
• Obtained quotes for sewer jetting – this work been completed. 
• Opened and serviced the parks for the 2023 season. 
• Installation and removal of flags on light poles for various events. 
• Worked with contractors to repair a watermain break at Main Avenue and 1st Street North.  During 

this process, an unknown water line that was not currently on maps was found, which was the 
line that broke. 

• Monthly inspections completed at playgrounds and at the Winsted Municipal Airport, to include a 
stormwater report for the airport. 

• Spent much time in the street sweeper for spring clean up and after storm clean up. 
• Spraying for weeds in the ball fields, on sidewalks, and around city owned buildings. 
• Removed the fence at Weinbeck field, along Main Avenue. 
• Completed dust control on city gravel streets. 
• Removed the old playground slides at Southview, Northgate and Hainlin parks. 
• Completed the manhole re-lining project – two (2) near Tetra Pak and one (1) in an alley behind 

the address of 431 1st Street South. 
• Replay was applied to asphalt in the Winsted on the Lake Development, Pheasant Run, and the 

Kingsley Street Trail.  The expected life of the product is seven (7) years. 
• Installed the fountain in Winsted Lake.   
• Fuel was ordered and delivered to the Winsted Municipal Airport. 
• Cellular water meters are installed at residences, as the previous radio read meters fail.   
• Received the new Kubota utility vehicle and put it to use. 

 
Council Member Albers stated that there is a storm sewer near Bryan’s Service Station that is 
completely blocked.  Mr. Bahr stated that it has been broken for a number of years and is now on a 
list for upcoming repair. 
 
Council Member Ollig requested that the basketball courts be sprayed for weeds in the cracks and 
that the shrubs/trees be trimmed along the Lakefront Promenade lake bank. 
 

7) Open Forum 
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Ms. Angela Stovner, 685 6th Street North, Lot 15, Winsted, Minnesota provided information she found 
related to effects of toxins in water to the body.  The City Council Members stated that the Minnesota 
Department of Health monitors compliance levels of toxins in the City’s water.  
 

8) City Administrator Update and Announcements 

Mr. Schlagel provided the following updates: 

• He contacted the businesses in the Industrial Park that will be affected by the County State Aid 
Highway (CSAH) 5 project with estimated timelines. 

• He toured the McLeod County Soil and Water Conservation District to gain information and to 
understand more the current wetland project.   
 

9)   Adjourn 
 
 Council Member Ebert motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Council Member Cafferty seconded 

the motion.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 6:49 p.m. 
 

 
 
 

 
____________________________________ 
Steve Stotko 
Mayor 
City of Winsted 
 
 

ATTEST: 
 
____________________________________ 
Raquel Kirchoff, CMC 
City Clerk-Treasurer 
City of Winsted 
 

 

  

Raquel Kirchoff  
 

 Steve Stotko 


