City of Winsted
City Council Work Session

Lewis Room

Tuesday, August 1, 2023

5:00 p.m.

Present: Mayor Steve Stotko
Council Member Jeff Albers
Council Member Jesse Cafferty
Council Member Steve Ebert
Council Member Tom Ollig

Staff Present: Mr. Neil Schlagel, City Administrator
Ms. Raquel Kirchoff, City Clerk-Treasurer
Mr. Justin Heldt, Police Chief

Call to Order

Mayor Stotko called the Work Session to order at 5:00 p.m.
Winsted Municipal Code - Proposed Amendments to Chapter 8 - Animals

Mr. Neil Schlagel, City Administrator, stated that Ms. Angela Stovner, 685-6"" Street North, Lot # 15, Winsted,
Minnesota, was present to provide information related to her request for an ordinance amendment to allow
chickens in residential areas. He continued by stating that the City Council was provided with examples of a few
ordinances from cities that allow chickens.

Ms. Stovner stated that she currently has sixty-nine (69) signatures in favor of chickens, and she will continue to
request support at the upcoming Winsted Summer Festival events, and during a fund-raising event at UnHinged
Pizza in Glencoe, Minnesota. Council Member Ollig requested that Ms. Stovner let the Winsted Area Chamber of
Commerce, Winsted Police Department, and the Winsted Volunteer Fire Department (WVFD) know of her plans
to talk with people at the Winsted Summer Festival events.

Ms. Stovner provided proposed information for an ordinance regulating chickens to include the following:

¢ Only laying hens allowed

e Chickens and their enclosure must be closer to owners house than neighboring houses

e Chickens must be located in side or rear yard and have regulations of what the fencing to contain them would
be

e She proposes that chicken owners could choose to have free range or enclosed chickens as long as they
abide by City ordinance

Ms. Stovner listed some of her opinions regarding the benefits of chickens to include:

o Chickens are relatively quiet

e Chickens help people to be more sustainable, especially with recent supply chain issues and inflation in food
prices

¢ Chickens provide good fertilizer and provide pest control with their consumption of insects

e Chickens are a benefit for mental health

o Chickens are a good teaching tool for children to learn lifelong skills

Mr. Schlagel stated the next step would be to discuss the topic of chickens with the Planning Commission; if an
ordinance amendment is drafted, the Planning Commission would hold the Public Hearing regarding the
amendment and the City Council would consider adoption of the proposed ordinance amendment at a future City
Council Meeting.

Council Member Albers stated that he has concerns regarding property maintenance if the regulations in the
ordinance are not specific enough related to the habitat for the chickens.

The City Council approved of having the Planning Commission discuss the topic of chickens.



Winsted Public Cemetery

Mr. Aaron Kubasch, Winsted Public Cemetery Board, provided a letter to the City Council regarding a request to
the City of Winsted to take over the cemetery within the next year, due to its depleting funds.

Mr. Kubasch provided information regarding the process for selling of plots, to include recent attempts to build
cemetery maintenance funds. Mr. Kubasch estimated that the remaining cemetery fund balance at year end 2023
will be $6,350.00. The 2023 annual lawn maintenance contract, provided from Andy’s Lawn & Snow, LLC in
Lester Prairie, is $4,095.00 and will likely rise in 2024.

Mr. Kubasch stated that the Howard Lake Public Cemetery is subsidized by the City of Howard Lake and the
Lester Prairie Public Cemetery is owned and operated by the City of Lester Prairie.

The City Council Members asked if the local churches were approached to take over the cemetery. Mr. Glenn
Weibel, Winsted Public Cemetery Board, stated that St. John’s Lutheran Church and Chilson Funeral Home were
approached but not interested; the Church of the Holy Trinity was not approached.

The City Council Members stated that a future work session should be scheduled regarding the Winsted Public
Cemetery and how the Winsted Public Cemetery Board and City can participate for the maintenance of the
cemetery.

. Other

e Mr. Schlagel stated that Juul Contracting completed the stormwater pond restoration project north of the
Harvest Circle and Shady Creek neighborhoods that the City Council previously approved. The cost was over
budget by approximately $1,500.00, due to more rock needed than initially quoted.

e Mr. Schlagel stated that he and the Mayor attended a meeting hosted by McLeod County regarding the recent
law changes related to cannabis. McLeod County is drafting a county-wide ordinance related to use in public
places.

e Mr. Schlagel provided an update on the status of receiving quotes for the remaining pieces of the downtown
street lighting project.

e Mr. Schlagel asked the City Council Members if they are available during the day for budget work sessions in
late October related to the 2024 final budget. The City Council Members stated that they are flexible.

Council Member Ollig motioned to adjourn the Work Session. Council Member Albers seconded the
motion. Motion carried 5-0.

The Work Session adjourned at 5:48 p.m.
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