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City of Winsted 
City Council Meeting 
Council Chambers 
Tuesday, August 20, 2024 
6:00 p.m. 
 
Present:  Mayor Steve Stotko 
   Council Member Jeff Albers 
   Council Member Jesse Cafferty 
   Council Member Tim Fury 
   Council Member Tom Ollig 
 
Staff Present:  Mr. Neil Schlagel, City Administrator 

Ms. Raquel Kirchoff, City Clerk-Treasurer 
   Mr. Justin Heldt, Police Chief 
 
1) Mayor Stotko called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

a) The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
b) Special Presentation: Howard Lake-Waverly-Winsted (HLWW) Schools – Mr. Nate Walbruch 

 
Mr. Nate Walbruch, HLWW Schools Superintendent, and Ms. Shannah Mulvihill, HLWW School Board 
Member, provided information about the process to develop the strategic plan and the details of the 
strategic plan for HLWW Schools. 
 

2) Consent Agenda 
 
a) Approval of Minutes 

Approved the minutes of the following: 

 City Council Work Session – July 16, 2024 
 City Council Regular Meeting – July 16, 2024 

 
b) Safety Program Service Agreement – SafeAssure Consultants, Incorporated 

Authorized the Mayor and City Clerk-Treasurer to execute an agreement with SafeAssure Consultants, 
Incorporated to provide a safety program for the City of Winsted in the amount of $3,813.26. 

c) Resolution R-24-24 – 2024 Winsted Night Out Donations 
Adopted Resolution R-24-24 accepting a donation from TDS to be dedicated toward the 2024 Winsted 
Night Out Event. 

d) Resolution R-24-25 – Firework Display Donations 

Adopted Resolution R-24-25 accepting donations in the amount of $14,500.00 to be dedicated toward 
the cost of the fireworks display on Friday, August 9, 2024 in conjunction with the Winsted Summer 
Festival.  

e) Security Bank & Trust Company – Pledged Securities 

Approved the pledged securities that Security Bank & Trust Company has purchased for the City of 
Winsted for the month of July, 2024. 

f) Building Permit Report – July, 2024  
Approved the Building Permit Report for the month of July, 2024. 

g) Financial Report - June, 2024 
Approved the financial report for the month of June, 2024. 
 

h) Claims  
 Approved the claims list for August 20, 2024. 
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 Council Member Ollig motioned to adopt the Consent Agenda as presented.  Council Member 

Albers seconded the motion.  Council Member Ollig abstained from voting on item “e) Security 
Bank & Trust Company – Pledged Securities”. Motion carried 5-0.   

3) No Public Hearings 

4) No Old Business 

5) New Business 
a. Resolution R-24-26 – Land Exchange Agreement – Yukon Land Company, LLC and Bridgeland 

Development Company 
 
Mr. Neil Schlagel, City Administrator, stated that Millerbernd Manufacturing has purchased the property 
at 330 6th Street South. The City of Winsted owns park land between Millerbernd Manufacturing,622 6th 
Street South and 330 6th Street South; however, has never had any way to access this park land.  Mr. 
Trevor Millerbernd approached the City requesting to take ownership of the park land to place a 
driveway to connect his two (2) properties, so drivers do not have to drive on McLeod County Road 1 
between the properties.   
 
Mr. Schlagel stated that in order to transfer ownership of the park land property to Mr. Millerbernd, the 
City would need to vacate the park land.  The park land was dedicated to the City in the past as part of 
the Grass Lake Farms development project.  The City would like to complete a land exchange to have 
park land that it would have access to.  The park land from the exchange would not be the same size as 
the current park land.  There are multiple steps of action that need to occur to complete this, with the 
first step of the adoption of Resolution R-24-26.  This would begin the process to clear the revisionary 
interest of the land from Bridgeland Development Company, the original developer of the Grass Lake 
Farms project. 
 
Council Member Albers motioned to adopt Resolution R-24-26 authorizing the Mayor and City-
Clerk Treasurer to execute a Land Exchange Agreement with Yukon Land Company, LLC and 
Bridgeland Development Company, with substantially the same terms and form provided in the 
City Council packet, subject to changes acceptable by the City’s legal counsel. Council Member 
Cafferty seconded the motion.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

6)  Organization Report 
a)  Winstock Country Music Festival (Winstock)/Holy Trinity Schools 

Ms. Shelly Mendiola, Holy Trinity Schools Principal, provided a report regarding activities to include the 
following: 

 
• The current, main priority is increasing enrollment.  A description of increased marketing efforts was 

provided. 
• Holy Trinity Schools is one (1) in only four (4) schools in Minnesota that are Catholic Parish schools 

servicing grades Pre k – twelve (12) on one (1) campus. 
• Bussing of students from other areas to include Hutchinson, Silver Lake, and Glencoe is offered in 

the 2024-2025 school year. 
• With the tremendous support from the Winstock Country Music Festival (Winstock), the school was 

able to hire a staff person in Special Education and purchase history books for senior high students. 
 
Mr. Dave Danielson, past Chairman of Winstock, provided a report to include the following: 
 
• The 2024 event celebrated Winstock’s 30th anniversary.  The event was officially a sell-out event 

with approximately 19,000 wristbands issued. 
• Due to the weather, some attendees’ vehicles need to be pulled into and out of the grounds.  The 

campsites were a mess due to the weather, and maintenance and repair of them and roads 
continues.  

• Thursday night’s events included a bean bag tournament, the Winsted Volunteer Fire Department 
(WVFD) spaghetti dinner, and music. 

• Friday’s events were accompanied by beautiful weather. 
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• Saturday’s events were hindered by the weather and performers Sara Evans and Josh Turner did 
not perform due to the rain. 

• 2025 Winstock dates are June 20-21, 2025, with headliners Thomas Rhett and Jordan Davis. 
• A thank you to the Winsted Summer Festival for choosing Winstock as its 2024 Grand Marshal. 
• Upcoming projects include the possibility of constructing a new front house. 
• A thank you to the City of Winsted for its support of the Winstock event. 

 
7)   No Open Forum  
8)   City Administrator Updates and Announcements 

Mr. Schlagel made the following announcements. 
• Thank you to the Winsted Area Chamber of Commerce for providing another great Winsted Summer 

Festival. 
• The September 3, 2024 City Council Work Session and Meeting will be cancelled. 

 
9) Adjourn 
 

Council Member Fury motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Council Member Cafferty seconded the 
motion.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 6:45 p.m. 
 

                               
 
____________________________________ 
Steve Stotko 
Mayor 
City of Winsted 
 
 

ATTEST: 
 
____________________________________ 
Raquel Kirchoff, CMC 
City Clerk-Treasurer 
City of Winsted 
 

 

Raquel Kirchoff  
 

 Steve Stotko 


