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City of Winsted 
City Council Meeting 
Council Chambers 
Tuesday, September 16, 2025 
6:00 p.m. 
 
Present:  Mayor Jeff Albers 
   Council Member Tim Fury 
   Council Member Tom Ollig 
   Council Member Matt Wroge 
 
Absent:   Council Member Jesse Cafferty 
 
Staff Present:  Mr. Neil Schlagel, City Administrator 

Ms. Raquel Kirchoff, City Clerk-Treasurer 
   Mr. Justin Heldt, Police Chief 
 
1) Mayor Albers called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

a) The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 

b) 2025 Steve Stotko Community Enhancement Award Presentations 
 
Mayor Albers recognized the following 2025 Steve Stotko Community Enhancement Award recipients for enhancing 
the aesthetic quality of the property and contributing to the overall enhancement of the City of Winsted’s image. 

 Joseph Pavek – 845 Mallard Avenue 
 Chilson Funeral Chapel – 200 Fairlawn Avenue W. 

 
2) Consent Agenda 

 
a) Approval of Minutes 

Approved the minutes of the following: 

 City Council Work Session – August 19, 2025 
 City Council Regular Meeting – August 19, 2025 

 
b) Public Facilities Authority (PFA) Funding Requirements – Waiver and Declaration 

 Authorized the Mayor and City Administrator to effectuate a Waiver Request, Waiver Certification, and Real Property 
Declaration on behalf of the City of Winsted with the Minnesota Public Facilities Authority (PFA), with relation to the 
financing of Well No. 5 to the extent that is necessary. 

 
c) Engagement Letter for General Accounting Standards Board (GASB) 67/68 Actuarial Services 
 

Approved an Engagement Letter with Northern Consulting Actuaries, Incorporated, dba VIA Actuarial Solutions, for 
GASB 67/68 pension actuarial services for the City of Winsted and the Winsted Volunteer Fire Department Relief 
Association pension plan.   
 

d) Resolution R-25-34 Winsted Volunteer Fire Department Relief Association – Gambling Contribution  

 Adopted Resolution R-25-34 to accept a contribution from gambling proceeds from the Winsted Volunteer Fire 
Department Relief Association in the amount of $15,000, to be dedicated toward the Winsted Volunteer Fire 
Department’s Capital Improvement Plan. 

 
e) Sidewalk Replacement Estimate – Tim Ring’s Concrete – 1st Street North 

Authorized the City Administrator to approve an estimate and effectuate a service agreement with Tim Ring’s 
Concrete, Incorporated to replace sections of sidewalk on 1st Street North from Albert Avenue to Fairlawn Avenue, for 
an amount not to exceed $9,910.00.  
 

f) Security Bank & Trust Company – Pledged Securities 

g) Approved the Pledged Securities that Security Bank & Trust Company has purchased for the City of Winsted for the 
month of August, 2025. 
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h) Building Permit Report – August, 2025 

Approved the Building Permit Report for the month of August, 2025.   

i) Financial Report – July, 2025 

 Approved the financial report for the month of July, 2025. 

j) Claims  

 Approved the claims list for September 16, 2025. 

k) Sidewalk Replacement Estimate – Mark Burau 

Authorized the City Administrator to approve an estimate with Mark Burau to replace various sections of sidewalk in 
the City of Winsted for $45 per linear foot, for an amount not to exceed $18,000.00.  

 
 Council Member Ollig motioned to adopt the Consent Agenda as presented.  Council Member Fury seconded 

the motion. Council Member Ollig abstained from voting on item “f) Security Bank & Trust Company – 
Pledged Securities”. Motion carried 4-0.   

3) No Public Hearings 

4) No Old Business 

5) New Business 

a) Resolution R-25-35 – 2026 Preliminary Property Tax Levy Certification  

Mr. Neil Schlagel, City Administrator, provided the following presentation regarding the 2026 Preliminary Property 
Tax Levy. 
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Council Member Fury motioned to adopt Resolution No. R-25-35 certifying the Preliminary 2026 General 
Property Tax Levy of $1,782,397 and Preliminary 2026 Debt Service Levy of $446,500 for a total Preliminary 
2026 Property Tax Levy of $2,228,897.  Council Member Wroge seconded the motion.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

b) Hangar Drainage Improvements Agreement – Hangar No. 43 

Mr. Schlagel stated that Mr. John VeLure has purchased hangar number 43 at the Winsted Municipal Airport which 
has water coming into the hangar at times.  Mr. VeLure would like to remove some of the tar that is located between 
his hangar and the hangar to the north, and install some drain tile that would run down the west side.  Concerns were 
stated that more of a water issue would be created for the hangars to the east of his hangar. City staff discussed Mr. 
VeLure’s proposed plan with the City engineers and they did not think it would cause issues. 
 
A maintenance agreement has been drafted for consideration with Mr. VeLure listing the responsibilities of Mr. VeLure 
for the installation and maintenance of the drainage. Mr. Schlagel displayed an image of the hangar and described the 
project. 
   

 Council Member Wroge motioned to authorize the Mayor, City Clerk-Treasurer, and City Attorney to effectuate 
a Hangar Drainage Improvement Agreement with Four Js LLC and John and Jill VeLure, with relation to 
Hangar No. 43 at the Winsted Municipal Airport, to the extent that is necessary.  Council Member Ollig 
seconded the motion.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

6)  No Open Forum 

 



 4 

7)   City Administrator Updates and Announcements 

Mr. Schlagel made the following announcement. 
 The Winsted Volunteer Fire Department (WVFD) pick-up and the Public Works snowblower that were previously 

designated as surplus equipment, are currently on-line for sale at Jeff Martin Auctioneers and Iron Planet respectively.    
 
Council Member Fury stated that he will submit his resignation from the City Council on September 19, 2025 due to 
moving to a different city.  He thanked the City of Winsted; the City Council Members thanked him for his service. 
 

9) Adjourn 
 

Council Member Fury motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Council Member Ollig seconded the motion.  Motion 
carried 4-0. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 6:22 p.m. 

 
                               
 
____________________________________ 
Jeff Albers 
Mayor 
City of Winsted 
 
 

ATTEST: 
 
____________________________________ 
Raquel Kirchoff, CMC 
City Clerk-Treasurer 
City of Winsted 
 

 

Raquel M. Kirchoff 

Jeff Albers 


