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City of Winsted 
City Council Meeting 
Council Chambers 
Tuesday, October 15, 2024 
6:00 p.m. 
 
Present:  Mayor Steve Stotko 
   Council Member Jeff Albers 
   Council Member Jesse Cafferty 
   Council Member Tim Fury 
   Council Member Tom Ollig 
 
Staff Present:  Mr. Neil Schlagel, City Administrator 

Ms. Raquel Kirchoff, City Clerk-Treasurer 
   Mr. Justin Heldt, Police Chief 
 
1) Mayor Stotko called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

a) The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 

2) Consent Agenda 
 
a) Approval of Minutes 

Approved the minutes of the following: 

 City Council Work Session – August 20, 2024 
 City Council Regular Meeting – August 20, 2024 
 City Council Work Session – September 17, 2024 
 City Council Regular Meeting – September 17, 2024 

 
b) Agreement and Contract for Inspection Services and Municipal Delegation Application – 

MNSPECT LLC/SAFEbuilt  
Authorized the Mayor and City Administrator to execute a Second Amendment of Agreement and 
Contract for Inspection Services with MNSPECT LLC, for Building Official, inspection, and related 
services and authorized the City Administrator to execute a Municipal Delegation Agreement 
Application, authorizing MNSPECT LLC/SAFEbuilt, to conduct Building Code Administration for 
Public Buildings and State Licensed Facilities in the City of Winsted.  
 

c) Website Hosting and Services – Catalis 
Authorized the City Administrator to execute an Order Form for Subscription Renewal with Catalis 
to provide software and web hosting for the City of Winsted website for a term of four (4) years.  
 

d) Hay Ride Permit - Winsted Holding Activities That Unite People (WHAT UP) 
Approved a hay ride sponsored by Winsted Holding Activities that Unite People (WHAT UP) on 
designated streets in the City of Winsted as approved by the Winsted Police Chief on Saturday, 
October 19, 2024 between the hours of 1:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. 

 
e) Dance Permit – The Blue Note 

Approved a Dance Permit for the Blue Note Ballroom, 320-3rd Street South, for an event on 
Sunday, October 27, 2024. 

 
f) Resolution R-24-30 – Winsted Volunteer Fire Department Relief Association – Gambling 

Contribution  
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Adopted Resolution R-24-30 to accept a contribution from gambling proceeds from the Winsted 
Volunteer Fire Department Relief Association in the amount of $2,500.00 to be dedicated to the 
City of Winsted Park Fund. 

 
g) Resolution R-24-31 – Winsted Volunteer Fire Department Donation  
 Adopted Resolution R-24-31 to accept a donation from various donors in the amount of $50.00 to 

be dedicated toward the 2024 Winsted Volunteer Fire Department Capital Equipment Fund. 
 

h) Resolution R-24-32 – Winsted Holding Activities That Unite People (WHAT UP) Donation  
 Adopted Resolution R-24-32 accepting a donation from the River of Life Christian Church in the 

amount of $540.00 to be dedicated toward the Winsted Holding Activities that Unite People 
(WHAT UP) organization. 

i) Health Insurance Renewal – Southwest West Central Service Cooperative 

Authorized the City Administrator to initiate the renewal process with the Southwest West Central 
(SWWC) Service Cooperative and Medica to provide health insurance coverage for City of 
Winsted employees for the policy beginning January 1, 2025. 

j) Ancillary Insurance Renewal – The Hartford 

Authorized the City Administrator to initiate the renewal process with The Hartford to provide 
ancillary insurance coverage for City of Winsted employees for the policy beginning January 1, 
2025. 

  
k) Appointment – Utility Billing Clerk – Ms. Christine Kittock 

 
Appointed Ms. Christine Kittock to the position of Utility Billing Clerk for City of Winsted at Step 1, 
Grade 3 of the Proposed 2025 Compensation Plan through December 31, 2025. 
 

l) Security Bank & Trust Company – Pledged Securities 

Approve the Pledged Securities that Security Bank & Trust Company has purchased for the City 
of Winsted for the month of September, 2024. 

m) Building Permit Report – September, 2024 

Approved the Building Permit Report for the month of September, 2024.   

n) Financial Report – August, 2024 
Approved the financial report for the month of August, 2024. 

o) Claims  
Approved the claims list for October 15, 2024. 

 Council Member Ollig motioned to adopt the Consent Agenda as presented.  Council 
Member Albers seconded the motion.  Council Member Ollig abstained from voting on 
item “l) Security Bank & Trust Company – Pledged Securities”. Motion carried 5-0.   

3) Public Hearings 

a) Ordinance O-24-03 – Winsted Municipal Code – Chapter 1 – Text Amendment – City 
Council Salaries 

 
Mayor Stotko motioned to open the Public Hearing.  Council Member Fury seconded the 
motion.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Mr. Neil Schlagel, City Administrator, stated that the City Council has been discussing an 
adjustment to City Council salaries and directed a proposed ordinance amendment to keep the 
base salary for Mayor and City Council Members the same, but to increase the amount paid for 
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meetings attended other than regular City Council Meetings to $40.00 per meeting.  The annual 
budget increase from this increase is approximately $5,000.00. 
 
No comments were received. 
 
Council Member Cafferty motioned to close the Public Hearing.  Council Member Fury 
seconded the motion.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Council Member Ollig motion to adopt Ordinance O-24-03, an ordinance providing text 
amendments to Chapter 1, Section 3 of the Winsted Municipal Code of the City of Winsted, 
Minnesota, with relation to City Council Salaries.  Council Member Albers seconded the 
motion.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

4) No Old Business 

5) New Business 
a) Joint and Cooperative Agreement for Law Enforcement Services for the Cities of Winsted 

Lester Prairie, Minnesota  
 
Mr. Neil Schlagel stated that the City has been working toward a joint and cooperative agreement 
for law enforcement services for the cities of Winsted and Lester Prairie.  Recently, the Lester 
Prairie City Council approved moving forward with the proposed agreement included in the City 
Council Packet materials, contingent upon City Attorney review.  City staff is requesting the same 
action from the City of Winsted City Council Members. 
 
Mr. Justin Heldt, Police Chief, stated that the agreement is a positive action of both cities; it will 
provide the citizens of each community twenty-four (24) hours of police coverage. 
 
Council Member Albers motioned to authorize the Mayor and City Clerk-Treasurer to 
execute a Joint and Cooperative Agreement for Law Enforcement Services for the Cities of 
Winsted Lester Prairie, Minnesota, contingent upon review by the City Attorney. Council 
Member Cafferty seconded the motion.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

b) Winsted Municipal Airport – Runway 9/27 Clear Zone Acquisition Plan (CZAP) – Work 
Order No. 12 – Professional Services Contract – Bolton and Menk, Incorporated 
 
Mr. Schlagel stated that as part of the City’s funding and requirements of the Federal Aviation 
Association (FAA), a CZAP must be established.  This plan reviews the airport and ensures that 
there is enough room for airplanes to take off and land. 
 
Council Member Ollig motioned to authorize the City Administrator and City Clerk-
Treasurer to execute Work Order No. Twelve (12), the Professional Services Contract 
between the City of Winsted and Bolton and Menk, Incorporated, to conduct project 
meetings and a Clear Zone Acquisition Plan for the Winsted Municipal Airport 10D, for an 
amount not to exceed $10,000, with funding participation from the Minnesota Department 
of Transportation (MnDOT) Office of Aeronautics.  Council Member Fury seconded the 
motion.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

c) Resolution R-24-33 - Winsted Municipal Airport – State Grant Agreement for Snow 
Removal Equipment (SRE) Acquisition   
 
Mr. Schlagel stated that the project to acquire SRE has been ongoing, while City engineers work 
with the provider of a payloader and snowblower to ensure that the equipment meets the 
requirements of the funding grant from the FAA and Minnesota Department of Transportation 
Aeronautics for the equipment. Adoption of the proposed resolution allows for the grant if the 
requirements of the equipment are met. 
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Council Member Cafferty motioned to adopt Resolution R-24-33, authorizing the Mayor and 
City Administrator to execute Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT) Office of 
Aeronautics Grant Agreement No. 1058055 for Airport Improvement, Excluding Land 
Acquisition, for State Project No. A4306-41 at the Winsted Municipal Airport for the 
acquisition of Snow Removal Equipment (SRE).  Council Member Ollig seconded the 
motion.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

6)  Department/Organization Report 
a)  Building Inspector - SAFEbuilt 

Mr. Alan Greene, Account Manager for SAFEbuilt in Minnesota, Wisconsin and Illinois, provided a 
report regarding activities to include the following: 

 
• SAFEbuilt has contracted with the City of Winsted for three (3) years.  The current contract 

expires December 31, 2024.  Mr. Greene thanked the City Council for renewing the contract 
during tonight’s meeting. 

• Reviewed a Business Review handout provided to the City Council Members. 
 

Mayor Stotko asked what actions could be taken for a home with a roof falling in.  Mr. Greene 
stated that SAFEbuilt could review the home from the outside of the home and speak with the 
City about options to include the City’s consultation with the City Attorney. 
 

b) Winsted Public Library 
Ms. Lisa Ebert, Librarian, provided a handout/report regarding activities to include the following: 
 
• The library is an anchor for the Winsted downtown area. 
• A review of the number of visits in 2023 and 2024. 
• A review of the programs and services the library offers.  Programs have expanded as the 

library has partnered with groups like the Seniors Active in Winsted (SAW). 
• Gratitude expressed for the City of Winsted’s financial support of the library. 
• An explanation of how the library acquired two (2) hot spots and how patrons can check them 

out with their library card for offsite use.   
• A review of the Winsted Public Library hours. 
 

The City Council Members thanked Ms. Ebert and the library for the services they provide. 
 

7)   Open Forum  
Mr. Heldt reminded residents that winter parking restrictions begin on November 1st.  There is no 
parking on city streets from 2:00 a.m. – 6:00 a.m. without permission granted by the Winsted Police 
Department.   
 

8)   City Administrator Updates and Announcements 
Mr. Schlagel made the following announcements: 
 
• Well No. 4 is repaired and should be reinstated soon. 
• The General Election occurs on November 5, 2024.  Polls are open from 7:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m.,  

and Winsted City residents vote at City Hall in the Vollmer Room.  The next City Council Meeting 
has been rescheduled to Wednesday, November 6, 2024, due to the General Election. 

• The Winsted Area Chamber of Commerce Business Trick or Treat events takes place on Friday, 
October 25, 2024, beginning at 4:00 p.m.  

 
9) Adjourn 
 

Council Member Fury motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Council Member Cafferty seconded 
the motion.  Motion carried 5-0. 
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The meeting adjourned at 6:51 p.m. 
 

                               
                               
 
____________________________________ 
Steve Stotko 
Mayor 
City of Winsted 
 
 

ATTEST: 
 
____________________________________ 
Raquel Kirchoff, CMC 
City Clerk-Treasurer 
City of Winsted 
 

 
 
 

Raquel Kirchoff  
 

 Steve Stotko 


