
 
 

CITY COUNCIL – WORK SESSION AGENDA 
Wednesday, November 8, 2023 

5:00 p.m. 
Lewis Room – Winsted City Hall 

 
Mission Statement 

 

“The City of Winsted will provide services and resources for its citizens and businesses that 
promote opportunities for a high quality of life, while sustaining a hometown atmosphere.” 

  

 
I. 5:00 p.m.  Call to Order 

II. 5:00 p.m. Street Maintenance – Infrared Patching Quote 
 

III. 5:10 p.m. Winsted Volunteer Fire Department – Updates and Agreements*  
 

IV. 5:30 p.m. Winsted Police Department – Tactical Equipment Purchase 
 

V. 5:30 p.m. Winsted Police Department – Squad Vehicle Purchase Update* 
 

VI. 5:45 p.m. Other 

VII. 5:55 p.m. Adjourn 
 

* Denotes no supporting information included in the packet. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Winsted City Hall 
201 – 1st St. N. 

Winsted, MN 55395 
320-485-2366 

www.winsted.mn.us 
 

~ The Lewis Room is located in the southwest corner of the upper level of Winsted City Hall ~ 



Memo 
To:  Mayor and Council Members 

From:  Neil Schlagel, City Administrator 

Date:  November 8, 2023 

Re:  Street Maintenance – Infrared Patching Quote    

The City of Winsted utilizes certain improvement methods, including street 
maintenance in the form of pothole repair and street patching. Pavement maintenance 
is completed routinely on all streets that are not scheduled to be reconstructed or 
reclaimed as determined by the 2020 Pavement Management Plan, and when 
additional maintenance is required.  
 
City streets are inspected annually to determine if repairs are needed. Streets are also 
inspected when the City receives a complaint or notice of damage involving a pothole 
or if repairs were made in infrastructure beneath the roadway surface.  The Public 
Works Department has identified several manhole areas and water valves that require 
pavement patching to allow for safe and efficient snow removal on City streets during 
the winter months.   
 
The Maintenance Supervisor obtained a quote from Bargen Incorporated to perform 
asphalt pavement maintenance services, including Infrared Patching.  With this 
process, the Infrared machine leaves a seamless patch by heating up an entire 5 x 7 
or 2½ x 12-foot area.  The existing asphalt is raked into the low areas and a new, virgin-
mix asphalt is added on the top surface.  The final step is to roll the area to a smooth 
surface and leave it to cool.   
 
Bargen Inc. provided a quote to complete Infrared patching on fourteen (14) manholes 
and twenty-six (26) water valves, for a cost of $240 for each heat completed, or 
approximately $9,600.   
 
In order to proceed with the project in a reasonable time frame and prior to the onset 
of consistent winter weather, City staff recommends authorizing the City Administrator 
to approve the quote received from Bargen, Inc. at the November 8, 2023 City Council 
Meeting, for the purpose of completing the proposed manhole and water valve project.  
 
ATTACHMENT:  
a) Bargen Inc. Quote 









 
 
Meeting Date:   November 8, 2023   
 
Submitted By:   Justin Heldt, Chief of Police                                            City Council Request 
 
Subject:   Winsted Police Department – Tactical Equipment Purchase 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The Winsted Police Department serves the citizens of Winsted, and our primary responsibilities are life 
safety and to protect property. In carrying out our duties, various equipment is needed to safely and 
efficiently provide services to the community and protect our Police Officers. The need to have 
specialized safety equipment, fitted for each officer, is essential for life safety. In the past, our officers 
have not been provided with size-specific ballistic vests & plates, helmets, or bunkers/shields.   
 
In August, 2023, the Winsted Police Department received a donation from AZZ Galvanizing and staff, in 
the amount of $5,335.00, to purchase a shield and active shooter kits for our Police Officers. In 2023, the 
Police Department also received donations from Duane Kopesky, Cathy Houg, and Carolyn Bahr. The 
City budgets $14,000.00 annually for police equipment purchases. With the donations included, there is 
approximately $13,962.19 remaining in this police equipment set aside fund for 2023. 
 
In 2022, the City sold unclaimed property that was in the possession of the Police Department, and in 
2023, the funds from this sale became available for use. The funds generated from the sale of this 
unclaimed property totals $4,802.87. The City’s auditor has verified that these unclaimed property sale 
funds can be utilized for such a purpose. The total amount available in 2023, for the shield and active 
shooter kits purchase, is approximately $18,765.06. 
 
City staff contacted various police equipment vendors and obtained three quotes for (4) sets of active 
shooter kits/ballistic plates, (4) helmets, and (1) shield/bunker. A quote was requested from a fourth 
company; however, this quote was not provided. These quotes are included as attachments. The Police 
Officers met with a representative of Alpha Tactical on October 10, 2023 and tried on available equipment 
and had an opportunity to ask specific usage questions. The Police Officers recommended the equipment 
provided by Alpha Tactical. 
 
The cost for (4) active shooter kits/ballistic plates, (4) helmets, and (1) shield/bunker from Alpha Tactical 
is approximately $24,299.32. City staff recommends purchasing (3) active shooter kits/ballistic plates, (3) 
helmets, and (1) shield from Alpha Tactical for an amount of approximately $18,696.04. City staff will 
request an additional active shooter kit/ballistic plates, helmet, and shields from Alpha Tactical in 2024 if 
the budget allows.  

 
FINANCIAL/BUDGET: 
The funds for the purchase of three (3) active shooter kits/ballistic plates, three (3) helmets, and one 
(1) shield/bunker would come from the Capital Improvement Plan (Police Department Equipment 
Set Aside - 2023) as well as the general fund, where the unclaimed property funds are located.  
 
OPTIONS: 
1) Authorize the City Administrator to approve a quote from Alpha Tactical for the purchase of 

three (3) active shooter kits/ballistic plates, three (3) helmets, and one (1) shield/bunker for the 
Winsted Police Department, for an amount not to exceed $19,000.00. 

2) Other. 
    
 
 



RECOMMENDATION: 
Authorize the City Administrator to approve a quote from Alpha Tactical for the purchase of three 
(3) active shooter kits/ballistic plates, three (3) helmets, and one (1) shield/bunker for the Winsted 
Police Department, for an amount not to exceed $19,000.00. 
 
COUNCIL ACTION: 
Consider a motion to authorize the City Administrator to approve a quote from Alpha Tactical for 
the purchase of three (3) active shooter kits/ballistic plates, three (3) helmets, and one (1) 
shield/bunker for the Winsted Police Department, for an amount not to exceed $19,000.00. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1) Quotes for equipment from Alpha Tactical 
2) Quote for equipment from RTS Tactical 
3) Quote for equipment from Streicher’s 

 
 

























        

 
 

CITY COUNCIL – MEETING AGENDA 
Wednesday, November 8, 2023 – 6:00 P.M. 
City Council Chambers – Winsted City Hall 

 

Mission Statement 
 

“The City of Winsted will provide services and resources for its citizens and businesses that 
promote opportunities for a high quality of life, while sustaining a hometown atmosphere.” 

  
 
1) MAYOR CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER 

a) Pledge of Allegiance* 
 

2) CONSENT AGENDA  
 

Items listed below are considered routine and non-controversial by the City.  There will be no 
separate discussion of these items unless requested by a Council Member, staff or citizen.  If 
removed, the item will be discussed at the end of the regular agenda. 
 

a) Approval of Minutes 
 City Council Work Session – September 5, 2023 
 City Council Regular Meeting – September 5, 2023 
 City Council Work Session – September 19, 2023 
 City Council Regular Meeting – September 19, 2023 

   
b) State of Minnesota – Voting, Operations, Technology & Election Resources (Voter) 

Account – County-Municipality Agreement 
 

Authorize the Mayor and City Clerk-Treasurer to execute a State of Minnesota – Voting, 
Operations, Technology & Election Resources (Voter) Account County-Municipality 
Agreement between the City of Winsted and McLeod County, authorizing McLeod County 
to expend the allocated funds for authorized purposes on behalf of the City of Winsted.   
 

c) Work Order No. Eleven (11) – Addendum No. One (1) – Professional Services 
Contract – Bolton and Menk, Incorporated 

 

Authorize the City Administrator and City Clerk-Treasurer to execute Addendum No. One 
(1) to Work Order No. Eleven (11), the Professional Services Contract between the City of 
Winsted and Bolton and Menk, Incorporated, to prepare specifications and provide 
bidding documents, assistance, review and award, for a Snow Removal Equipment (SRE) 
purchase for the Winsted Municipal Airport 10D.   
 

d) Street Maintenance Quote – Bargen, Incorporated – Infrared Patching 
Authorize the City Administrator to approve a quote from Bargen, Incorporated, to complete 
infrared patching on various manholes and water valves located in the City of Winsted, for 
an amount not to exceed $9,600.00. 
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e) Winsted Police Department – Tactical Equipment Purchase 

Authorize the City Administrator to approve a quote from Alpha Tactical for the purchase 
of three (3) active shooter kits/ballistic plates, three (3) helmets, and one (1) shield/bunker 
for the Winsted Police Department, for an amount not to exceed $19,000.00. 
 

f) Parade Permit – Winsted Winter Festival*  

Approve a lighted parade sponsored by the Winsted Area Chamber of Commerce, in 
conjunction with the Winsted Winter Festival on designated streets in the City of Winsted, 
as approved by the Chief of Police, on Saturday, December 2, 2023. 
 

g) Hay Ride Permit – Winsted Winter Festival*  

Grant a hay ride permit to the Winsted Area Chamber of Commerce in conjunction with 
the Winsted Winter Festival for Saturday, December 2, 2023 from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
with the designated route as submitted to the Chief of Police. 
 

h) Resolution R-23-44 – Winsted Volunteer Fire Department Relief Association – 
Gambling Contribution  
Adopt Resolution R-23-44 to accept a contribution from gambling proceeds from the 
Winsted Volunteer Fire Department Relief Association in the amount of $15,000, to be 
dedicated toward the Winsted Volunteer Fire Department’s Capital Improvement Plan. 
 

i) Resolution R-23-45 – Winsted Volunteer Fire Department Relief Association – 
Donation  
Adopt Resolution R-23-45 to accept a donation for the Winsted Volunteer Fire 
Department in the amount of $200.00 to be dedicated toward the Winsted Volunteer Fire 
Department Capital Improvement Fund. 
 

j) Performance Review – City Administrator* 

Schedule a Special Closed City Council Meeting for Tuesday, December 19, 2023 at 4:00 
p.m. in the Vollmer Room at Winsted City Hall to conduct a six-month Performance 
Review for Mr. Neil Schlagel, City Administrator. 

k) Appointment – Winsted Volunteer Fire Department* 

Appoint Mr. William Casey to the position of Volunteer Firefighter with the Winsted 
Volunteer Fire Department, contingent upon passing a criminal background check, pre-
employment physical, and a drug and alcohol test. 
 

l) Claims  
Approve the claims list for November 8, 2023. 

3) PUBLIC HEARINGS 

a) Ordinance O-23-06 – Winsted Municipal Code – Chapter 8 – Text Amendment 
Regarding Chickens in Residential Districts 
 
Conduct a public hearing and receive comments related to proposed text amendments to 
Chapter 8 of the Winsted Municipal Code regarding chickens in residential districts. 
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Consider a motion to adopt Ordinance O-23-06, an ordinance providing text amendments 
to Chapter 8, Section 3 of the Winsted Municipal Code of the City of Winsted, Minnesota, 
with relation to animal control and chickens in residential districts. 
 

4) OLD BUSINESS 

5) NEW BUSINESS 

6) DEPARTMENT REPORT 

a)  Winsted Police Department* 

7) OPEN FORUM  

Open Forum provides residents with the opportunity to address an issue that is not on the 
agenda with the City Council.  The City Council will not take official action on items discussed 
during Open Forum, except to refer items to staff for future report or follow through.   If you 
wish to address the City Council please state your name, address and topic that you wish to 
discuss.  Speakers will be limited to five (5) minutes to discuss an issue and the Mayor will limit 
discussion on any one topic to ten (10) minutes.   
 

8) CITY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATE AND ANNOUNCEMENTS* 

9)   ADJOURN    
 

* Denotes no supporting information included in the packet. 
 
 
 

Winsted City Hall 
201 1st Street North | P.O. Box 126 | Winsted, MN  55395  

(320) 485-2366 | www.winsted.mn.us 

http://www.winsted.mn.us/
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City of Winsted 
City Council Work Session 
Lewis Room 
Tuesday, September 5, 2023 
4:00 p.m. 
 
Present: Mayor Steve Stotko 
 Council Member Jeff Albers 
 Council Member Jesse Cafferty 
 Council Member Steve Ebert 
 Council Member Tom Ollig 
  
Staff Present: Mr. Neil Schlagel, City Administrator 
 Ms. Raquel Kirchoff, City Clerk-Treasurer 
    

I. Call to Order 
 

Mayor Stotko called the Work Session to order at 4:00 p.m.  
 

II. Zion Avenue Improvements – Local Road Improvement Program (LRIP) Application 
 
Mr. Neil Schlagel, City Administrator, stated that the City’s engineer, Bolton and Menk, Incorporated, inquired if 
the City would like to apply for the LRIP grant.  The maximum funds provided by this grant, if awarded, is  
$1.25 Million.  The need for the Zion Avenue improvement project has been discussed by the City Council and 
was planned to be completed if a future development in the area takes place. The current estimated cost for this 
project is $2 Million.  City staff is seeking approval for Bolton and Menk, Incorporated to submit a grant application 
for the LRIP funds and to update the City Council with information for the project if grant funds are awarded to the 
City.  The cost for Bolton and Menk, Incorporated to submit the application is approximately $7,500.00. 
 
Mr. Schlagel stated that City staff is reviewing to confirm what portions of Zion Avenue are City or Township 
owned.   
 
The City Council Members discussed and recommended moving forward with applying for the grant, as long as 
the road to be constructed is rated at least a five (5) ton road, when improved, to avoid deterioration if heavy 
construction equipment drives upon it in the future. 
 

III. Recommended 2024 Budget 
 
Mr. Schlagel provided a similar 2024 Budget presentation that was provided at the August 15, 2023 City Council 
Work Session, with the differences related to including a fifth (5th) officer for the Police Department and more 
money for City parks.  Those differences produce a 2024 Preliminary Property Tax increase of 11.92% percent.    
 
Mr. Schlagel stated that adding a 5th officer would reduce/eliminate On Call time for officers, which would help 
with officer retention. 
 
The City Council Members discussed the 2024 budget, to include: 
 the 5th officer. 
 if City staff completes lawn mowing in the future, instead of using a contractor. 
 the need of two (2) street sweepers – related to the recent approval of the purchase of a sweeper in 2024. 
 the five (5) year capital equipment plan. 
 past parks equipment budgets and reductions, and including more funds in the future for park equipment. 
 the increase for park equipment coming from property tax or increased park improvement fees. 
 reviewing current Park Commission work including focusing on improvements to Hainlin Park as the City’s 

primary park. 
 if the City takes over the public cemetery in the future. 
 the many changing factors related to budgeting, to include changing state government representatives, state 

mandates, economic conditions. 
 the best purchase cycle and life expectancy for purchasing capital equipment. 
 the City of Winsted’s levy compared to other similar cities, and the lack of additional housing in Winsted 

compared to housing in other cities. 
 the amount of large projects in the recent past, plus the needs of the future to include more street and 

infrastructure improvement projects, sidewalk and trail improvements. 
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Mr. Schlagel stated that the City Council will consider adopting the Preliminary 2024 Budget at the September 19, 
2023 City Council Meeting.  The final levy may be lower than the preliminary levy, but not higher.  The City 
Council Members will continue to discuss the final budget during work sessions after the preliminary budget is set. 
 
The City Council Members approved of moving forward with the 2024 Preliminary Property Tax increase of 
11.92% percent, knowing that the final levy increase does not have to stay at that percent.    
 

IV. Other 
 
Mr. Schlagel reviewed the following other information. 
 
a) Winsted Municipal Airport – Runway Condition 

 
A meeting was held with some hangar owners, City staff, and the City engineer at the Winsted Municipal 
Airport, regarding the current state of the runway due to improved runway’s grass never establishing because 
of the ongoing drought.  Three (3) different bids were obtained for repair, with the high bid at approximately 
$60,000.00, and the next bid closest for an altered repair from the high bid, at approximately $30,000.00.  The 
Federal Aviation Association (FAA) stated that the City will not receive FAA funding for the repair.   
 
Mr. Schlagel stated that the bids for repair do not include watering of the runway.   
 
City staff and engineers will continue to review options. 
 

b) St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church of Winsted 
 
Mr. Schlagel stated that the approvals for this project have been moved to the September 19, 2023 meeting.  
Mr. John Anderson, Municipal Development Group, will be present at that meeting. 

 
c) Winsted Volunteer Fire Department (WVFD) – Retirement Pension 

 
Mr. Schlagel stated that the WVFD is reviewing information to consider switching their pension program to 
Public Employees Retirement Association (PERA). 

 
d) McLeod County Cannabis Ordinance 

 
Mr. Schlagel stated that McLeod County drafted a similar ordinance that Wright County adopted related to the 
use of cannabis in public spaces.  If this ordinance is adopted by the McLeod County Board of 
Commissioners, City staff will take the steps for the City Council to consider adopting the County’s ordinance 
as the City’s ordinance. 
 

V. Adjourn 
 

Council Member Cafferty motioned to adjourn the Work Session.  Council Member Ollig seconded the 
motion.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 
 
The Work Session adjourned at 5:52 p.m.           
                  
 
 

 
____________________________________ 
Steve Stotko 
Mayor 
City of Winsted 
 
 

ATTEST: 
 
____________________________________ 
Raquel Kirchoff, CMC 
City Clerk-Treasurer 
City of Winsted 
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City of Winsted 
City Council Meeting 
Council Chambers 
Tuesday, September 5, 2023 
6:00 p.m. 
 
Present:  Mayor Steve Stotko 
   Council Member Jeff Albers 
   Council Member Jesse Cafferty 
   Council Member Steve Ebert 
   Council Member Tom Ollig 
   
Staff Present:  Mr. Neil Schlagel, City Administrator 
   Ms. Raquel Kirchoff, City Clerk-Treasurer 
   Mr. Justin Heldt, Police Chief 
 
1) Mayor Stotko called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

a) The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
b) 2023 Winsted Pride Award Presentations 

 
Mayor Stotko recognized the following 2023 Winsted Pride Award recipients for enhancing the 
aesthetic quality of the property and contributing to the overall enhancement of the City of 
Winsted’s image. 

 Millerbernd Manufacturing – 595 Industrial Drive 
 Aaron and Patricia Kubasch – 179 Westgate Drive 

 
2) Consent Agenda 

 
a) Approval of Minutes 

 
Approved the minutes of the following: 

 City Council Work Session – July 5, 2023 
 City Council Regular Meeting – July 5, 2023 
 City Council Work Session – July 18, 2023 
 City Council Regular Meeting – July 18, 2023 
 City Council Work Session – August 1, 2023 
 City Council Regular Meeting – August 1, 2023 

 
b) Resolution R-23-33 – 2023 Winsted Night Out Donations  
 
 Adopted Resolution R-23-33 to accept donations from various donors to be dedicated toward the 

2023 Winsted Night Out event. 
 

c) Claims  
 Approved the claims list for September 5, 2023. 

Council Member Ollig motioned to adopt the Consent Agenda.  Council Member Albers 
seconded the motion.  Motion carried 5-0. 

3) No Public Hearings 

4) No Old Business 

5) No New Business 

6) Organization Report 

a)  Winsted Arts Council 
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Ms. Julie Guggemos, Winsted Arts Council representative, provided information about the 
Winsted Arts Council, to include the following items. 

 
 Invited teenagers to a pizza and dance party after the 2022 Winsted Area Chamber of 

Commerce (WACC) Business Trick-or-Treat event.  The teenagers provided ideas of future 
events to include photography or cooking classes, open microphone nights, painting, 
etcetera.  They are hungry for programming, but the challenges are finding hosts and 
supervision for those events. 

 During the Winsted Winter Festival, the Arts Council was the judge for the holiday lights 
contest, and it hosted an artisan market in its building.   

 Hosted an author event in January, 2023.  
 Participated in the WACC Women’s Expo. 
 Partnered with the Winsted Library for their rock music program. 
 Hosted a student art exhibit. 
 Hosted Music in the Park every Thursday in July, 2023. 
 Participated in the Winsted Summer Festival as coordinators for the Winsted’s Got Talent 

event. 
 Will help to judge the upcoming 2023 WACC scarecrow contest. 
 Working on an upcoming mural project. 
 Hosting an Octoberfest event on the last Saturday in October at the Blue Note Ballroom, to 

include an exhibit of some items from the McLeod County Historical Society. 
 Ideas for help for the Arts Council include; 

o the City facilitating a work session to bring other community organizations together to 
brainstorm with the Arts Council, to possibly share resources, and to not duplicate efforts. 

o the City consider sponsoring opportunities for the Arts Council to offer services for parks 
programming.  The City could sponsor Music or Art in the Park, for example. 

 Currently spending down the Arts Council’s cash reserves.  Awarded a grant four (4) years 
ago, that covered rent and utilities for a period of two (2) years.  Continue to apply for this 
grant, which is very competitive, but did not receive it two (2) years ago.  Annual expenses 
are approximately $6,000.00 for rent, utilities and insurances. 

. 
7) Department Report 

a)  Building Inspector 
Mr. Scott Qualle, MNSPECT, LLC provided a report to the City Council Members, to include the 

following. 

 Reviewed a handout of information provided to the City Council Members regarding; 

o Permits Issued 

o Inspections Completed 

o Inspections Passed 

 Reviewed  information about the permitting process to include what activity allows a permit 
application to remain active, and what makes them expire. 

 
 Stated that Mr. Tracy Reimann, MNSPECT, LLC, works with the City on new and renewal of 

rental housing permits.  
 
 Provided information regarding current inspection work at the following addresses: 

o 121 1st St. N, Winsted, MN  55395 
o 351 Lewis Ave W, Winsted, MN  55395 

 
8)   Open Forum 
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a) Winsted Boy Scouts Troop 3399 – Eagle Scout Project 
 
Mr. Orrin Eberhard presented an idea for his Eagle Scout project to construct four (4) benches to 
be placed along the Luce Line Trail through Winsted.  The City would have no cost for the 
construction of the benches.  A location map of the benches was provided. 

 
The City Council Members asked if permission was also needed from the Department of Natural 
Resources.  Mr. Eberhard did not think so, and thought all benches would be on Winsted city 
property.  Mr. Neil Schlagel, City Administrator, stated that he would work with Mr. Eberhard to 
check who owned the property before benches would be installed. 

 
b) Winsted Schools – Student Drop Off/Pick Up Locations 
 

Mr. Justin Heldt, Police Chief, requested that drivers avoid the student drop off/pick-up locations 
at the schools if possible; and that drivers in those areas during those times use caution for the 
safety of students. 

 
8) Winsted City Administrator Updates and Announcements 
 

Mr. Schlagel stated that he will participate in the 2023-2024 McLeod for Tomorrow program.  His first 
session to attend will be September 7, 2023. 
 

9) Adjourn 
 

Council Member Albers motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Council Member Ebert seconded 
the motion.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m. 

 

 
 
 

 
____________________________________ 
Steve Stotko 
Mayor 
City of Winsted 
 
 

ATTEST: 
 
____________________________________ 
Raquel Kirchoff, CMC 
City Clerk-Treasurer 
City of Winsted 
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City of Winsted 
City Council Work Session 
Lewis Room 
Tuesday, September 19, 2023 
5:00 p.m. 
 
Present: Mayor Steve Stotko 
 Council Member Jeff Albers 
 Council Member Jesse Cafferty 
 Council Member Steve Ebert 
 Council Member Tom Ollig 
  
Staff Present: Mr. Neil Schlagel, City Administrator 
 Ms. Raquel Kirchoff, City Clerk-Treasurer 
 Mr. Justin Heldt, Police Chief 
    

I. Call to Order 
 

Mayor Stotko called the Work Session to order at 5:00 p.m.  
 

II. Recommended 2024 Budget 
 
Mr. Neil Schlagel, City Administrator, reviewed that the September 19, 2023 City Council Meeting includes a 
recommendation to adopt the 2024 Preliminary Levy.   The City Council Members approved of moving forward 
with what was provided in the packet for the levy. 
 

III. Other 
 
Mr. Schlagel reviewed the following other information. 
 
a) Joint Powers Agreement - Minnesota Anti-Heroin Task Force Program 

 
Mr. Justin Heldt, Police Chief, reviewed a Joint Powers Agreement that the City could enter into with the 
Minnesota Bureau of Criminal Apprehension (BCA) that provides the Police Department with an opportunity to 
recoup overtime expenses for overdose and drug trafficking related matters. 
 
Mr. Heldt provided history of investigations of these types of matters in the years 2020, 2022 and 2023, and 
estimated that overtime paid was approximately $2,000.00 for each case.  
 
Mr. Heldt stated that there is no City cost to enter the agreement.  The agreement requires some monthly 
reporting from the Police Department.  He continued by providing other specifics from the agreement. 
 
Mr. Schlagel stated that the agreement is included on the September 19, 2023 City Council Consent Agenda 
for approval. 
 

b) Howard Lake-Waverly-Winsted (HLWW) Referendum 
 
Mr. Schlagel stated that HLWW staff will provide a presentation at an October, 2023 City Council Meeting, 
regarding the referendum that will be voted upon on November 7, 2023. 

 
c) Grass Lake Farms III – Housing Development 

 
Mr. Schlagel stated that the September 19, 2023 City Council Meeting includes consideration of scheduling a 
Public Hearing related to a Tax Increment Financing (TIF) district established for the proposed multi-family 
housing development in Grass Lake Farms III. 

 
d) Winsted Airport Commission Meeting 

 
Mr. Schlagel stated that he intends to schedule a Winsted Airport Commission Meeting in early October 
related to current runway conditions. 
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IV. Adjourn 
 

Council Member Ollig motioned to adjourn the Work Session.  Council Member Albers seconded the 
motion.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 
 
The Work Session adjourned at 5:49 p.m.           
                  
 
 

 
____________________________________ 
Steve Stotko 
Mayor 
City of Winsted 
 
 

ATTEST: 
 
____________________________________ 
Raquel Kirchoff, CMC 
City Clerk-Treasurer 
City of Winsted 
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City of Winsted 
City Council Meeting 
Council Chambers 
Tuesday, September 19, 2023 
6:00 p.m. 
 
Present:  Mayor Steve Stotko 
   Council Member Jeff Albers 
   Council Member Jesse Cafferty 
   Council Member Steve Ebert 
   Council Member Tom Ollig 
   
Staff Present:  Mr. Neil Schlagel, City Administrator 
   Ms. Raquel Kirchoff, City Clerk-Treasurer 
   Mr. Justin Heldt, Police Chief 
 
1) Mayor Stotko called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

a) The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
b) Years of Service Recognition – City of Winsted Employee  

Mayor Stotko recognized Ms. Amanda Zeidler, Deputy Clerk, for fifteen (15) Years of Service with the City 
of Winsted. 

 
2) Consent Agenda 

 
a) Schedule Public Hearing – Truth-in-Taxation Hearing 

 Scheduled a Truth-in-Taxation Public Hearing for Tuesday, December 5, 2023 at 6:00 p.m. in the City 
Council Chambers at Winsted City Hall. 
 

b) Road Closure Request – United States Postal Service 

Authorized the Winsted Police Chief or designee to close a portion of Main Avenue to through traffic, 
Friday, October 6, 2023, in conjunction with the rededication of the Winsted Post Office, in honor of James 
A. Rodgers.   

c) Resolution R-23-34 – Winsted Police Department Donation  
 Adopted Resolution R-23-34 accepting donations from various donors, to be dedicated to the Winsted 

Police Department Capital Improvement Fund.   
 
d) Resolution R-23-35 – Winsted Holding Activities That Unite People (WHAT UP) Donation  

 Adopted Resolution R-23-35 accepting a contribution from TDS Telecom Service, in the amount of 
$300.00, to be dedicated toward the Winsted Holding Activities that Unite People (WHAT UP) organization. 

e) Security Bank & Trust Company – Pledged Securities 
Approved the Pledged Securities that Security Bank & Trust Company has purchased for the City of 
Winsted for the month of August, 2023. 

f) Building Permit Report – August, 2023 
Approved the Building Permit Report for the month of August, 2023.   

g) Financial Report – July, 2023 
Approved the financial report for the month of July, 2023. 

h) Claims  
Approved the claims list for September 19, 2023. 

i) Joint Powers Agreement – Minnesota Anti-Heroin Task Force Program 
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Authorized the Mayor and City Clerk-Treasurer to execute a Joint Powers Agreement between the State of 
Minnesota on behalf of the Bureau of Criminal Apprehension, and the City of Winsted to participate in the 
Minnesota Anti-Heroin Task Force Program (AHTF) and receive overtime reimbursement as allowed under 
the Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS) Anti-Heroin Task Force Program. 
 
Council Member Ollig motioned to adopt the Consent Agenda.  Council Member Albers seconded 
the motion.  Council Member Ollig abstained from voting on item “e) Security Bank & Trust 
Company – Pledged Securities”.  Motion carried 5-0. 

3) Public Hearings 

a) Ordinance O-23-04 – Annexation – City-Owned Properties 
b) Ordinance O-23-05 – Annexation – Completely Surrounded Properties 
Mayor Stotko provided guidelines for the process of conducting the following public hearings. 

Mr. John Anderson, Municipal Development Group, stated that the City Council will consider two ordinances 
related to annexation.  The first is regarding City owned properties that are within Winsted Township.   

Mr. Anderson provided a background of City Council discussion regarding the proposed properties, stating that 
discussion regarding annexation began approximately one (1) year ago. He continued by stating that a 
meeting was held with Winsted Township, where approximately thirty (30) parcels were discussed.  From 
there, the parcels were narrowed down to those included in tonight’s proposed ordinances; an annexation 
ordinance for four (4) City owned parcels, and an annexation ordinance for six (6) properties that are 
completely surrounded by the City of Winsted borders and may be annexed by ordinance.   

Mr. Anderson stated that the memo he provided, included in the September 19, 2023 City Council Meeting 
packet, lists the parcel information and owners of the parcels considered for annexation. 

Mayor Stotko opened the Public Hearing for Ordinance O-23-04 – Annexation -City-Owned Properties and 
asked for any public comments regarding this ordinance.  No comments were received. 

Mayor Stotko opened the Public Hearing for Ordinance O-23-05 –Annexation - Completely Surrounded 
Properties and asked for any public comments regarding this ordinance. 

Mr. Aaron Kubasch, 179 Westgate Drive, Winsted, Minnesota addressed the City Council.  He stated that he is 
part of the company Limitless, Incorporated (Parcel ID 140100180) that purchased the parcel in approximately 
1998.  He continued by stating that approximately six (6) years ago, Limitless, Incorporated sold about two (2) 
acres of property to Dollar General.  At that time, those two (2) acres were annexed, and he believes the City 
set a precedent at that time of annexation of the two (2) acres, while leaving the rest of the property alone.  He 
requested that the City follow the same process as in the past and not annex Parcel ID 140100180 until it is 
built upon or sold. 

Mr. Kubasch stated that based upon the information that Mr. Schlagel provided to him, the taxes for the parcel 
will increase from approximately $72.00 to approximately $1,200.00.  He continued by stating that Limitless, 
Incorporated would not benefit from being annexed; they do not need fire protection or the sorts of items that 
the City would provide to annexed property. 

Council Member Ollig stated that when a property is annexed, it may be painful for the property owner; 
however, the City has been reviewing annexation of these properties for approximately twenty (20) years to 
correct City borders. 

Mr. Frank Sterner, representative of SJ&F Enterprises Incorporated, (Parcel IDs 140111300 and 140111200) 
stated that he realizes that the City has reviewed annexation for approximately twenty (20) years and 
annexation has occurred to his company parcels in the past that cost the company much money.  Now the 
company is faced with annexation again.  Mr. Sterner asked why the City does not talk to the property owners 
and instead discusses annexation in closed meetings.  He did not know that annexation discussions started 
approximately one year ago.     

Council Member Ollig stated that the City Council Work Sessions are open to the public and the agendas for 
City Council Work Sessions and Meetings are posted on the City’s website.  He continued by stating that Mr. 
Neil Schlagel, City Administrator, previously contacted Mr. Sterner and other property owners to review 
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information about the annexation.  He further stated that the City met with Winsted Township to discuss the 
annexation. 

Mr. Sterner stated that he feels that the City Council has already made their decision.  He continued by stating 
that he, Winsted Township, and McLeod County have a good relationship regarding his property and the 
different ordinances of Winsted Township and McLeod County, with certain variances granted to him by these 
entities.  He continued by stating that approximately twenty (20) years ago when other parcels owned by him 
were annexed into the city, the City made those parcels follow City ordinance which cost him a lot of money.  
Will the City allow the annexed parcels to operate business as they currently are?   

Mr. Sterner stated that he wants it on record that he will not have to do anything more than what he is currently 
doing to comply with City ordinance.  For example, screening, fencing, borderline landscape, material 
stacking/certain height restrictions, etcetera.  He described where he currently has screening. 

Council Member Ollig stated that nothing will change for how the business currently exists.  If at some point in 
the future, Mr. Sterner wants to change something on his property or expand, then the compliance will be 
reviewed. 

Mr. Schlagel stated that without a material change to the business, and if it operates as it is today, Mr. Sterner 
should not have to make any changes to his property to comply with the City.  Mr. Sterner stated that he 
currently has variances for storage and for height of the storage of material that he has on his property from 
both the County and the City, depending on where the parcels are, but not for screening or setbacks.  He 
explained where he had zero (0) setbacks on his property and where material was stored/stacked. He wants to 
operate his property how he is currently.  The City Council Members stated they see no changes needed to his 
operations as long as he does not make any changes to how he is operating today. 

Mr. Mark Ochu and Ms. Jean Ochu, 130 6th Street South, stated that they submitted a letter to the City 
Administrator and City Attorney with their concerns regarding annexation of parcel 140100250.  Mr. Ochu 
stated that they do not see a reason for annexation at this point, due to the fact that the parcel will be sold at 
some point due to the age of him and his sister.  He continued by stating that he has made improvements to 
his property.  He requested annexation to occur when the parcel is sold.  Ms. Ochu stated that she concurs 
with her brother’s opinion and continued by stating that there is no benefit to them from the annexation.  They 
will not receive fire, water, sewer, or police services from the City for the parcel; however, they will pay more 
property taxes.  Mr. Schlagel stated that the City does provide fire and police protection to the parcel. 

Mr. Schlagel stated that if someone purchased and combined the Winsted Township parcels that are currently 
owned by Ochu’s and Limitless, Incorporated, the City would have no control of zoning for those properties 
without annexation.  This concerns the City; those parcels are in the middle of the city. 

Ms. Ochu asked if they could apply a covenant when their property was sold that it must be annexed into the 
City.  Mr. Schlagel nor Mr. Anderson knew if this could be mandated as part of a sale of property.  Mr. Schlagel 
stated if the Ochu’s did not oppose annexation at the point of sale, why did they oppose it now? Was it due to 
increased tax?  The Ochu’s stated yes. 

Mr. Ochu asked if a tax break could be provided to their parcel and the parcel owned by Limitless, 
Incorporated.  The City Council Members stated that could not occur because it could not be considered for all 
of the parcels.  All of the parcels must be treated the same. 

Ms. Ochu asked why Winsted Dental, 591 Main Avenue West, received a tax break.  Council Member Ollig 
explained that they received tax abatement to help with the large improvements they did to the 
building/property that was there before they moved in.  Mr. Ochu stated that they have also made 
improvements to their property, and described the improvements.  He continued by stating that he does not 
know if his and Ms. Ochu’s attendance at the hearing helped their request to not annex their property, but at 
least the City Council heard their point of view. 

Mr. Kubasch asked if Limitless, Incorporated would receive a blight notice for grass that is higher than twelve 
(12) inches high, or if they could continue to have a farmer cut the property twice per year.  The City Council 
Members stated that the properties would need to comply with the City’s grass/blight ordinance and process.  
Although the property owner may receive notices regarding blight; if they are good stewards, they will work 
with the City to get it cut in the timeline needed. 
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Mr. Schlagel stated that he spoke with Mr. Chad Guggemos regarding parcel 140102600; he was not happy 
about the annexation but he understood why the City wants to annex the parcel. 

No further comments were received. 

Council Member Ollig motioned to close the Public Hearing.  Council Member Ebert seconded the 
motion.  Motion carried 5-0.  The Public Hearing closed at 6:40 p.m. 

Council Member Albers motioned to adopt ordinance O-23-04, annexing land located in Winsted 
Township, McLeod County, Minnesota, pursuant to Minnesota Statutes § 414.033 Subdivision 2 (1), 
permitting annexation by ordinance.  Council Member Ollig seconded the motion.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Council Member Ollig motioned to adopt Ordinance O-23-05, annexing land located in Winsted 
Township, McLeod County, Minnesota, pursuant to Minnesota Statutes § 414.033 Subdivision 2 (2), 
permitting annexation by ordinance.  Council Member Ebert seconded the motion.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 
Mr. Schlagel thanked those present for attending, for their comments during the Public Hearing, and for 
keeping the discussion civil.  He continued by stating that appreciated the conversations he had with the 
property owners before the Public Hearing as well. 

 
4) No Old Business 

5) New Business 

a) Resolution R-23-36 – Tax Increment Financing Request – Winsted Leased Housing, LLC 
 
Mr. Shannon Sweeney, David Drown Associates, stated that the City received a request for tax increment 
financing (TIF) assistance from Winsted Leased Housing, LLC for the construction of sixty-five (65) 
apartment units in the Grass Lake Farms III addition/subdivision.  They have requested twenty-five (25) 
years of assistance/reimbursement of new property taxes generated as a result of the construction.  In 
order for the development to be eligible for TIF, twenty percent (20%) of the units need to be made 
available to tenants of a specific income.  The landlord needs to recruit or attract to this market.  This does 
not require a certain rent charged; the rents are what the landlord determines.  No Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) subsidy is required.  Based on TIF projection the project is estimated to generate an 
additional total tax of $138,737.00 each year that would be retained by the TIF district for use to include 
reimbursement to the developer.  The developers indicated that the cost of public improvements/street 
extension and construction are excessive due to inflation, which is why TIF is requested.  Additionally, two 
(2) of their recent projects in other cities received property tax abatement. 
 
Mr. Sweeney stated that the proposed project is market rate housing to provide workforce housing to the 
community.  He continued by stating that all other developers that have proposed projects in Winsted 
recently have requested TIF assistance also, but none of those proposals have gotten this far into the 
process; they have fallen apart due to economic reasons or changes in the market.  
 
Council Member Ollig stated that the developers were present at the recent Economic Development 
Authority (EDA) meeting and are excited to be building in Winsted.  They described the apartments to 
include granite counter tops, and their own washer and dryer.  They estimated that one (1) bedroom 
apartments will rent at $1,100.00, and two (2) bedroom apartments will rent at $1,400.00.  This rent may 
include utilities other than cable television or internet. Estimated occupancy of apartments is May, 2025. 
 
Mr. Sweeney stated that the proposed resolution calls a Public Hearing on November 21, 2023 for the City 
Council to consider approval of the TIF request.  A TIF plan would be drafted before that public hearing.   
 
Mr. Schlagel added that the developer is incurring the cost of providing the public structure/roads, sewer 
and water.    
 
Council Member Albers motioned to adopt Resolution R-23-36, calling for a public hearing on the 
modification of Municipal Development District No. 2, the approval of the Modified Development 
Program related thereto, the establishment of Tax Increment Financing (TIF) District No. 9, and the 
adoption of a Tax Increment Financing Plan relating thereto.  Council Member Ollig seconded the 
motion.  Motion carried 5-0. 
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b) Local Road Improvement Program (LRIP) Grant Application – Zion Avenue  

 
Mr. Schlagel stated that Bolton and Menk, Incorporated informed the City of the application for the LRIP 
grant, of which, eligible funds are estimated at $1.25 Million.  If awarded, the City could use the funds to 
complete the Zion Avenue Improvements project within the City’s Pavement Management Plan.  City staff 
is seeking approval for Bolton and Menk, Incorporated to apply for the grant. 
 
Council Member Cafferty motioned to authorize Bolton and Menk, Incorporated to complete and 
submit an application on behalf of the City of Winsted for a Local Road Improvement Program 
(LRIP) grant, for a cost not to exceed $8,000.00, to fund improvements for Zion Avenue.  Council 
Member Ebert seconded the motion.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

c) Resolution R-23-37 – St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church of Winsted – Preliminary Plat 
  
 Mr. Schlagel stated that St. Johns Evangelical Lutheran Church is planning to build a new church north of 

Westgate.  City staff is reviewing and working with St. Johns to acquire all of the necessary actions 
required for their building project. 

 
 Mr. Anderson stated that multiple applications have been reviewed and recommended by the Planning 

Commission, and are now proposed for approval by the City Council.  Mr. Anderson reviewed the specifics 
of the preliminary and final plat applications for the platted property.  He continued by stating that there are 
different agreements that must be executed and recorded at the same time the mylar plat copies are 
recorded; these are a development agreement, an encroachment agreement, a right of way easement 
agreement, and an easement for egress and ingress purposes over a city property. 

 
 Mr. Anderson stated that the City Attorney has been working with the applicant on some title issues, to 

include a condition added to the final plat approval to state that all title issues and ownership items be 
finalized. He continued by stating that the City Council should be able to approve the proposed resolutions 
with that condition and get everything satisfied.    

 
 Mr. David TeBrake, Miller Architects and Builders, asked if the development agreement had to have City 

Council approval, or if the conditions Mr. Anderson spoke about included the development agreement.  Mr. 
Anderson stated that the development agreement was currently being drafted, and would need to be 
finalized.  It could be brought to the City Council for review; however, there is a condition included in the 
resolutions that a development agreement must be established so the City Council could allow City staff to 
handle that, or let City staff know if the Council should review and approve the development agreement.  
No comments were received from the City Council Members that they preferred to review and approve the 
development agreement. 

 
 Council Member Albers motioned to adopt Resolution R-23-37, granting approval of a Preliminary 

Plat known as St. John’s Lutheran Church Addition Winsted.  Council Member Cafferty seconded 
the motion.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

d) Resolution R-23-38 – St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church of Winsted – Final Plat 
  
 Council Member Ebert motioned to adopt Resolution R-23-38, granting approval of a Final Plat 

known as St. John’s Lutheran Church Addition Winsted.  Council Member Ollig seconded the 
motion.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

e) Resolution R-23-39 – St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church of Winsted – Conditional Use Permit 
(CUP) 
 
Council Member Ollig motioned to adopt Resolution R-23-39, granting approval of a Conditional 
Use Permit (CUP), allowing for a religious institution (church) in the R-1A Single-Family Residential 
Zoning District. Council Member Ebert seconded the motion.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

f) Resolution R-23-40 – St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church of Winsted – Site Plan Review 
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Council Member Cafferty motioned to adopt Resolution R-23-40, granting approval of the Site Plan, 
allowing a church to be constructed in the R-1A Single-Family Residential District.  Council 
Member Albers seconded the motion.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

g) Resolution R-23-41 – 2024 Preliminary Property Tax Levy Certification  
Mr. Schlagel provided a presentation regarding the 2024 Preliminary Property Tax Levy as follows.  He 
stated that this is a proposed budget at this time; a final budget will be adopted in December, 2023. 
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Council Member Albers motioned to adopt Resolution No. R-23-41 certifying the Preliminary 2024 
General Property Tax Levy of $1,499,590 and Preliminary 2024 Debt Service Levy of $459,000 for a 
total Preliminary 2024 Property Tax Levy of $1,958,590.  Council Member Ebert seconded the 
motion.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 
6) No Open Forum 
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7) No City Administrator Updates and Announcements 
8) Adjourn 
 

Mayor Stotko motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Council Member Ollig seconded the motion.  Motion 
carried 5-0. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 7:24 p.m. 

 

 
 
 

 
____________________________________ 
Steve Stotko 
Mayor 
City of Winsted 
 
 

ATTEST: 
 
____________________________________ 
Raquel Kirchoff, CMC 
City Clerk-Treasurer 
City of Winsted 
 

  

 

  







 

\\Ramsey4\h\WSTD\0T5129092\0_SRE Acquisition\A_Project Management\2_Contracts\Contract\Addendum #1\0T5.129092 10D ADDENDUM NO 1_Bidding.docx 

ADDENDUM NO. 1 
SPECIFICATIONS & BIDDING SERVICES 

TO 

WORK ORDER #11 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT  
SRE PURCHASE 

 
WINSTED MUNICIPAL AIRPORT (10D) 

WINSTED, MINNESOTA 
 

This Addendum shall become a part of the original Agreement as described in Work Order No. 11, SRE 
Purchase, dated December 20, 2022.  This addendum is in regard to assisting the City of Winsted with 
assembling specifications and providing bidding services for the SRE Purchase for the Winsted Municipal 
Airport. 
 
WHEREAS, Bolton & Menk, Inc. has an existing Agreement with the City of Winsted dated December 20, 
2022. 
 
WHEREAS, it was determined after the execution of the Professional Services Agreement that the FAA is 
now requiring snow removal equipment purchases in Minnesota to go out for bid requiring additional 
services for creating specifications, bid documents, and bidding services including Buy American criteria. 
 
WHEREAS, FAA has determined that the work under this work order is eligible for reimbursement under 
AIP Entitlement funds and will be submitted under the grant request in 2024. 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT MUTUALLY AGREED, that Bolton & Menk is authorized to complete the additional work 
described herein.   

II.A. SCOPE OF WORK 
 
Work that will be completed will include the following: 
 
1.1 Prepare Specifications 

 
Consultant will assemble the technical specifications necessary for the intended work.  Standard 
FAA specifications will be utilized where possible.  Additional specifications will be prepared to 
address work items or materials that are not covered by FAA specifications.  Consultant will 
assemble preliminary contract documents including instruction to bidders, proposal, equal 
opportunity clauses, construction clauses, construction contract agreement, performance bond, 
payment bond, bid bond, State Requirements, Federal Requirements, bid schedule, wage rates, 
and general provisions.   
 



 

 
1.2 Final Specifications 

Consultant shall submit 90% specifications to the Sponsor for review.  One (1) virtual design 
review meeting will be held to review the bidding documents and discuss Sponsor comments.   
 
A final set of specifications will be prepared which incorporates revisions, modifications, and 
corrections determined during the Sponsors review. 
 

1.3 FAA Final Specifications Review 
Per FAA policy, Consultant shall submit the final draft specifications to FAA for review.  
Consultant will review and address all FAA comments on the specifications for preparation of 
the final bidding documents. 
 

1.4 Prepare Final Bidding Documents 
Consultant shall prepare, reproduce, and distribute 10 sets of bidding documents for the 
project.  In addition, electronic copies of the bid documents will be made available for download 
through the Quest Construction Document Network website (QuestCDN). The Consultant shall 
keep a current list of plan holders and distribute this to interested parties upon request. This 
task also includes coordination required to facilitate these requests.  
 
Required advertisement dates, and bidding dates will be established.  Consultant will submit a 
copy to the Sponsor for distribution to local and selected publications of the project.  The 
Sponsor shall pay for the associated cost of advertising.  

 
1.5 Pre-Bid and Bid Opening 
  No pre-bid meeting will be scheduled for this project.  
 
  Consultant shall attend the virtual bid opening and process the bidding proposals. 
 
1.6 Bid Assistance, Review, and Award 

During the bidding process, Consultant will be available to clarify bidding questions with 
contractors and suppliers, and for consultation with the various entities associated with the 
project. This item also includes contacting bidders to generate interest in the project. 
 
Consultant shall issue addenda as appropriate to interpret, clarify, or change the bidding 
documents as required. Addenda will be made available to the plan holders through Quest CDN. 
Any addenda that are generated as a sole result of the Sponsors error or omission will be 
considered as extra services and Consultant shall be reimbursed for this effort as an amendment 
to this contract.   
  

  Consultant shall advise the Sponsor as to the acceptability of any subcontractors, suppliers, and 
other persons and organizations proposed by the bidders and as to the acceptability of 
substitute materials and equipment proposed by bidders. Consultant shall prepare a 
spreadsheet that includes all bid items for the purpose evaluating the lowest bidder. Consultant 
shall input the as-bid unit prices into the spreadsheet and to verify mathematical computations 
of the bids. Consultant will then provide recommendations to the Sponsor as to the name of the 
apparent low bidder. 
 



 

Consultant will prepare a recommendation of award for the Sponsor to accept or reject the bids 
submitted. If rejection is recommended, Consultant will supply an explanation for their 
recommendation and possible alternative actions the Sponsor can pursue to complete the 
project. Once the Contract Award is made, Consultant will distribute the bid tabulations on 
request of the Sponsor. 



 

II.B. CONSIDERATION 
 
The cost for the above-described services is as follows: 
 

 Task 1: Specifications & Bidding Services  $23,000.00 (Lump Sum) 

  TOTAL AUTHORIZED FEE  $23,000.00  

 

Estimated Federal Share (90%)  $ 20,700.00 

Estimated State Share (0%)  $           0.00 

Estimated Local Share (10%)  $   2,300.00 
 
This work will be completed using the standard hourly rates per the original agreement. 
 
II.C. SCHEDULE 
 

TASK SERVICE DESCRIPTION DATE 

1 Specifications & Bidding Services November 2023- January 2024 

   

 
II.D. AUTHORIZATION 

 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have caused this Amendment to the Agreement to be executed 
in their behalf. 
 
City of Winsted MN   Bolton & Menk, Inc. 
 
 
By: _____________________________  By: _____________________________  
 Neil Schlagel   Date   Ronald A. Roetzel, P.E.  Date 
 City Administrator     Aviation Services Manager 
 
 
Attest: _____________________________ 
 
 _____________________________ 

 
 

 

10/18/2023















CITY OF WINSTED 
RESOLUTION R-23-44 

 
RESOLUTION ACCEPTING DONATIONS 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Winsted is generally authorized to accept donations of real and personal 
property pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Section 465.03 for the benefit of its citizens, and is 
specifically authorized to accept gifts and bequests pursuant to Minnesota Statutes; and 
 
WHEREAS, the following persons and entities have offered to contribute the amount set forth 
below to the Winsted Volunteer Fire Department: 
 
 Name of Donor     Amount 
 Winsted Fire Department Relief Association  $15,000.00 
  
WHEREAS, all such donations have been contributed to be dedicated toward the Winsted 
Volunteer Fire Department’s Capital Improvement Plan, and 
 
WHEREAS, The City Council finds that it is appropriate to accept the donations offered. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Winsted accepts the donation from 
the Winsted Fire Department Relief Association to be dedicated toward the Winsted Volunteer 
Fire Department’s Capital Improvement Plan. 
 
Adopted this 8th day of November, 2023. 
 
       Approved:     
 
 
             
       Steve Stotko, Mayor 
 
Attest:   
 
 
_______________________________ 
Raquel Kirchoff, City Clerk-Treasurer 
 
 
 
 





CITY OF WINSTED 
RESOLUTION R-23-45 

 
RESOLUTION ACCEPTING DONATIONS 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Winsted is generally authorized to accept donations of real and personal 
property pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Section 465.03 for the benefit of its citizens, and is 
specifically authorized to accept gifts and bequests pursuant to Minnesota Statutes; and 
 
WHEREAS, the following person or entity has offered to contribute the amount set forth below 
to the Winsted Volunteer Fire Department: 
 
 Name of Donor      Amount 
 Janet Millerbernd      $200.00 
  
 
WHEREAS, all such donations have been contributed to be dedicated toward the Winsted 
Volunteer Fire Department’s Capital Improvement Plan, and 
 
WHEREAS, The City Council finds that it is appropriate to accept the donation offered. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Winsted accepts the donation from 
Janet Millerbernd, to be dedicated toward the Winsted Volunteer Fire Department’s Capital 
Improvement Plan. 
 
 
Adopted this 8th day of November, 2023. 
 
       Approved:     
 
 
             
       Steve Stotko, Mayor 
 
ATTEST:   
 
 
_______________________________ 
Raquel Kirchoff, City Clerk-Treasurer 
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Checks 10/14/23-11/03/23

Name Check Date Check Amt

10100   CBW
3390e IRS-FEDERAL WITHHOLDING 10/16/2023 $2,365.60 Federal Withholding - P.P. #21
3391e IRS-FICA 10/16/2023 $3,176.94 Medicare/S.S. - P.P. #21
3392e PERA 10/16/2023 $6,507.00 Retirement Contribution - P.P. #21
3393e MN DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE 10/16/2023 $1,189.73 State Withholding - P.P. #21
3394e Security Bank & Trust Company 10/17/2023 $46.00 ACH Bank Fees-August, 2023
3395e Delta Dental of Minnesota 10/17/2023 $720.00 Employer Paid Dental Insurance-September, 2
3396e SW/WC Service Cooperatives 10/17/2023 $18,841.97 Employer Health Ins. Premium-September, 20
3397e First Data Express 10/17/2023 $213.41 Cr. Cd. Fuel Sys. Proc. Fees-August, 2023
3398e The Hartford 10/17/2023 $591.07 STD/LTD/Life Insurance Premium-September, 
3399e RevTrak, Inc. 10/17/2023 $1,694.62 Credit Card Processing Fee-August, 2023
3400e MN DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE 10/20/2023 $425.00 Sales & Use Tax
3401e IRS-FEDERAL WITHHOLDING 10/26/2023 $2,447.74 Federal Withholding - P.P. #22
3402e IRS-FICA 10/26/2023 $3,157.52 Medicare/S.S. - P.P. #22
3403e PERA 10/26/2023 $6,174.54 Retirement Contribution - P.P. #22
3404e MN DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE 10/26/2023 $1,257.50 State Withholding - P.P. #22
3405e MN Dept. of Labor & Industry 10/31/2023 $471.59 2023 - 2nd Quarter Building Permit Surcharges
30698 TDS Telecom 10/16/2023 $1,380.23 PW-2201/3621
30699 Winsted Farmers Co-op 10/27/2023 $1,322.75 PD-Car Fuel
30700 B & B Tire and Auto, LLC 10/30/2023 $67.61 PD-Vehicle Repair/2018 Ford Interceptor
30701 Bolton & Menk, Inc. 10/30/2023 $21,083.75 Engineering-Miscellaneous
30702 Carlo Lachmansingh Sales, Inc. 10/30/2023 $20,790.00 Downtown Street Light Repair Project
30703 CIT 10/30/2023 $2,206.50 IT-Managed Back-up/November, 2023
30704 Citizens State Bank of Waverly 10/30/2023 $1,091.10 H.S.A. Contribution-P.P. #22
30705 Cokato Janitorial, LLC 10/30/2023 $1,582.91 Library-Janitorial Contact/09-16-23-10-15-23
30706 CR Electric, Inc. 10/30/2023 $182.50 Water-Herald Journal Utilities Extension Projec
30707 Emerys Truck and Trailer Repai 10/30/2023 $1,061.63 FD-Vehicle Repair
30708 Gavin Janssen Stabenow & Molda 10/30/2023 $1,123.75 PD-Legal Fees
30709 Gopher State One Call 10/30/2023 $98.55 Locate Fees
30710 Hawkins, Inc. 10/30/2023 $4,369.40 Water-Chemicals for Treatment
30711 Henning Excavating 10/30/2023 $75,000.00 121 Baker Ave E- Escrow Payment/Demolition 
30712 Macy Hertzog 10/30/2023 $25.00 Video Camera Recording/10-17-23 City Counci
30713 Innovative Office Solutions, L 10/30/2023 $101.13 CH-Office Supplies
30714 Mathews Lawn Service 10/30/2023 $500.00 Ordinance Violation/R21.123.0010-0080 on 10-
30715 McLeod Cooperative Assoc. 10/30/2023 $1,275.00 GO Sewer Revenue Bonds, 2023 A-Interest Du
30716 Capital One Commercial 10/30/2023 $112.53 CH-Office Supplies/Doorbell
30717 Aaron Millerbernd 10/30/2023 $41.00 FD-Training Meal Reimbursement 9/14/23-9/16
30718 Mini Biff, LLC 10/30/2023 $154.02 Parks-Mini Biff Rental/Barrett Park 09/21/23-10
30719 MN Chiefs of Police Associatio 10/30/2023 $175.00 PD-Training/Critical Issues Series
30720 Dan Moonen 10/30/2023 $101.68 PD-Meal Reimbursement while at Training on 1
30721 MVTL Laboratories, Inc. 10/30/2023 $161.70 Water Testing
30722 Northland Trust Services, Inc. 10/30/2023 $59,082.50 GO Improvement Bonds-Series 2012B Princip
30723 Pauly's Plumbing & HVAC, Inc. 10/30/2023 $548.70 AP-Furnace Repair
30724 People Service, Inc. 10/30/2023 $14,681.00 WWTF-Monthly Service Fee/November, 2023
30725 Laura Sorensen 10/30/2023 $303.34 FD-Blue Fire Training in Hackensack Mileage a
30726 T-Mobile 10/30/2023 $19.27 PW-Internet for Tablet
30727 Winsted NAPA 10/30/2023 $1,846.09 FD-Vehicle Supplies
30728 Badger Meter, Inc. 11/3/2023 $298.30 Cellular Meter Monthly Fee-October, 2023
30729 Christopher Bahr 11/3/2023 $102.79 Reimbursement for Batteries for CH Doorbell
30730 BHE Community Solar, LLC 11/3/2023 $6,142.27 Electric Utilities-Parks
30731 Brose Farms 11/3/2023 $1,600.00 PW-Stump Removal and Cleanup
30732 C.O.P. Shop, LLC 11/3/2023 $90.00 PD-Radio Maintenance
30733 Center Point Energy 11/3/2023 $521.03 Utilities-Gas
30734 Cintas Corporation 11/3/2023 $101.52 PW-Uniforms
30735 Culligan of Buffalo 11/3/2023 $102.20 PW Garage-Water Cooler Rental
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Checks 10/14/23-11/03/23

Name Check Date Check Amt

30736 Eggert & Gillis, PLLC 11/3/2023 $5,400.00 Legal Fees
30737 Gavin Janssen Stabenow & Molda 11/3/2023 $1,036.75 PD-Legal Fees
30738 Gopher State One Call 11/3/2023 $66.15 Locate Fees
30739 Catalis PWE 11/3/2023 $2,321.40 Website Hosting -10-01-23-09-30-24
30740 Greater MN Communications 11/3/2023 $1,098.24 Print Utility Billing Insert-October, 2023
30741 Herald Journal Publishing, Inc 11/3/2023 $58.88 Publishing-Legals-Chicken Ordinance Public H
30742 Litzau Excavating, Inc. 11/3/2023 $145,246.32 HJ Utility Extension/ARPA Funds
30743 Mini Biff, LLC 11/3/2023 $521.68 Parks-Mini Biff Rental/Winsted Athletic Comple
30744 MNSPECT LLC 11/3/2023 $11,076.66 Building Permits
30745 Northern Lines Contracting 11/3/2023 $683,829.00 CSAH 5 Extension
30746 Security Bank & Trust Company 11/3/2023 $55.00 AP-Laundry for Cleaning Rags and Mop Heads
30747 Streicher's 11/3/2023 $79.99 PD-PD Equipment Plan/L.Caturia
30748 Sweeper Services 11/3/2023 $1,329.67 PW-Sweeper Repair
30749 Winsted Farmers Co-op 11/3/2023 $956.84 PD-Car Fuel
30750 Xcel Energy 11/3/2023 $4,428.00 Electric Utilities-Parks
505974e Bi-Weekly ACH 10/27/2023 $22,322.44

Total Checks $1,148,554.00
_________________________________________________Steve Stotko, Mayor

_________________________________________________Jeff Albers, Council Member

_________________________________________________Jesse Cafferty, Council Member

_________________________________________________Tom Ollig, Council Member

_________________________________________________Steve Ebert, Council Member
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Winsted City Council 
Staff Report 

       October 16, 2023 
Text Amendment Regarding Chickens in Residential Districts 

 
APPLICATION DATA 
 
Meeting/Public 
Hearing Date:    November 8, 2023 
 
Applicant:  City of Winsted 
 
ACTION REQUESTED 
 
To approve or deny a text amendment allowing chickens in certain residential zoning districts by 
amending Chapter 8: Animal, Section 803.000 Animal Control of the municipal code for the City of 
Winsted.  
 
BACKGROUND DATA 
 
Background:   Over the last few months there has been discussion about allowing chickens in certain 

residential zoning districts. After discussion with the Planning Commission and City 
Council, a public hearing has been scheduled with the City Council to amend the 
Animal Control section of the City code to allow chickens in certain residential districts. 
The language has been drafted so that chickens are only allowed in residential areas 
where the owner also owns the lot in which the house or dwelling unit is located on. 
This includes the AG Agricultural District, R-1A Single-Family Residential District and 
R-1B Single-Family Residential District.  

 
This amendment, if approved, would have specific language as to how many chickens 
are allowed, how large the coop and runs can be, how the chickens are kept and what 
type of permit is needed to have chickens. In this case, chickens in the AG, R-1A and 
R-1B districts would be allowed by the approval of an administrative permit if the text 
amendment was approved. It should be noted that chickens and other farm animals are 
already allowed on properties ten acres or larger within the City.   

 
Draft language has been included with this memo for review by the City Council. The 
underlined text is the new text, the striked-through text is proposed to be deleted and 
the regular text will remain as is.  

 
SECTION 3 ANIMAL CONTROL, Section 803.000 Animal Control.  
 
803.000.  Animal Control  
 
803.001.  Definitions. As used in this Chapter, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following 

words shall be defined to mean:  
 

A.  Animal. “Animal” shall mean any mammal, reptile, amphibian, fish, bird (including all fowl and 
poultry) or other member commonly accepted as a part of the animal kingdom. Animals shall be 
classified as follows:  

 
1.  Domestic. “Domestic animals” shall mean those animals commonly accepted as 

domesticated household pets. Unless otherwise defined, such animals shall include dogs, 
cats, caged birds, gerbils, hamsters, guinea pigs, domesticated rabbits, fish, nonpoisonous, 
non-venomous and non-constricting reptiles or amphibians, and other similar animals.  
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2.  Non-Domestic. “Non-Domestic animals” shall mean those animals commonly considered to 

be naturally wild and not naturally trained or domesticated, or which are commonly 
considered to be inherently dangerous to the health, safety, and welfare of people. Unless 
otherwise defined, such animals shall include:  

 
a.  Any member of the large cat family (family felidae) including lions, tigers, cougars, 

bobcats, leopards and jaguars, but excluding commonly accepted domesticated house 
cats.  

 
b.  Any naturally wild member of the canine family (family canidae) including wolves, foxes, 

coyotes, dingoes, and jackals, but excluding commonly accepted domesticated dogs.  
 
c.  Any crossbreeds such as the crossbreed between a wolf and a dog, unless the 

crossbreed is commonly accepted as a domesticated house pet.  
 
d.  Any member or relative of the rodent family including any skunk (whether or not 

descented), raccoon, squirrel, or ferret, but excluding those members otherwise defined 
or commonly accepted as domesticated pets.  

 
e.  Any poisonous, venomous, constricting, or inherently dangerous member of the reptile or 

amphibian families including rattlesnakes, boa constrictors, pit vipers, crocodiles and 
alligators.  

 
f.  Any other animal which is not explicitly listed above but which can be reasonably defined 

by the terms of this subpart, including but not limited to bears, deer, monkeys and game 
fish.  

 
3.  Farm. “Farm animals” shall mean those animals commonly associated with a farm or 

performing work in an agricultural setting. Unless otherwise defined, such animals shall 
include members of the equestrian family (horses, mules), bovine family (cows, bulls), sheep, 
poultry (chickens, turkeys), fowl (ducks, geese), swine (including Vietnamese pot-bellied 
pigs), goats, bees, and other animals associated with a farm, ranch, or stable.  

 
B.  Animal Enclosure. “Animal Enclosure” shall mean any accessory building or portion thereof, 

accessory structure or area of any kind, including, without limitation, coops, pens, runs, kennels 
and pet houses, that is principally used or designed for use as a place for keeping house pets. An 
electronic containment system is not considered an animal enclosure.  

 
CB. Cat. “Cat” shall be intended to mean both the male and female of the felidae species commonly 

accepted as domesticated household pets.  
 
D. Chicken. “Chicken” shall mean a female chicken that serves as a source of eggs, meat or 

feathers.  
 
E. Coop. “Coop” shall mean the structure for the keeping or housing of chickens as permitted by this 

Section. 
 

FC. Dog. “Dog” shall be intended to mean both the male and female of the canine species, commonly 
accepted as domesticated household pets, and other domesticated animals of a dog kind.  

 
GD. Owner. “Owner” shall be intended to mean any person or persons, firm, association or 

corporation owning, keeping, or harboring an animal.  
 
HE. At Large. “At Large” shall be intended to mean off the premises of the owner and not under the 

custody and control of the owner or other person, either by leash, cord, chain, or otherwise 
restrained or confined.  
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IF.  Release Permit. “Release Permit” shall mean a permit issued by the City Clerk’s office for the 

release of any animal that has been taken to the pound, during normal business hours. A release 
permit may be obtained upon payment of a fee in accordance with that regular license 
requirement if the animal is unlicensed, payment of a release fee, and any maintenance costs 
incurred in capturing and impounding the animal. The release fee shall be as established from 
time to time by resolution of the city council. For the purpose of a release permit, any change in 
the registered ownership of an animal subsequent to its impoundment and release shall reset that 
animal’s impoundment count to the beginning of the fee scale.  

 
J. Rooster. Shall mean a male chicken.  
 
K. Run. Shall mean an area attached to a coop where chickens can roam unsupervised.  

 
803.002.  Dogs and Cats.  
 

A.  Running At Large Prohibited. It shall be unlawful for the dog of any person who owns, harbors, or 
keeps a dog, or the parents or the guardians of any such person under 18 years of age, to run at 
large. Dogs on a leash and accompanied by a responsible person or accompanied by and under 
the control and direction of a responsible person so as to be effectively restrained by command 
as by leash, shall be permitted in streets or on public land unless the City has posted an area with 
signs reading "Dogs Prohibited."  

 
B.  License Required.  

 
1.  All dogs over the age of four months kept, harbored, or maintained by their owners in the 

City, shall be licensed and registered with the City. Dog licenses shall be issued by the Clerk-
Treasurer upon payment of the license fee. The owner shall state, at the time application is 
made for the license and upon forms provided for such purpose, his or her name and address 
and the name, breed, color, and sex of each dog owned or kept by him or her. No license 
shall be granted for a dog, which has not been vaccinated against distemper and rabies, as 
provided in this Section. Vaccination shall be performed only by a doctor qualified to practice 
veterinary medicine in the state in which the dog is vaccinated. A veterinarian who vaccinates 
a dog to be licensed in the City shall complete a certificate of vaccination. One copy shall be 
issued to the dog owner for affixing to the license application.  

 
2.  It shall be the duty of each owner of a dog subject to this Section to pay to the 

Clerk/Treasurer the license fee as imposed by the Council by resolution.  
 
3.  Upon payment of the license fee, the Clerk-Treasurer shall issue to the owner a license 

certificate and metallic tag for each dog licensed. The tag shall have stamped on it the year 
for which it is issued and the number corresponding with the number on the certificate. Every 
owner shall be required to provide each dog with a collar to which the license tag must be 
affixed, and shall see that the collar and tag are constantly worn. In case a dog tag is lost or 
destroyed, a duplicate shall be issued by the Clerk-Treasurer. A charge of $5 shall be made 
for each duplicate tag. Dog tags shall not be transferable from one dog to another and no 
refunds shall be made on any dog license fee or tag because of death of a dog or the owner's 
leaving the City before the expiration of the license period.  

 
4.  The licensing provisions of this Subdivision shall not apply to dogs whose owners are non-

residents temporarily within the City, nor to dogs brought into the City for the purpose of 
participating in any dog show, nor shall this provision apply to “seeing eye” dogs properly 
trained to assist blind persons for the purpose of aiding them in going from place to place.  

 
5.  The funds received by the Clerk-Treasurer from all dog licenses and metallic tags fees shall 

first be used to defray any costs incidental to the enforcement of this Section; including, but 
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not restricted to, the costs of licenses, metallic tags, and impounding and maintenance of the 
dogs.  

 
C.  Vaccination.  

 
1.  All dogs and cats kept harbored, maintained, or transported within the City shall be 

vaccinated at least once every three years by a licensed veterinarian for:  
 

a. Rabies—with a live modified vaccine; and  
 
b. Distemper  

 
2.  A certificate of vaccination must be kept on which is stated the date of vaccination, owner's 

name and address, the animal's name (if applicable), sex, description and weight, the type of 
vaccine, and the veterinarian's signature. Upon demand made by the Clerk- Treasurer or a 
police officer, the owner shall present for examination the required certificate(s) of vaccination 
for the animal(s). In cases where certificates are not presented, the owner or keeper of the 
animal(s) shall have seven days in which to present the certificate(s) to the Clerk-Treasurer 
or police officer. Failure to do so shall be deemed a violation of this Section.  

 
803.003.  Non-Domestic Animals. It shall be illegal for any person to own, possess, harbor, or offer for 

sale, any non-domestic animal within the City limits. Any owner of such an animal at the time of 
adoption of this Code shall have thirty days in which to remove the animal from the City after 
which time the City may impound the animal as provided for in this Section. An exception shall 
be made to this prohibition for animals specifically trained for and actually providing assistance 
to the handicapped or disabled, and for those animals brought into the City as part of an 
operating zoo, veterinarian clinic, scientific research laboratory, or a licensed show or 
exhibition.  

 
803.004.  Farm Animals. Farm animals shall only be kept in an agricultural district of the City, or on a 

residential lot of at least ten (10) acres in size provided that no animal shelter shall be within 
three hundred (300) feet of an adjoining piece of property. An exception shall be made to this 
subsection for those animals brought into the City as part of an operating zoo, veterinarian 
clinic, scientific research laboratory, or a licensed show or exhibition, or as specified below in 
this Section.  

 
A. Keeping of Chickens. 

 
1. Administrative Permit Required: 
 

a. The keeping of chickens may be allowed upon a property developed with a single-family 
detached dwelling unit within the AG Agricultural District, R-1A Single-Family Residential 
District and R-1B Single-Family Residential District subject to approval of an 
administrative permit in accordance with Section 1501.009. Administrative Permits and 
Approvals of Chapter 15: Winsted Zoning Ordinance of the municipal code for the City of 
Winsted and the provisions of this section. This is not intended to include single-family 
detached dwelling units that include homeowner association common area as their yard 
space. 
 

b. The application for an administrative permit shall include the information required by 
Section 1501.009. Administrative Permits and Approvals of Chapter 15: Winsted Zoning 
Ordinance of the municipal code for the City of Winsted and the following additional 
information: 

 
(i) The breed and number of chickens to be kept. 
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(ii) A detailed sketch plan of the property drawn to scale including, but not limited to, the 
location and dimensions of the coop and run including setbacks to the property line 
and buildings located on the property. 

 
(iii) Specifications for the coop and run including, but not limited to, dimensions, exterior 

finish materials, height and construction methods. 
 

(iv) A written statement that the applicant will at all times keep the chickens in 
accordance with all of the conditions prescribed by the City, or modifications thereof, 
and that failure to obey such conditions will constitute a violation of the provisions of 
this section and will be grounds for cancellation of the permit; 

 
(v) Any other information the City deems necessary to evaluate the application for 

compliance with the requirements of this section and the Winsted municipal code. 
 

c. An administrative permit approved in accordance with this section shall not be transferred 
to another owner upon the sale or change in occupancy of the property to which it is 
issued and shall not be transferred to another property. 

 
2. Performance Standards: 

 
a. Premises Occupied by Owner. The owner of the chickens must occupy the premises for 

which the administrative permit is issued. 
 
b. Chickens. 

 
(i) The maximum number of chickens allowed to be kept on a property shall be five (5) 

chickens. 
 
(ii) The keeping of roosters is prohibited. 

 
c. Coop and Outdoor Exercise Area Specifications: A structure for housing the chickens 

herein defined as a coop and outdoor exercise area herein defined as a run shall be 
provided for the keeping of chickens in accordance with requirements for accessory 
buildings and fences in this and the following requirements: 

 
(i) Area. 
 

(a) The interior floor space of the coop shall provide a minimum of two (2) square 
feet for each chicken authorized by the administrative permit. 

 
(b) The coop shall not exceed twenty-four (24) square feet in area. 

 
(ii) Coop Exterior. The exterior finish of the coop shall be wood provided that the 

surfaces are painted or stained for exterior use or the wood is of proven durability for 
exterior use, such as cedar, redwood, or cypress. 

 
(iii) Coop Winterized. The coop shall be winterized so as to provide protection for the 

chickens during winter. 
 
(iv) Enclosed Run. A run with sides and overhead fully enclosed by fencing or wire mesh 

or netting with a minimum area of five (5) square feet and maximum area of twenty 
(20) square feet per chicken authorized by the administrative permit shall be provided 
and attached to the coop so as to provide controlled access between the coop and 
run. 
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(v) Predators and Vermin Prevented Access. The construction of and materials used for 
the coop and run must be adequate to prevent access by predators and vermin. 

 
(vi) Location. 
 

(a) The coop and run shall be located only within a rear yard as defined by Chapter 
15: Winsted Zoning Ordinance of the municipal code for the City of Winsted. 
 

(b) The coop and run shall be set back a minimum of twenty feet (20') from any lot 
line and forty feet (40’) from any residential dwelling on abutting properties. 

 
(c) The coop and run shall not be located within a drainage and utility easement. 

 
(d) The coop and run shall be located closer to the principal dwelling upon the 

property to which the administrative permit is issued than any other residential 
dwelling on an abutting property. 

 
d. Confinement. Chickens shall be confined inside of a coop from sunset to sunrise each 

day to prevent attracting predators and minimize nuisance noise. 
 
e. Keeping of Feed: All feed for chickens shall be stored inside of an enclosed structure or 

within a watertight and vermin proof container. 
 
f. Waste. 
 

(i) The chicken coop and run shall be kept in a sanitary and odor free condition, 
including the regular and frequent removal, storage in a leak proof container, and 
proper disposal of any accumulated feces or waste that may create a hazard to 
public health, safety, and welfare. 
 

(ii) Feces, discarded feed, and chicken carcasses shall not be composted or buried upon 
the property. 

 
g. Prohibited Activities. 
 

(i) No chicken shall be permitted to roam freely in any area not on the premises to which 
an administrative permit has been issued in accordance with this section. 
 

(ii) Chickens shall not be kept or allowed at any time within a residential dwelling or 
accessory structure other than a coop allowed by this section. 

 
(iii) Eggs from chickens kept upon the property to which the administrative permit is 

issued are for personal use and consumption by the occupants and shall not be 
offered for sale or sold. 

 
(iv) The slaughtering of chickens upon a residential property is prohibited. 

 
(v) Chickens shall not be kept for breeding purposes. 

 
3. Administration and Enforcement. 

 
a. The administrative permit shall be administered in accordance with Section 1501.009. 

Administrative Permits and Approvals of Chapter 15: Winsted Zoning Ordinance of the 
municipal code for the City of Winsted. 
 

b. The premises, including the chicken coop and run, for which a permit is issued in 
accordance with this section shall at all reasonable times be open to inspection by the 
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City to determine compliance with the requirements of the administrative permit, this 
section, or other provisions of this section relating to public health, safety, and welfare. 

 
c. The City, upon written notice, may revoke a permit for failure to comply with provisions of 

this Section or any of the permit’s conditions.  
 
803.005.  Impounding.  
 

A.  Running At Large. Any unlicensed animal running at large is hereby declared a public nuisance. 
Any police officer may impound any animal found unlicensed or any animal found running at large 
and shall give notice of the impounding to the owner of such animal, if known. In case the owner 
is unknown, the officer shall post notice at the City office that if the animal is not claimed within 
the time specified in paragraph C, it will be sold or otherwise disposed of. Except as otherwise 
provided in this Section, it shall be unlawful to kill, destroy, or otherwise cause injury to any 
animal.  

 
B.  Biting Animals. Any animal that has not been inoculated by a live modified rabies vaccine and 

which has bitten any person, wherein the skin has been punctured or the services of a doctor are 
required, shall be confined in the City Pound for a period of not less than ten days, at the expense 
of the owner. The animal may be released at the end of such time if healthy and free from 
symptoms of rabies, and by the payment of all costs by the owner. However, if the owner of the 
animal shall elect immediately upon receipt of notice of need for such confinement by the officer 
to voluntarily and immediately confine the animal for the required period of time in a veterinary 
hospital of the owner’s choosing, not outside of the County in which this city is located, and 
provide immediate proof of such confinement in such manner as may be required, the owner may 
do so. If, however, the animal has been inoculated with a live modified rabies vaccine and the 
owner has proof of the vaccination by a certificate from a licensed veterinarian, the owner may 
confine the dog or other animal to the owner's property.  

 
C.  Reclaiming. All animals conveyed to the pound shall be kept, with humane treatment and 

sufficient food and water for their comfort, at least five regular business days, unless the animal is 
a dangerous animal as defined under § 803.011 in which case it shall be kept for seven regular 
business days or the times specified in § 803.011, and except if the animal is a cruelly- treated 
animal in which case it shall be kept for ten regular business days, unless sooner reclaimed by 
their owners or keepers as provided by this Section. In case the owner or keeper shall desire to 
reclaim the animal from the pound, the following shall be required, unless otherwise provided for 
in this code or established from time to time by resolution of the city council:  

 
1.  Payment of the release fee and receipt of a release permit from the City Clerk’s office;  
 
2.  Payment of maintenance costs, as provided by the pound, per day or any part of day while 

animal is in said pound; and  
 
3. If a dog is unlicensed, payment of a regular license fee, plus payment of the late fee, and 

valid certificate of vaccination for rabies and distemper shots is required.  
 
D.  Unclaimed Animals. At the expiration of the times established in Subdivision 3, if the animal has 

not been reclaimed in accordance with the provisions of this Section, the officer appointed to 
enforce this Section may let any person claim the animal by complying with all provisions in this 
Section, or the officer may sell the animal to the University of Minnesota, or cause the animal to 
be destroyed in a proper and humane manner and shall properly dispose of the remains thereof. 
Any money collected under this Section shall be payable to the Clerk-Treasurer.  

 
E.  Non-Domestic Animals and Farm Animals. All non-domestic animals and farm animals located 

within the city limits in violation of 801.002 and 803.003 shall be impounded and held pursuant to 
paragraphs C. and D. hereinabove.  
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803.006.  Kennels.  
 
A.  Definition of Kennel. The keeping of four or more dogs and/or cats on the same premises, 

whether owned by the same person or not and for whatever purpose kept, shall constitute a 
“kennel;” except that a fresh litter of pups and/or kittens may be kept for a period of four months 
before such keeping shall be deemed to be a “kennel.”  

 
B.  Kennel as a Nuisance. Because the keeping of four or more dogs and/or cats on the same 

premises is subject to great abuse, causing discomfort to persons in the area by way of smell, 
noise, hazard, and general aesthetic depreciation, the keeping of four or more dogs and/or cats 
on the premises is hereby declared to be a nuisance and no person shall keep or maintain a 
kennel within the City. (Ord. O-10-06; 7/6/10)  

 
803.007.  Nuisances.  
 

A.  Habitual Barking. It shall be unlawful for any person to keep or harbor a dog which habitually 
barks or cries. Habitual barking shall be defined as barking for repeated intervals of at least three 
minutes with less than one minute of interruption. Such barking must also be audible off of the 
owner's or caretaker's premises. 

 
B.  Dogs Disturbing the Peace. It shall be unlawful for any person to own, keep, have in possession, 

or harbor any dog which howls, yelps, or barks to the reasonable annoyance of disturbing a quiet 
and peaceful neighborhood. Any person violating this section, who upon written notice by a police 
officer, or animal control officer to stop or prevent the annoyance, and refuses to comply with the 
request, will be issued a citation or arrested in accordance with Minnesota Rules of Criminal 
Procedure, and if the officer deems it necessary to stop the annoyance, may have the dog taken 
to the City animal pound, until a court determination is made. Any dog placed in the pound may 
be reclaimed by the owner upon payment of the fee prescribed, and if not reclaimed may, 
according to Section 803.008 be disposed of in the manner provided.  

 
This provision shall require the complainant to sign a written statement basing his/her complaint 
against said dog, before the owner shall be cited, or said dog shall be impounded.  

 
C.  Damage to Property. It shall be unlawful for any person's dog or other animal to damage any 

lawn, garden, or other property, whether or not the owner has knowledge of the damage. Any 
animal covered by this subdivision may be impounded as provided in this Section or a complaint 
may be issued by anyone aggrieved by an animal under this Section, against the owner of the 
animal for prosecution under this Section.  

 
D.  Cleaning up litter. The owner of any animal or person having the custody or control of any animal 

shall be responsible for cleaning up any feces of the animal and disposing of such feces in a 
sanitary manner whether on their own property, on the property of others or on public property. 
Any person violating this section shall be punishable by a fine of $50. Any person who is found 
guilty of subsequent violations of this section shall be punished by a fine of at least $100.  

 
E.  Other. Any animals kept contrary to this Section are subject to impoundment as provided in 

paragraph 803.005  
 
803.008.  Seizure of Animals. Any police officer or animal control officer may enter upon private property 

and seize any animal provided that following exist:  
 

A.  There is an identified complainant other than the police officer or animal control officer making a 
contemporaneous complaint about the animal;  

 
B.  The officer reasonably believes that the animal meets either the barking dog criteria set out in 

803.007.A.1; the criteria for cruelty set out in 803.013; or the criteria for an at large animal set out 
in 803.001.E;  
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C.  The officer has made a reasonable attempt to contact the owner of the property and those 

attempts have either failed or have been ignored;  
 
D.  The seizure will not involve the forced entry into a private residence. Use of a pass key obtained 

from a property manager, landlord, innkeeper, or other authorized person to have such key shall 
not be considered unauthorized entry; and 

 
E.  Written notice of the seizure is left in a conspicuous place if personal contact with the owner of 

the animal is not possible.  
 
803.009.  Animals Presenting a Danger to Health and Safety of City. If, in the reasonable belief of any 

person or police officer, an animal presents an immediate danger to the health and safety of 
any person, or the animal is threatening imminent harm to any person, or the animal is in the 
process of attacking any person, the officer may destroy the animal in a proper and humane 
manner. Otherwise the person or officer may apprehend the animal and deliver it to the pound 
for confinement under paragraph 803.005. If the animal is destroyed, a charge as determined 
by resolution of the City Council, to dispose of the animal is payable by the owner of the animal. 
If the animal is found not to be a danger to the health and safety of the City, it may be released 
to the owner or keeper in accordance with paragraph 803.005.C.  

 
803.010.  Diseased Animals.  
 

A.  Running At Large. No person shall keep or allow to be kept on his or her premises, or on 
premises occupied by them, nor permit to run at large in the City, any animal which is diseased 
so as to be a danger to the health and safety of the City, even though the animal be properly 
licensed under this Section.  

 
B.  Confinement. Any animal reasonably suspected of being diseased and presenting a threat to the 

health and safety of the public, may be apprehended and confined in the pound by any person or 
police officer. The police officer shall have a qualified veterinarian examine the animal. If the 
animal is found to be diseased in such a manner so as to be a danger to the health and safety of 
the City, the officer shall cause such animal to be painlessly killed and shall properly dispose of 
the remains. The owner or keeper of the animal killed under this Section shall be liable for at least 
$75 or such greater amount as determined by resolution of the City Council to cover the cost of 
maintaining and disposing of the animal, plus the costs of any veterinarian examinations.  

 
C.  Release. If the animal, upon examination, is not found to be diseased within the meaning of this 

Section, the animal shall be released to the owner or keeper free of charge.  
 
803.011.  Dangerous Animals.  
 

A.  Attack by an animal. It shall be unlawful for any person's animal to inflict or attempt to inflict bodily 
injury to any person or other animal whether or not the owner is present. This section shall not 
apply to an attack by a dog under the control of an on-duty law enforcement officer or to an attack 
upon an uninvited intruder who has entered the owner’s home with criminal intent.  

 
B.  Destruction of dangerous animal. The animal control officer shall have the authority to order the 

destruction of dangerous animals in accordance with the terms established by this ordinance.  
 
C.  Definitions.  
 

1.  A dangerous animal is an animal which has:  
 

a.  Caused bodily injury or disfigurement to any person on public or private property; or  
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b.  Engaged in any attack on any person under circumstances which would indicate danger 
to personal safety; or  

 
c.  Exhibited unusually aggressive behavior, such as an attack on another animal; or  
 
d.  Bitten one or more persons on two or more occasions; or  
 
e.  Been found to be potentially dangerous and/or the owner has personal knowledge of the 

same, the animal aggressively bites, attacks, or endangers the safety of humans or 
domestic animals.  

 
2.  A potentially dangerous animal is an animal which has:  
 

a.  Bitten a human or a domestic animal on public or private property; or  
 
b.  When unprovoked, chased or approached a person upon the streets, sidewalks, or any 

public property in an apparent attitude of attack; or  
 
c.  Has engaged in unprovoked attacks causing injury or otherwise threatening the safety of 

humans or domestic animals.  
 
3.  Proper enclosure. Proper enclosure means securely confined indoors or in a securely locked 

pen or structure suitable to prevent the animal from escaping and to provide protection for the 
animal from the elements. A proper enclosure does not include a porch, patio, or any part of 
a house, garage, or other structure that would allow the animal to exit of its own volition, or 
any house or structure in which windows are open or in which door or window screens are 
the only barriers which prevent the animal from exiting. The enclosure shall not allow the 
egress of the animal in any manner without human assistance. A pen or kennel shall meet 
the following minimum specifications:  

 
a.  Have a minimum overall floor size of 32 square feet.  
 
b.  Sidewalls shall have a minimum height of five feet and be constructed of 11- gauge or 

heavier wire. Openings in the wire shall not exceed two inches, support posts shall be 
one-and-one-quarter- inch or larger steel pipe buried in the ground 18 inches or more. 
When a concrete floor is not provided, the sidewalls shall be buried a minimum of 18 
inches in the ground.  

 
c.  A cover over the entire pen or kennel shall be provided. The cover shall be constructed of 

the same gauge wire or heavier as the sidewalls and shall also have no openings in the 
wire greater than two inches.  

 
d.  An entrance/exit gate shall be provided and be constructed of the same material as the 

sidewalls and shall also have no openings in the wire greater than two inches. The gate 
shall be equipped with a device capable of being locked and shall be locked at all times 
when the animal is in the pen or kennel.  

 
4.  Unprovoked. Unprovoked shall mean the condition in which the animal is not purposely 

excited, stimulated, agitated or disturbed.  
 
D.  Designation as potentially dangerous animal. The animal control officer shall designate any 

animal as a potentially dangerous animal upon receiving such evidence that such potentially 
dangerous animal has, when unprovoked, then bitten, attacked, or threatened the safety of a 
person or a domestic animal as stated in paragraph 803.011.C.2. When an animal is declared 
potentially dangerous, the animal control officer shall cause one owner of the potentially 
dangerous animal to be notified in writing that such animal is potentially dangerous.  
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E.  Evidence justifying designation. The animal control officer shall have the authority to designate 
any animal as a dangerous animal upon receiving evidence of the following:  

 
1.  That the animal has, when unprovoked, bitten, attacked, or threatened the safety of a person 

or domestic animal as stated in paragraph 803.011.C.1.  
 
2.  That the animal has been declared potentially dangerous and such animal has then bitten, 

attacked, or threatened the safety of a person or domestic animal as stated in paragraph 
803.011.C.1.  

 
F.  Authority to order destruction. The animal control officer, upon finding that an animal is dangerous 

hereunder, is authorized to order, as part of the disposition of the case, that the animal be 
destroyed based on a written order containing one or more of the following findings of fact:  

 
1.  The animal is dangerous as demonstrated by a vicious attack, an unprovoked attack, an 

attack without warning or multiple attacks; or  
 
2.  The owner of the animal has demonstrated an inability or unwillingness to control the animal 

in order to prevent injury to persons or other animals.  
 
G.  Procedure. The animal control officer, after having determined that an animal is dangerous, may 

proceed in the following manner:  
 

1.  The animal control officer shall cause one owner of the animal to be notified in writing or in 
person that the animal is dangerous and may order the animal seized or make such orders 
as deemed proper. This owner shall be notified as to dates, times, places and parties bitten, 
and shall be given 14 days to appeal this order by requesting a hearing before the city council 
for a review of this determination.  

 
a.  If no appeal is filed, the orders issued will stand or the animal control officer may order 

the animal destroyed.  
 
b.  If an owner requests a hearing for determination as to the dangerous nature of the 

animal, the hearing shall be held before the city council, which shall set a date for hearing 
not more than three weeks after demand for the hearing. The records of the animal 
control or city clerk’s office shall be admissible for consideration by the animal control 
officer without further foundation. After considering all evidence pertaining to the 
temperament of the animal, the city council shall make an order as it deems proper. The 
city council may order that the animal control officer take the animal into custody for 
destruction, if such animal is not currently in custody. If the animal is ordered into custody 
for destruction, the owner shall immediately make the animal available to the animal 
control officer.  

 
c.  No person shall harbor an animal after it has been found by to be dangerous and ordered 

into custody for destruction.  
 
H.  Stopping an attack. If any police officer or animal control officer is witness to an attack by an 

animal upon a person or another animal, the officer may take whatever means the officer deems 
appropriate to bring the attack to an end and prevent further injury to the victim.  

 
I.  Notification of new address. The owner of an animal which has been identified as dangerous or 

potentially dangerous must notify the animal control officer in writing if the animal is to be 
relocated from its current address or given or sold to another person. The notification must be 
given in writing at least 14 days prior to the relocation or transfer of ownership. The notification 
must include the current owner's name and address, the relocation address, and the name of the 
new owner, if any.  
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803.012.  Dangerous animal requirements.  
 

A.  Requirements. If the city council does not order the destruction of an animal that has been 
declared dangerous, the city council may, as an alternative, order any or all of the following:  

  
1.  That the owner provide and maintain a proper enclosure for the dangerous animal as 

specified in section 803.011.C.3;  
 
2.  Post the front and the rear of the premises with clearly visible warning signs, including a 

warning symbol to inform children, that there is a dangerous animal on the property as 
specified in Minnesota Statute 347.51;  

 
3.  Provide and show proof annually of public liability insurance in the minimum amount of 

$300,000;  
 
4.  If the animal is a dog and is outside the proper enclosure, the dog must be muzzled and 

restrained by a substantial chain or leash (not to exceed six feet in length) and under the 
physical restraint of a person 16 years of age or older. The muzzle must be of such design as 
to prevent the dog from biting any person or animal, but will not cause injury to the dog or 
interfere with its vision or respiration;  

 
5.  If the animal is a dog, it must have an easily identifiable, standardized tag identifying the dog 

as dangerous affixed to its collar at all times as specified in Minnesota Statute 347.51;  
 
6.  All animals deemed dangerous by the animal control officer shall be registered with the 

County in which this city is located within 14 days after the date the animal was so deemed 
and provide satisfactory proof thereof to the animal control officer.  

 
7.  If the animal is a dog, the dog must be licensed and up to date on rabies vaccination. If the 

animal is a cat or ferret, it must be up to date with rabies vaccination.  
 
B.  Seizure. Animal control shall immediately seize any dangerous animal if the owner does not meet 

each of the above requirements within 14 days after the date notice is sent to the owner that the 
animal is dangerous. Seizure may be appealed to district court by serving a summons and 
petition upon the city and filing it with the district court.  

 
C.  Reclaiming animals. A dangerous animal seized under section 803.012.B, may be reclaimed by 

the owner of the animal upon payment of impounding and boarding fees, and presenting proof to 
animal control that each of the requirements under subsection 803.012.B, is fulfilled. An animal 
not reclaimed under this section within 14 days may be disposed of as provided under section 
803.011.F, and the owner is liable to animal control for costs incurred in confining the animal.  

 
D.  Subsequent offenses. If an owner of an animal has subsequently violated the provisions under 

section 803.011 with the same animal, the animal must be seized by animal control. The owner 
may request a hearing as defined in section 803.011.F. If the owner is found to have violated the 
provisions for which the animal was seized, the animal control officer shall order the animal 
destroyed in a proper and humane manner and the owner shall pay the costs of confining the 
animal. If the person is found not to have violated the provisions for which the animal was seized, 
the owner may reclaim the animal under the provisions of subsection 803.012.C. If the animal is 
not yet reclaimed by the owner within 14 days after the date the owner is notified that the animal 
may be reclaimed, the animal may be disposed of as provided under section 803.011.F and the 
owner is liable to the animal control for the costs incurred in confining, impounding and disposing 
of the animal.  

 
803.013.  Basic Care. All animals shall receive from their owners or keepers kind treatment, housing in 

the winter, and sufficient food and water for their comfort. Any person not treating their pet in 
such a humane manner will be subject to the penalties provided in this Section.  
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803.014.  Breeding Moratorium. Every female dog or female cat in heat shall be confined in a building 

or other enclosure in such manner that it cannot come in contact with another dog or cat except 
for planned breeding. Upon capture and failure to reclaim the animal, every dog or cat shall be 
neutered or spayed prior to being transferred to a new owner.  

 
803.015.  Enforcing Officer. The Council is hereby authorized to appoint an animal control officer(s) to 

enforce the provisions of this Section. In the officer's duty of enforcing the provisions of this 
Section, he or she may from time to time, with the consent of the Council, designate assistants.  

 
803.016.  Pound. Every year the Council shall designate an official pound to which animals found in 

violation of this chapter shall be taken for safe treatment, and if necessary, for destruction.  
 
803.017.  Interference with Officers. No person shall in any manner molest, hinder, or interfere with any 

person authorized by the Council to capture dogs, cats or other animals and convey them to 
the pound while engaged in such operation. Nor shall any unauthorized person break open the 
pound, or attempt to do so, or take or attempt to take from any agent any animal taken up by 
him or her in compliance with this Chapter, or in any other manner to interfere with or hinder 
such officer in the discharge of his or her duties under this Chapter.  

 
803.018.  Unwanted Animals. The City is not required to render aid in the disposal or removal of any 

unwanted animals, such as wild or domesticated animals in a live trap, wild animals located in a 
building, wood pile, or garden, unless the same poses an immediate threat to human safety. 
This section of the Municipal Code of the City of Winsted does not prevent any person from live 
trapping or removing any unwanted animal (whether alive or domesticated) from their property 
or property which they are renting.  

 
803.019.  Violations and Penalties.  
 

A.  Separate Offenses. Each day a violation of this Chapter is committed or permitted to continue 
shall constitute a separate offense and shall be punishable as such under this Section.  

 
B.  Misdemeanor. Unless otherwise provided, violation of this Chapter shall constitute a 

misdemeanor punishable as per Minnesota Statute § 609.02, Subd. 3.  
 
C.  Petty Misdemeanor. Violations of §§ 803.002, 803.007, 803.013 and 803.014 are petty 

misdemeanors punishable by a fine as stated in Minnesota Statute § 609.02, Subd. 3. 
 
CITY COUNCIL ACTION REQUIRED 
 
After the public hearing is closed and review and discussion by the members of the City Council, a motion 
is in order to approve or deny the text amendment request.  
 
Possible action items - Text Amendment  
1. Approve the text amendment. 
2. Table the text amendment to a date specific, and provide direction on the issues that have been 

discussed. 
3. Deny the text amendment. 
4.  Other specific action as directed by the City Council such as continuing the public hearing to the next 

City Council meeting.  
 
If you have any questions relating to the text amendment prior to the City Council meeting, please feel 
free to contact me at:  jandersonmdg@gmail.com or call my cell phone at 612-598-4987. 
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Sincerely, 
 
MUNICIPAL DEVELOPMENT GROUP, LLC 
 

John Anderson 
 
John Anderson, Associate 
Consulting Planner, City of Winsted 
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CITY OF WINSTED 
ORDINANCE NO. O-23-06 

 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 8: ANIMALS, SECTION 3, ANIMAL 

CONTROL OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE CITY OF WINSTED. 
 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WINSTED DOES HEREBY ORDAIN: 
 
SECTION 1. The Municipal Code of the City of Winsted is hereby amended by 

amending text in Chapter 8: Animals, Section 3 Animal Control with the 
following:  

 
(As per attached Exhibit A) 

 
SECTION 2. EFFECTIVE DATE.  The effective date of this Ordinance shall be 

after its adoption and publication, according to law. 
 
SECTION 3.  REPEAL. To the extent any other Ordinance of the City of Winsted is 

inconsistent herewith, the same is repealed. 
 
SECTION 4. SUMMARY APPROVED.  The Council hereby determines that the 

text of the summary of this ordinance marked “Official Summary of 
Ordinance No. O-23-06” and a copy of which is attached to this 
ordinance, clearly informs the public of the intent and effect of this 
ordinance. The Council further determines that publication of the title 
and this summary will clearly inform the public of the intent and the 
effect of this ordinance. The Clerk shall file a copy of this ordinance and 
the summary in the Clerk’s office which shall be available for inspection 
by any person during regular office hours. 

 
 
ADOPTED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WINSTED, 
MINNESOTA, THIS 8TH DAY OF NOVEMBER, 2023. 
 
 
 

        
Steve Stotko, Mayor 

Attest: 
 
 
     __      
Raquel Kirchoff, City Clerk-Treasurer 
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EXHIBIT A 
 

CHAPTER 8: ANIMALS 
 

SECTION 3: ANIMAL CONTROL 
 

803.000.  Animal Control  
 
803.001.  Definitions. As used in this Chapter, unless the context otherwise 

indicates, the following words shall be defined to mean:  
 

A. Animal. “Animal” shall mean any mammal, reptile, amphibian, fish, 
bird (including all fowl and poultry) or other member commonly 
accepted as a part of the animal kingdom. Animals shall be classified 
as follows:  

 
1. Domestic. “Domestic animals” shall mean those animals 

commonly accepted as domesticated household pets. Unless 
otherwise defined, such animals shall include dogs, cats, caged 
birds, gerbils, hamsters, guinea pigs, domesticated rabbits, fish, 
nonpoisonous, non-venomous and non-constricting reptiles or 
amphibians, and other similar animals.  

 
2. Non-Domestic. “Non-Domestic animals” shall mean those animals 

commonly considered to be naturally wild and not naturally trained 
or domesticated, or which are commonly considered to be 
inherently dangerous to the health, safety, and welfare of people. 
Unless otherwise defined, such animals shall include:  

 
a. Any member of the large cat family (family felidae) including 

lions, tigers, cougars, bobcats, leopards and jaguars, but 
excluding commonly accepted domesticated house cats.  

 
b. Any naturally wild member of the canine family (family 

canidae) including wolves, foxes, coyotes, dingoes, and 
jackals, but excluding commonly accepted domesticated dogs.  

 
c. Any crossbreeds such as the crossbreed between a wolf and a 

dog, unless the crossbreed is commonly accepted as a 
domesticated house pet.  

 
d. Any member or relative of the rodent family including any 

skunk (whether or not descented), raccoon, squirrel, or ferret, 
but excluding those members otherwise defined or commonly 
accepted as domesticated pets.  
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e. Any poisonous, venomous, constricting, or inherently 
dangerous member of the reptile or amphibian families 
including rattlesnakes, boa constrictors, pit vipers, crocodiles 
and alligators.  

 
f. Any other animal which is not explicitly listed above but which 

can be reasonably defined by the terms of this subpart, 
including but not limited to bears, deer, monkeys and game 
fish.  

 
3. Farm. “Farm animals” shall mean those animals commonly 

associated with a farm or performing work in an agricultural 
setting. Unless otherwise defined, such animals shall include 
members of the equestrian family (horses, mules), bovine family 
(cows, bulls), sheep, poultry (chickens, turkeys), fowl (ducks, 
geese), swine (including Vietnamese pot-bellied pigs), goats, bees, 
and other animals associated with a farm, ranch, or stable.  

 
B. Animal Enclosure. “Animal Enclosure” shall mean any accessory 

building or portion thereof, accessory structure or area of any kind, 
including, without limitation, coops, pens, runs, kennels and pet 
houses, that is principally used or designed for use as a place for 
keeping house pets. An electronic containment system is not 
considered an animal enclosure.  

 
C. Cat. “Cat” shall be intended to mean both the male and female of the 

felidae species commonly accepted as domesticated household pets.  
 

D. Chicken. “Chicken” shall mean a female chicken that serves as a 
source of eggs, meat or feathers.  

 
E. Coop. “Coop” shall mean the structure for the keeping or housing of 

chickens as permitted by this Section. 
 

F. Dog. “Dog” shall be intended to mean both the male and female of the 
canine species, commonly accepted as domesticated household pets, 
and other domesticated animals of a dog kind.  

 
G. Owner. “Owner” shall be intended to mean any person or persons, 

firm, association or corporation owning, keeping, or harboring an 
animal.  

 
H. At Large. “At Large” shall be intended to mean off the premises of the 

owner and not under the custody and control of the owner or other 
person, either by leash, cord, chain, or otherwise restrained or 
confined.  
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I. Release Permit. “Release Permit” shall mean a permit issued by the 

City Clerk’s office for the release of any animal that has been taken to 
the pound, during normal business hours. A release permit may be 
obtained upon payment of a fee in accordance with that regular license 
requirement if the animal is unlicensed, payment of a release fee, and 
any maintenance costs incurred in capturing and impounding the 
animal. The release fee shall be as established from time to time by 
resolution of the city council. For the purpose of a release permit, any 
change in the registered ownership of an animal subsequent to its 
impoundment and release shall reset that animal’s impoundment count 
to the beginning of the fee scale.  

 
J. Rooster. Shall mean a male chicken.  

 
K. Run. Shall mean an area attached to a coop where chickens can roam 

unsupervised.  
 
803.002.  Dogs and Cats.  
 

A. 1Running At Large Prohibited. It shall be unlawful for the dog of any 
person who owns, harbors, or keeps a dog, or the parents or the 
guardians of any such person under 18 years of age, to run at large. 
Dogs on a leash and accompanied by a responsible person or 
accompanied by and under the control and direction of a responsible 
person so as to be effectively restrained by command as by leash, shall 
be permitted in streets or on public land unless the City has posted an 
area with signs reading "Dogs Prohibited."  
 

B. License Required.  
 

1. All dogs over the age of four months kept, harbored, or maintained 
by their owners in the City, shall be licensed and registered with 
the City. Dog licenses shall be issued by the Clerk-Treasurer upon 
payment of the license fee. The owner shall state, at the time 
application is made for the license and upon forms provided for 
such purpose, his or her name and address and the name, breed, 
color, and sex of each dog owned or kept by him or her. No license 
shall be granted for a dog, which has not been vaccinated against 
distemper and rabies, as provided in this Section. Vaccination shall 
be performed only by a doctor qualified to practice veterinary 
medicine in the state in which the dog is vaccinated. A veterinarian 
who vaccinates a dog to be licensed in the City shall complete a 
certificate of vaccination. One copy shall be issued to the dog 
owner for affixing to the license application.  
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2. It shall be the duty of each owner of a dog subject to this Section to 
pay to the Clerk/Treasurer the license fee as imposed by the 
Council by resolution.  

 
3. Upon payment of the license fee, the Clerk-Treasurer shall issue to 

the owner a license certificate and metallic tag for each dog 
licensed. The tag shall have stamped on it the year for which it is 
issued and the number corresponding with the number on the 
certificate. Every owner shall be required to provide each dog with 
a collar to which the license tag must be affixed, and shall see that 
the collar and tag are constantly worn. In case a dog tag is lost or 
destroyed, a duplicate shall be issued by the Clerk-Treasurer. A 
charge of $5 shall be made for each duplicate tag. Dog tags shall 
not be transferable from one dog to another and no refunds shall be 
made on any dog license fee or tag because of death of a dog or the 
owner's leaving the City before the expiration of the license period.  

 
4. The licensing provisions of this Subdivision shall not apply to dogs 

whose owners are non-residents temporarily within the City, nor to 
dogs brought into the City for the purpose of participating in any 
dog show, nor shall this provision apply to “seeing eye” dogs 
properly trained to assist blind persons for the purpose of aiding 
them in going from place to place.  

 
5. The funds received by the Clerk-Treasurer from all dog licenses 

and metallic tags fees shall first be used to defray any costs 
incidental to the enforcement of this Section; including, but not 
restricted to, the costs of licenses, metallic tags, and impounding 
and maintenance of the dogs.  

 
C. Vaccination.  

 
1. All dogs and cats kept harbored, maintained, or transported within 

the City shall be vaccinated at least once every three years by a 
licensed veterinarian for:  

 
a. Rabies with a live modified vaccine; and  

 
b. Distemper  

 
2. A certificate of vaccination must be kept on which is stated the 

date of vaccination, owner's name and address, the animal's name 
(if applicable), sex, description and weight, the type of vaccine, 
and the veterinarian's signature. Upon demand made by the Clerk- 
Treasurer or a police officer, the owner shall present for 
examination the required certificate(s) of vaccination for the 
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animal(s). In cases where certificates are not presented, the owner 
or keeper of the animal(s) shall have seven days in which to 
present the certificate(s) to the Clerk-Treasurer or police officer. 
Failure to do so shall be deemed a violation of this Section.  

 
803.003.  Non-Domestic Animals. It shall be illegal for any person to own, possess, 

harbor, or offer for sale, any non-domestic animal within the City limits. 
Any owner of such an animal at the time of adoption of this Code shall 
have thirty days in which to remove the animal from the City after which 
time the City may impound the animal as provided for in this Section. An 
exception shall be made to this prohibition for animals specifically trained 
for and actually providing assistance to the handicapped or disabled, and 
for those animals brought into the City as part of an operating zoo, 
veterinarian clinic, scientific research laboratory, or a licensed show or 
exhibition.  

 
803.004.  Farm Animals. Farm animals shall only be kept in an agricultural district 

of the City, or on a residential lot of at least ten (10) acres in size provided 
that no animal shelter shall be within three hundred (300) feet of an 
adjoining piece of property. An exception shall be made to this subsection 
for those animals brought into the City as part of an operating zoo, 
veterinarian clinic, scientific research laboratory, a licensed show or 
exhibition, or as specified below in this Section.  

 
A. Keeping of Chickens. 

 
1. Administrative Permit Required: 

 
a. The keeping of chickens may be allowed upon a property 

developed with a single-family detached dwelling unit within 
the AG Agricultural District, R-1A Single-Family Residential 
District and R-1B Single-Family Residential District subject to 
approval of an administrative permit in accordance 
with Section 1501.009. Administrative Permits and Approvals 
of Chapter 15: Winsted Zoning Ordinance of the municipal 
code for the City of Winsted and the provisions of this section. 
This is not intended to include single-family detached dwelling 
units that include homeowner association common area as their 
yard space. 

 
b. The application for an administrative permit shall include the 

information required by Section 1501.009. Administrative 
Permits and Approvals of Chapter 15: Winsted Zoning 
Ordinance of the municipal code for the City of Winsted and 
the following additional information: 
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(i) The breed and number of chickens to be kept. 
 
(ii) A detailed sketch plan of the property drawn to scale 

including, but not limited to, the location and dimensions of 
the coop and run including setbacks to the property line and 
buildings located on the property. 

 
(iii)Specifications for the coop and run including, but not 

limited to, dimensions, exterior finish materials, height and 
construction methods. 

 
(iv) A written statement that the applicant will at all times keep 

the chickens in accordance with all of the conditions 
prescribed by the City, or modifications thereof, and that 
failure to obey such conditions will constitute a violation of 
the provisions of this section and will be grounds for 
cancellation of the permit; 

 
(v) Any other information the City deems necessary to evaluate 

the application for compliance with the requirements of this 
section and the Winsted municipal code. 

 
c. An administrative permit approved in accordance with this 

section shall not be transferred to another owner upon the sale 
or change in occupancy of the property to which it is issued 
and shall not be transferred to another property. 

 
2. Performance Standards: 

 
a. Premises Occupied by Owner. The owner of the chickens must 

occupy the premises for which the administrative permit is 
issued. 

 
b. Chickens. 

 
(i) The maximum number of chickens allowed to be kept on a 

property shall be five (5) chickens. 
 

(ii) The keeping of roosters is prohibited. 
 

c. Coop and Outdoor Exercise Area Specifications: A structure 
for housing the chickens herein defined as a coop and outdoor 
exercise area herein defined as a run shall be provided for the 
keeping of chickens in accordance with requirements for 
accessory buildings and fences in this and the following 
requirements: 
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(i) Area. 

 
(a) The interior floor space of the coop shall provide a 

minimum of two (2) square feet for each chicken 
authorized by the administrative permit. 

 
(b) The coop shall not exceed twenty-four (24) square feet 

in area. 
 

(ii) Coop Exterior. The exterior finish of the coop shall be 
wood provided that the surfaces are painted or stained for 
exterior use or the wood is of proven durability for exterior 
use, such as cedar, redwood, or cypress. 

 
(iii)Coop Winterized. The coop shall be winterized so as to 

provide protection for the chickens during winter. 
 
(iv) Enclosed Run. A run with sides and overhead fully 

enclosed by fencing or wire mesh or netting with a 
minimum area of five (5) square feet and maximum area of 
twenty (20) square feet per chicken authorized by the 
administrative permit shall be provided and attached to the 
coop so as to provide controlled access between the coop 
and run. 

 
(v) Predators and Vermin Prevented Access. The construction 

of and materials used for the coop and run must be 
adequate to prevent access by predators and vermin. 

 
(vi) Location. 

 
(a) The coop and run shall be located only within a rear 

yard as defined by Chapter 15: Winsted Zoning 
Ordinance of the municipal code for the City of 
Winsted. 

 
(b) The coop and run shall be set back a minimum of 

twenty feet (20') from any lot line and forty feet (40’) 
from any residential dwelling on abutting properties. 

 
(c) The coop and run shall not be located within a drainage 

and utility easement. 
 
(d) The coop and run shall be located closer to the principal 

dwelling upon the property to which the administrative 
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permit is issued than any other residential dwelling on 
an abutting property. 

 
d. Confinement. Chickens shall be confined inside of a coop from 

sunset to sunrise each day to prevent attracting predators and 
minimize nuisance noise. 

 
e. Keeping of Feed: All feed for chickens shall be stored inside of 

an enclosed structure or within a watertight and vermin proof 
container. 

 
f. Waste. 

 
(i) The chicken coop and run shall be kept in a sanitary and 

odor free condition, including the regular and frequent 
removal, storage in a leak proof container, and proper 
disposal of any accumulated feces or waste that may create 
a hazard to public health, safety, and welfare. 

 
(ii) Feces, discarded feed, and chicken carcasses shall not be 

composted or buried upon the property. 
 

g. Prohibited Activities. 
 

(i) No chicken shall be permitted to roam freely in any area 
not on the premises to which an administrative permit has 
been issued in accordance with this section. 

 
(ii) Chickens shall not be kept or allowed at any time within a 

residential dwelling or accessory structure other than a 
coop allowed by this section. 

 
(iii)Eggs from chickens kept upon the property to which the 

administrative permit is issued are for personal use and 
consumption by the occupants and shall not be offered for 
sale or sold. 

 
(iv) The slaughtering of chickens upon a residential property is 

prohibited. 
 
(v) Chickens shall not be kept for breeding purposes. 

 
3. Administration and Enforcement. 

 
a. The administrative permit shall be administered in accordance 

with Section 1501.009. Administrative Permits and Approvals 
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of Chapter 15: Winsted Zoning Ordinance of the municipal 
code for the City of Winsted. 
 

b. The premises, including the chicken coop and run, for which a 
permit is issued in accordance with this section shall at all 
reasonable times be open to inspection by the City to determine 
compliance with the requirements of the administrative permit, 
this section, or other provisions of this section relating to 
public health, safety, and welfare. 
 

c. The City, upon written notice, may revoke a permit for failure 
to comply with provisions of this Section or any of the permit’s 
conditions.  

 
803.005.  Impounding.  
 

A. Running At Large. Any unlicensed animal running at large is hereby 
declared a public nuisance. Any police officer may impound any 
animal found unlicensed or any animal found running at large and 
shall give notice of the impounding to the owner of such animal, if 
known. In case the owner is unknown, the officer shall post notice at 
the City office that if the animal is not claimed within the time 
specified in paragraph C, it will be sold or otherwise disposed of. 
Except as otherwise provided in this Section, it shall be unlawful to 
kill, destroy, or otherwise cause injury to any animal.  

 
B. Biting Animals. Any animal that has not been inoculated by a live 

modified rabies vaccine and which has bitten any person, wherein the 
skin has been punctured or the services of a doctor are required, shall 
be confined in the City Pound for a period of not less than ten days, at 
the expense of the owner. The animal may be released at the end of 
such time if healthy and free from symptoms of rabies, and by the 
payment of all costs by the owner. However, if the owner of the 
animal shall elect immediately upon receipt of notice of need for such 
confinement by the officer to voluntarily and immediately confine the 
animal for the required period of time in a veterinary hospital of the 
owner’s choosing, not outside of the County in which this city is 
located, and provide immediate proof of such confinement in such 
manner as may be required, the owner may do so. If, however, the 
animal has been inoculated with a live modified rabies vaccine and the 
owner has proof of the vaccination by a certificate from a licensed 
veterinarian, the owner may confine the dog or other animal to the 
owner's property.  

 
C. Reclaiming. All animals conveyed to the pound shall be kept, with 

humane treatment and sufficient food and water for their comfort, at 
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least five regular business days, unless the animal is a dangerous 
animal as defined under § 803.011 in which case it shall be kept for 
seven regular business days or the times specified in § 803.011, and 
except if the animal is a cruelly- treated animal in which case it shall 
be kept for ten regular business days, unless sooner reclaimed by their 
owners or keepers as provided by this Section. In case the owner or 
keeper shall desire to reclaim the animal from the pound, the following 
shall be required, unless otherwise provided for in this code or 
established from time to time by resolution of the city council:  

 
1. Payment of the release fee and receipt of a release permit from the 

City Clerk’s office;  
 

2. Payment of maintenance costs, as provided by the pound, per day 
or any part of day while animal is in said pound; and  

 
3. If a dog is unlicensed, payment of a regular license fee, plus 

payment of the late fee, and valid certificate of vaccination for 
rabies and distemper shots is required.  

 
D. Unclaimed Animals. At the expiration of the times established in 

Subdivision 3, if the animal has not been reclaimed in accordance with 
the provisions of this Section, the officer appointed to enforce this 
Section may let any person claim the animal by complying with all 
provisions in this Section, or the officer may sell the animal to the 
University of Minnesota, or cause the animal to be destroyed in a 
proper and humane manner and shall properly dispose of the remains 
thereof. Any money collected under this Section shall be payable to 
the Clerk-Treasurer.  

 
E. Non-Domestic Animals and Farm Animals. All non-domestic animals 

and farm animals located within the city limits in violation of 801.002 
and 803.003 shall be impounded and held pursuant to paragraphs C. 
and D. hereinabove.  

 
803.006.  Kennels.  

 
A. Definition of Kennel. The keeping of four or more dogs and/or cats on 

the same premises, whether owned by the same person or not and for 
whatever purpose kept, shall constitute a “kennel;” except that a fresh 
litter of pups and/or kittens may be kept for a period of four months 
before such keeping shall be deemed to be a “kennel.”  

 
B. Kennel as a Nuisance. Because the keeping of four or more dogs 

and/or cats on the same premises is subject to great abuse, causing 
discomfort to persons in the area by way of smell, noise, hazard, and 
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general aesthetic depreciation, the keeping of four or more dogs and/or 
cats on the premises is hereby declared to be a nuisance and no person 
shall keep or maintain a kennel within the City. (Ord. O-10-06; 7/6/10)  

 
803.007.  Nuisances.  
 

A. Habitual Barking. It shall be unlawful for any person to keep or harbor 
a dog which habitually barks or cries. Habitual barking shall be 
defined as barking for repeated intervals of at least three minutes with 
less than one minute of interruption. Such barking must also be audible 
off of the owner's or caretaker's premises. 

 
B. Dogs Disturbing the Peace. It shall be unlawful for any person to own, 

keep, have in possession, or harbor any dog which howls, yelps, or 
barks to the reasonable annoyance of disturbing a quiet and peaceful 
neighborhood. Any person violating this section, who upon written 
notice by a police officer, or animal control officer to stop or prevent 
the annoyance, and refuses to comply with the request, will be issued a 
citation or arrested in accordance with Minnesota Rules of Criminal 
Procedure, and if the officer deems it necessary to stop the annoyance, 
may have the dog taken to the City animal pound, until a court 
determination is made. Any dog placed in the pound may be reclaimed 
by the owner upon payment of the fee prescribed, and if not reclaimed 
may, according to Section 803.008 be disposed of in the manner 
provided.  

 
This provision shall require the complainant to sign a written statement 
basing his/her complaint against said dog, before the owner shall be 
cited, or said dog shall be impounded.  

 
C. Damage to Property. It shall be unlawful for any person's dog or other 

animal to damage any lawn, garden, or other property, whether or not 
the owner has knowledge of the damage. Any animal covered by this 
subdivision may be impounded as provided in this Section or a 
complaint may be issued by anyone aggrieved by an animal under this 
Section, against the owner of the animal for prosecution under this 
Section.  

 
D. Cleaning up litter. The owner of any animal or person having the 

custody or control of any animal shall be responsible for cleaning up 
any feces of the animal and disposing of such feces in a sanitary 
manner whether on their own property, on the property of others or on 
public property. Any person violating this section shall be punishable 
by a fine of $50. Any person who is found guilty of subsequent 
violations of this section shall be punished by a fine of at least $100.  
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E. Other. Any animals kept contrary to this Section are subject to 
impoundment as provided in paragraph 803.005  

 
803.008.  Seizure of Animals. Any police officer or animal control officer may 

enter upon private property and seize any animal provided that following 
exist:  

 
A. There is an identified complainant other than the police officer or 

animal control officer making a contemporaneous complaint about the 
animal;  

 
B. The officer reasonably believes that the animal meets either the 

barking dog criteria set out in 803.007.A.1; the criteria for cruelty set 
out in 803.013; or the criteria for an at large animal set out in 
803.001.E;  

 
C. The officer has made a reasonable attempt to contact the owner of the 

property and those attempts have either failed or have been ignored;  
 

D. The seizure will not involve the forced entry into a private residence. 
Use of a pass key obtained from a property manager, landlord, 
innkeeper, or other authorized person to have such key shall not be 
considered unauthorized entry; and 

 
E. Written notice of the seizure is left in a conspicuous place if personal 

contact with the owner of the animal is not possible.  
 
803.009.  Animals Presenting a Danger to Health and Safety of City. If, in the 

reasonable belief of any person or police officer, an animal presents an 
immediate danger to the health and safety of any person, or the animal is 
threatening imminent harm to any person, or the animal is in the process 
of attacking any person, the officer may destroy the animal in a proper and 
humane manner. Otherwise the person or officer may apprehend the 
animal and deliver it to the pound for confinement under paragraph 
803.005. If the animal is destroyed, a charge as determined by resolution 
of the City Council, to dispose of the animal is payable by the owner of 
the animal. If the animal is found not to be a danger to the health and 
safety of the City, it may be released to the owner or keeper in accordance 
with paragraph 803.005.C.  

 
803.010.  Diseased Animals.  
 

A. Running At Large. No person shall keep or allow to be kept on his or 
her premises, or on premises occupied by them, nor permit to run at 
large in the City, any animal which is diseased so as to be a danger to 
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the health and safety of the City, even though the animal be properly 
licensed under this Section.  

 
B. Confinement. Any animal reasonably suspected of being diseased and 

presenting a threat to the health and safety of the public, may be 
apprehended and confined in the pound by any person or police 
officer. The police officer shall have a qualified veterinarian examine 
the animal. If the animal is found to be diseased in such a manner so as 
to be a danger to the health and safety of the City, the officer shall 
cause such animal to be painlessly killed and shall properly dispose of 
the remains. The owner or keeper of the animal killed under this 
Section shall be liable for at least $75 or such greater amount as 
determined by resolution of the City Council to cover the cost of 
maintaining and disposing of the animal, plus the costs of any 
veterinarian examinations.  

 
C. Release. If the animal, upon examination, is not found to be diseased 

within the meaning of this Section, the animal shall be released to the 
owner or keeper free of charge.  

 
803.011.  Dangerous Animals.  
 

A. Attack by an animal. It shall be unlawful for any person's animal to 
inflict or attempt to inflict bodily injury to any person or other animal 
whether or not the owner is present. This section shall not apply to an 
attack by a dog under the control of an on-duty law enforcement 
officer or to an attack upon an uninvited intruder who has entered the 
owner’s home with criminal intent.  

 
B. Destruction of dangerous animal. The animal control officer shall have 

the authority to order the destruction of dangerous animals in 
accordance with the terms established by this ordinance.  

 
C. Definitions.  

 
1. A dangerous animal is an animal which has:  

 
a. Caused bodily injury or disfigurement to any person on public 

or private property; or  
 

b. Engaged in any attack on any person under circumstances 
which would indicate danger to personal safety; or  

 
c. Exhibited unusually aggressive behavior, such as an attack on 

another animal; or  
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d. Bitten one or more persons on two or more occasions; or  
 

e. Been found to be potentially dangerous and/or the owner has 
personal knowledge of the same, the animal aggressively bites, 
attacks, or endangers the safety of humans or domestic 
animals.  

 
2. A potentially dangerous animal is an animal which has:  

 
a. Bitten a human or a domestic animal on public or private 

property; or  
 
b.  When unprovoked, chased or approached a person upon the 

streets, sidewalks, or any public property in an apparent 
attitude of attack; or  

 
c.  Has engaged in unprovoked attacks causing injury or otherwise 

threatening the safety of humans or domestic animals.  
 

3. Proper enclosure. Proper enclosure means securely confined 
indoors or in a securely locked pen or structure suitable to prevent 
the animal from escaping and to provide protection for the animal 
from the elements. A proper enclosure does not include a porch, 
patio, or any part of a house, garage, or other structure that would 
allow the animal to exit of its own volition, or any house or 
structure in which windows are open or in which door or window 
screens are the only barriers which prevent the animal from 
exiting. The enclosure shall not allow the egress of the animal in 
any manner without human assistance. A pen or kennel shall meet 
the following minimum specifications:  

 
a.  Have a minimum overall floor size of 32 square feet.  
 
b.  Sidewalls shall have a minimum height of five feet and be 

constructed of 11- gauge or heavier wire. Openings in the wire 
shall not exceed two inches, support posts shall be one-and-
one-quarter- inch or larger steel pipe buried in the ground 18 
inches or more. When a concrete floor is not provided, the 
sidewalls shall be buried a minimum of 18 inches in the 
ground.  

 
c.  A cover over the entire pen or kennel shall be provided. The 

cover shall be constructed of the same gauge wire or heavier as 
the sidewalls and shall also have no openings in the wire 
greater than two inches.  
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d.  An entrance/exit gate shall be provided and be constructed of 
the same material as the sidewalls and shall also have no 
openings in the wire greater than two inches. The gate shall be 
equipped with a device capable of being locked and shall be 
locked at all times when the animal is in the pen or kennel.  

 
4. Unprovoked. Unprovoked shall mean the condition in which the 

animal is not purposely excited, stimulated, agitated or disturbed.  
 

D. Designation as potentially dangerous animal. The animal control 
officer shall designate any animal as a potentially dangerous animal 
upon receiving such evidence that such potentially dangerous animal 
has, when unprovoked, then bitten, attacked, or threatened the safety 
of a person or a domestic animal as stated in paragraph 803.011.C.2. 
When an animal is declared potentially dangerous, the animal control 
officer shall cause one owner of the potentially dangerous animal to be 
notified in writing that such animal is potentially dangerous.  

 
E. Evidence justifying designation. The animal control officer shall have 

the authority to designate any animal as a dangerous animal upon 
receiving evidence of the following:  

 
1. That the animal has, when unprovoked, bitten, attacked, or 

threatened the safety of a person or domestic animal as stated in 
paragraph 803.011.C.1.  

 
2. That the animal has been declared potentially dangerous and such 

animal has then bitten, attacked, or threatened the safety of a 
person or domestic animal as stated in paragraph 803.011.C.1.  

 
F. Authority to order destruction. The animal control officer, upon 

finding that an animal is dangerous hereunder, is authorized to order, 
as part of the disposition of the case, that the animal be destroyed 
based on a written order containing one or more of the following 
findings of fact:  

 
1. The animal is dangerous as demonstrated by a vicious attack, an 

unprovoked attack, an attack without warning or multiple attacks; 
or  

 
2. The owner of the animal has demonstrated an inability or 

unwillingness to control the animal in order to prevent injury to 
persons or other animals.  

 
G. Procedure. The animal control officer, after having determined that an 

animal is dangerous, may proceed in the following manner:  
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1. The animal control officer shall cause one owner of the animal to 

be notified in writing or in person that the animal is dangerous and 
may order the animal seized or make such orders as deemed 
proper. This owner shall be notified as to dates, times, places and 
parties bitten, and shall be given 14 days to appeal this order by 
requesting a hearing before the city council for a review of this 
determination.  

 
a. If no appeal is filed, the orders issued will stand or the animal 

control officer may order the animal destroyed.  
 
b.  If an owner requests a hearing for determination as to the 

dangerous nature of the animal, the hearing shall be held before 
the city council, which shall set a date for hearing not more 
than three weeks after demand for the hearing. The records of 
the animal control or city clerk’s office shall be admissible for 
consideration by the animal control officer without further 
foundation. After considering all evidence pertaining to the 
temperament of the animal, the city council shall make an 
order as it deems proper. The city council may order that the 
animal control officer take the animal into custody for 
destruction, if such animal is not currently in custody. If the 
animal is ordered into custody for destruction, the owner shall 
immediately make the animal available to the animal control 
officer.  

 
c.  No person shall harbor an animal after it has been found by to 

be dangerous and ordered into custody for destruction.  
 

H. Stopping an attack. If any police officer or animal control officer is 
witness to an attack by an animal upon a person or another animal, the 
officer may take whatever means the officer deems appropriate to 
bring the attack to an end and prevent further injury to the victim.  

 
I. Notification of new address. The owner of an animal which has been 

identified as dangerous or potentially dangerous must notify the 
animal control officer in writing if the animal is to be relocated from 
its current address or given or sold to another person. The notification 
must be given in writing at least 14 days prior to the relocation or 
transfer of ownership. The notification must include the current 
owner's name and address, the relocation address, and the name of the 
new owner, if any.  
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803.012.  Dangerous animal requirements.  
 

A. Requirements. If the city council does not order the destruction of an 
animal that has been declared dangerous, the city council may, as an 
alternative, order any or all of the following:  

  
1.  That the owner provide and maintain a proper enclosure for the 

dangerous animal as specified in section 803.011.C.3;  
 
2.  Post the front and the rear of the premises with clearly visible 

warning signs, including a warning symbol to inform children, that 
there is a dangerous animal on the property as specified in 
Minnesota Statute 347.51;  

 
3.  Provide and show proof annually of public liability insurance in 

the minimum amount of $300,000;  
 
4.  If the animal is a dog and is outside the proper enclosure, the dog 

must be muzzled and restrained by a substantial chain or leash (not 
to exceed six feet in length) and under the physical restraint of a 
person 16 years of age or older. The muzzle must be of such design 
as to prevent the dog from biting any person or animal, but will not 
cause injury to the dog or interfere with its vision or respiration;  

 
5.  If the animal is a dog, it must have an easily identifiable, 

standardized tag identifying the dog as dangerous affixed to its 
collar at all times as specified in Minnesota Statute 347.51;  

 
6.  All animals deemed dangerous by the animal control officer shall 

be registered with the County in which this city is located within 
14 days after the date the animal was so deemed and provide 
satisfactory proof thereof to the animal control officer.  

 
7.  If the animal is a dog, the dog must be licensed and up to date on 

rabies vaccination. If the animal is a cat or ferret, it must be up to 
date with rabies vaccination.  

 
B. Seizure. Animal control shall immediately seize any dangerous animal 

if the owner does not meet each of the above requirements within 14 
days after the date notice is sent to the owner that the animal is 
dangerous. Seizure may be appealed to district court by serving a 
summons and petition upon the city and filing it with the district court.  

 
C. Reclaiming animals. A dangerous animal seized under section 

803.012.B, may be reclaimed by the owner of the animal upon 
payment of impounding and boarding fees, and presenting proof to 
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animal control that each of the requirements under subsection 
803.012.B, is fulfilled. An animal not reclaimed under this section 
within 14 days may be disposed of as provided under section 
803.011.F, and the owner is liable to animal control for costs incurred 
in confining the animal.  

 
D. Subsequent offenses. If an owner of an animal has subsequently 

violated the provisions under section 803.011 with the same animal, 
the animal must be seized by animal control. The owner may request a 
hearing as defined in section 803.011.F. If the owner is found to have 
violated the provisions for which the animal was seized, the animal 
control officer shall order the animal destroyed in a proper and 
humane manner and the owner shall pay the costs of confining the 
animal. If the person is found not to have violated the provisions for 
which the animal was seized, the owner may reclaim the animal under 
the provisions of subsection 803.012.C. If the animal is not yet 
reclaimed by the owner within 14 days after the date the owner is 
notified that the animal may be reclaimed, the animal may be disposed 
of as provided under section 803.011.F and the owner is liable to the 
animal control for the costs incurred in confining, impounding and 
disposing of the animal.  

 
803.013.  Basic Care. All animals shall receive from their owners or keepers kind 

treatment, housing in the winter, and sufficient food and water for their 
comfort. Any person not treating their pet in such a humane manner will 
be subject to the penalties provided in this Section.  

 
803.014.  Breeding Moratorium. Every female dog or female cat in heat shall be 

confined in a building or other enclosure in such manner that it cannot 
come in contact with another dog or cat except for planned breeding. 
Upon capture and failure to reclaim the animal, every dog or cat shall be 
neutered or spayed prior to being transferred to a new owner.  

 
803.015.  Enforcing Officer. The Council is hereby authorized to appoint an animal 

control officer(s) to enforce the provisions of this Section. In the officer's 
duty of enforcing the provisions of this Section, he or she may from time 
to time, with the consent of the Council, designate assistants.  

 
803.016.  Pound. Every year the Council shall designate an official pound to which 

animals found in violation of this chapter shall be taken for safe treatment, 
and if necessary, for destruction.  

 
803.017.  Interference with Officers. No person shall in any manner molest, 

hinder, or interfere with any person authorized by the Council to capture 
dogs, cats or other animals and convey them to the pound while engaged 
in such operation. Nor shall any unauthorized person break open the 
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pound, or attempt to do so, or take or attempt to take from any agent any 
animal taken up by him or her in compliance with this Chapter, or in any 
other manner to interfere with or hinder such officer in the discharge of his 
or her duties under this Chapter.  

 
803.018.  Unwanted Animals. The City is not required to render aid in the disposal 

or removal of any unwanted animals, such as wild or domesticated 
animals in a live trap, wild animals located in a building, wood pile, or 
garden, unless the same poses an immediate threat to human safety. This 
section of the Municipal Code of the City of Winsted does not prevent any 
person from live trapping or removing any unwanted animal (whether 
alive or domesticated) from their property or property which they are 
renting.  

 
803.019.  Violations and Penalties.  
 

A. Separate Offenses. Each day a violation of this Chapter is committed 
or permitted to continue shall constitute a separate offense and shall be 
punishable as such under this Section.  

 
B. Misdemeanor. Unless otherwise provided, violation of this Chapter 

shall constitute a misdemeanor punishable as per Minnesota Statute § 
609.02, Subd. 3.  

 
C. Petty Misdemeanor. Violations of §§ 803.002, 803.007, 803.013 and 

803.014 are petty misdemeanors punishable by a fine as stated in 
Minnesota Statute § 609.02, Subd. 3. 
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