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City of Winsted 
City Council Work Session 
Lewis Room 
Tuesday, November 21, 2023 
5:30 p.m. 
 
Present: Mayor Steve Stotko 
 Council Member Jeff Albers 
 Council Member Jesse Cafferty 
 Council Member Steve Ebert 
  
Absent: Council Member Tom Ollig 
  
Staff Present: Mr. Neil Schlagel, City Administrator 
 Ms. Raquel Kirchoff, City Clerk-Treasurer 
     

I. Call to Order 
 

Mayor Stotko called the Work Session to order at 5:00 p.m.  
 

II. Emergency Medical Responder (EMR) Retirement Benefit 
 
Mr. Neil Schlagel, City Administrator, stated that the Winsted Volunteer Fire Department (WVFD) Relief Association 
has requested that the position of Emergency Medical Responder for the WVFD be included for retirement benefits.  
He continued by stating that most calls that the WVFD respond to are medicals, and the EMR members are at these 
calls, responding in the same way that WVFD firefighters are.  
 
The City Council Members asked that if the EMR position receives retirement benefits, should their position be 
considered to count toward the full thirty (30) roster count for the WVFD. 
 
Mr. Schlagel explained some information from the current retirement plan, stating that if a WVFD firefighter attends 
ten percent (10%) of the calls annually in a year, they receive one (1) year vested toward retirement benefits.  A 
firefighter is vested after ten (10) years.  Currently the annual retirement amount is $1,500.00.  The City could have 
cost in the future related to this if the WVFD Relief Association’s funds are short in the future to cover the retirement 
cost of members. 
 

III. Other 
 
Mr. Schlagel provided updates regarding the following projects. 
 
• Downtown Street Light Project – The replacement poles for the Downtown Street Light project are expected to 

be delivered on December 1, 2023.  He continued by stating that Anderson has completed some boring work 
and will continue to work more on the boring in the near future. 
 

• TetraPak has contacted the City regarding a parking lot proposal. 
 

• The St. John’s Church development project is moving along slowly.  Their hope is to do some excavating 
during the winter season. 

 
• The Winsted Municipal Airport was seeded as recently approved.   
  

IV. Adjourn 
 
Council Member Cafferty motioned to adjourn the Work Session.  Mayor Stotko seconded the motion.  
Motion carried 4-0. 
 
The Work Session adjourned at 5:55 p.m.           
               
 
____________________________________ 
Steve Stotko 
Mayor 

 Steve Stotko 
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City of Winsted 
 
 

ATTEST: 
 
____________________________________ 
Raquel Kirchoff, CMC 
City Clerk-Treasurer 
City of Winsted 
 
 
 

Raquel Kirchoff  
 


