City of Winsted

City Council Meeting
Council Chambers
Tuesday, December 3, 2024

6:00 p.m.
Present: Mayor Steve Stotko
Council Member Jeff Albers
Council Member Jesse Cafferty
Council Member Tim Fury
Council Member Tom Ollig
Staff Present: Mr. Neil Schlagel, City Administrator

1)

2)

3)

Ms. Raquel Kirchoff, City Clerk-Treasurer
Mr. Justin Heldt, Police Chief
Mayor Stotko called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

a) The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
Consent Agenda

a) Approval of Minutes
Approved the minutes of the following:
= City Council Work Session — October 15, 2024
= City Council Regular Meeting — October 15, 2024
b) Resolution R-24-40 — Winsted Volunteer Fire Department Relief Association — Donation

Adopted Resolution R-24-40 to accept a donation for the Winsted Volunteer Fire Department in
the amount of $500.00 to be dedicated toward the Winsted Volunteer Fire Department Capital
Improvement Fund.

c) Claims

Approved the claims list for December 3, 2024.

d) Winsted Volunteer Fire Department — Surplus Equipment

Declared items related to the G1 Grass Rig as surplus equipment and eligible for sale or
donation, as recommended by the Fire Chief, and authorized the City Administrator to determine
the process and best method for sale or donation of the equipment.

Council Member Ollig motioned to adopt the Consent Agenda as presented. Council
Member Albers seconded the motion. Motion carried 5-0.

Public Hearings

Council Member Ollig motioned to open the Public Hearing for Truth-in-Taxation — 2025
Property Tax levy. Mayor Stotko seconded the motion. Motion carried 5-0.

Mayor Stotko reviewed the guidelines of the conducting of the Public Hearing.

Mr. Neil Schlagel, City Administrator, provided a presentation regarding the Recommended 2025
Property Tax Levy of $1,995,410.00.



Mr. Mark Billstrom, 430 Lake Court, Winsted, Minnesota thanked Mr. Schlagel for the presentation
and stated that it provided some answers to the questions he was going to ask. He continued by
asking the following questions.

e Did the City's property levy increase of approximately 12.9% listed on personal property tax
statements for the Truth-In-Taxation Public Hearing decrease to 5.72%? Mr. Schlagel stated yes.

e The presentation informed that three (3) new police officers would be added to the Police
Department Budget with the merger of the Winsted and Lester Prairie Police Departments. Will
Lester Prairie share the costs of the Police Department? Mr. Schlagel stated yes.

o Is there a formula to explain why different property owners will pay at different percentages? Mr.
Schlagel stated that the person’s property value will be the main reason for the difference. McLeod
County determines the property value of each individual property that are different, with some
property values increasing while others decrease.

No other comments were received.

Council Member Albers motioned to close the Public Hearing for Truth-in-Taxation — 2025
Property Tax levy. Mayor Fury seconded the motion. Motion carried 5-0.

4) No Old Business

5) No New Business
6) Department Report
a) Public Works Department

Mr. Chris Bahr, Maintenance Supervisor, provided a report regarding the Public Works
Department work within the past six (6) months to include the following:

The Downtown Street Light project was completed.

A portion of sidewalk removal was completed on Andy Avenue.
The hydrants were flushed in the fall of 2024.

The removal of some ash trees has started.

Decorations and banners are placed for the season.

An Airport Inspection was conducted in 2024 which produced a list of recommendations for
completion; the majority have been completed, with the remaining continued to be worked on.

e The new gate at the waste water treatment facility was installed and the County State Aid
Highway Five (CSAH 5) project is mostly completed.

e Water testing was completed according to the Minnesota Department of Health’s
requirements.

e Well number four (4) went out of service for a period of time, but has been repaired and is
back in service.

e A new lawn mower was purchased with grant funds received from the Minnesota Department
of Transportation Aeronautics.

e Sweeping of streets was completed.

Council Member Ollig requested that the trimming of trees along the lake bank occur in the spring
of the year so residents may enjoy the view of the lake during the entire summer season.
7) Open Forum

Mr. Justin Heldt, Police Chief, reminded residents of the winter parking regulations. Residents should
contact the Police Department for permission to park during the restricted hours.

8) City Administrator Updates and Announcements

Mr. Schlagel made the following announcement:



e The Winsted Area Chamber of Commerce Winter Festival will occur this upcoming weekend,
December 6" and 7th, 2024 with many events for people to enjoy.

9) Adjourn

Council Member Fury motioned to adjourn the meeting. Council Member Albers seconded the
motion. Motion carried 5-0.

The meeting adjourned at 6:36 p.m.
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