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City of Winsted 
City Council Meeting 
Council Chambers 
Tuesday, February 17, 2026 
6:00 p.m. 
Present:  Mayor Jeff Albers 
   Council Member Jesse Cafferty 
   Council Member Tom Ollig 
   Council Member Matt Wroge 
 
Absent:   Council Member Julie Weinbeck Baruch 
 
Staff Present:  Mr. Neil Schlagel, City Administrator 

Ms. Raquel Kirchoff, City Clerk-Treasurer 
Mr. Justin Heldt, Police Chief 

    
1) Mayor Albers called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

a) The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 

2) Consent Agenda 
 
a) Approval of Minutes 

Approved the minutes of the following: 

 City Council Work Session – December 2, 2025 
 City Council Regular Meeting – December 2, 2025 
 City Council Work Session – December 16, 2025 
 City Council Regular Meeting – December 16, 2025 

 
b) Resolution R-26-03 – Seniors Active in Winsted (SAW) Fiscal Agent 

Adopted Resolution R-26-03, authorizing the City of Winsted to serve as the fiscal agent for Seniors Active in 
Winsted (SAW). 
 

c) TDS – Internet Solution Quote – Winsted City Hall 
Authorized the City Administrator to execute a quote from TDS to provide a 36-month 500M x 500M Fiber Internet 
Bundle and necessary equipment at Winsted City Hall.  
 

d) Application for Exempt Permit – Lester Prairie Foundation for Education 
 Approved an Application for Exempt Permit submitted by the Lester Prairie Foundation for Education on March 21, 

2026, at the Blue Note Ballroom, 320-3rd Street South, Winsted, Minnesota, contingent upon the Lester Prairie 
Foundation for Education providing all necessary documentation to the State of Minnesota Gambling Control 
Board.   

 
e) Appointment – Winsted Economic Development Authority (EDA) 

Appointed Mr. Adam Birkholz to the Winsted Economic Development Authority, with a term ending December 31, 
2031. 
 

f) Appointment – Winsted Volunteer Fire Department 
Appointed Ms. Isabell Kron to the position of Emergency Medical Responder (EMR) with the Winsted Volunteer 
Fire Department, contingent upon passing a criminal background check, pre-employment physical, and a drug and 
alcohol test. 

g) Resignation – Winsted Volunteer Fire Department 
Accepted the voluntary resignation of Mr. Brandon Posch from the Winsted Volunteer Fire Department, effective 
February 2, 2026. 

h) Security Bank & Trust Company – Pledged Securities 
 Approved the Pledged Securities that Security Bank & Trust Company has purchased for the City of Winsted for 

the month of January 2026. 
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i) Building Permit Report – January 2026 
Approved the Building Permit Report for the month of January 2026.   

j) Financial Report – December 2025 
Approved the financial report for the month of December 2025. 

k) Claims 

Approved the claims list for February 17, 2026. 

 Council Member Ollig motioned to adopt the Consent Agenda as presented.  Council Member Wroge 
seconded the motion. Council Member Ollig abstained from voting on item “h) Security Bank & Trust 
Company – Pledged Securities”.  Motion carried 4-0. 

3) No Public Hearings 
4) No Old Business 

 
5)   No New Business 
 
6) Department Report 

 
a) Winsted Lester Prairie Police Department 

 
Mr. Justin Heldt, Police Chief, provided a Year 2025 department activity report.  The City Council Members 
thanked the police department for their service. 

 
7) No Open Forum 

 
8) City Administrator Updates and Announcements 

 
Mr. Neil Schlagel, City Administrator, thanked the Administration staff for their work during the 2025 Audit currently 
underway at City Hall. 
 

9) Adjourn 
  

Council Member Cafferty motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Council Member Wroge seconded the motion.  
Motion carried 4-0. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 6:17 p.m. 
 

 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Jeff Albers 
Mayor 
City of Winsted 
 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Raquel Kirchoff, CMC 
City Clerk-Treasurer 
City of Winsted 

 
 


