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City of Winsted 
City Council Meeting 
Council Chambers 
Tuesday, March 17, 2026 
6:00 p.m. 
Present:  Mayor Jeff Albers 
   Council Member Julie Weinbeck Baruch 
   Council Member Jesse Cafferty 
   Council Member Ollig 
   Council Member Matt Wroge 
 
Staff Present:  Mr. Neil Schlagel, City Administrator 

Ms. Raquel Kirchoff, City Clerk-Treasurer 
   Mr. Travis Wakefield, Police Officer 
 
1) Mayor Albers called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

a) The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 

2) Consent Agenda 
 
a) Approval of Minutes 

Approved the minutes of the following: 

 City Council Work Session – January 20, 2026 
 City Council Regular Meeting – January 20, 2026 
 

b) Resolution R-26-04 – Drinking Water Revolving Fund 
Adopted Resolution R-26-04, authorizing the submission of an application to the Minnesota Public Facilities 
Authority (PFA) for a loan and/or grant from the Drinking Water Revolving Fund for a lead service line replacement 
project.  
 

c) Operations and Maintenance Adjustment - People Service, Incorporated 
Authorized the Mayor to execute the Annual Letter of Adjustment with an increase of 3.4% to the Operation and 
Maintenance Agreement with People Service, Incorporated, effective May 1, 2026, for operations and maintenance 
at the Wastewater Treatment Facility.  
 

d) 2025 Audit Agreement Amendment 
Authorized the Mayor to execute an amended agreement with Conway, Deuth and Schmiesing, PLLP to conduct a 
single audit in the amount of $5,000 for the year ending December 31, 2025, for a total gross audit fee, not to 
exceed $48,500.00. 
 

f) Winsted Fire Hall – Pest Control Agreement 
Authorized the City Administrator and Fire Chief to execute a quote and agreement with Plunkett’s Pest Control, to 
provide pest control services at the Winsted Fire Hall for an amount not to exceed $1,020.00 per year. 

 
g) Maintenance Agreement - Dulcet Fountains 

Authorized the City Administrator to execute a Maintenance Agreement, Option No. One (1) with Dulcet Fountains 
to provide services for the Winsted Lake Fountain in 2026 for an amount not to exceed $3,398.00. 
 

h) Public Works Department – Mower Acquisition 
Authorized the City Administrator to execute a quote from Rec Tech Sales & Service for the purchase of a Lazer Z 
96” Diesel Mower per state bid, for an amount not to exceed $45,759.00. 
 

i) Farm Lease Agreement – Barfnecht Farm LLC  
 Authorized the Mayor to execute a land lease with Barfnecht Farm LLC, to farm approximately 5.33 acres of land 

adjacent to the Wastewater Treatment Facility in the amount of $1,066.00 and expiring December 31, 2026. 
 
j) Dance Permit – The Blue Note  

Approved a Dance Permit for the Blue Note Ballroom, 320-3rd Street South, for the Pre-Winstock Rumble event on 
Saturday, April 18, 2026. 
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k) Winsted Arts Council – Mill Reserve Park 
 Authorized the Winsted Arts Council to conduct four (4) music events and have food trucks available at Mill 

Reserve Park on July 9, 16, 23, and 30, 2026 and waive any applicable permits or fees for the use of the park on 
those dates.  

 
l) Resolution R-26-05 – Winsted Volunteer Fire Department Donation  

Adopted Resolution R-26-05, accepting a donation from Mr. Michael Nathe, to be dedicated to the Winsted 
Volunteer Fire Department Capital Improvement Fund.   
 

m) Security Bank & Trust Company – Pledged Securities 
Approved the Pledged Securities that Security Bank & Trust Company has purchased for the City of Winsted for 
the month of February 2026. 

n) Building Permit Report – February 2026 
Approved the Building Permit Report for the month of February 2026.   

o) Financial Report – January 2026 
Approved the financial report for the month of January 2026. 

p) Claims 

Approved the claims list for March 17, 2026. 

 Council Member Ollig motioned to adopt the Consent Agenda as presented.  Council Member Wroge 
seconded the motion.  Council Member Ollig abstained from voting on item m) “Security Bank & Trust 
Company – Pledged Securities”.  Motion carried 5-0. 

3) No Public Hearings 
4) No Old Business 

 
5)   New Business 
 

a) Winsted Municipal Airport (10D) – Multi-Bay Hangar Construction 
Mr. Josh Eckstein, Bolton and Menk, Incorporated, stated that the City is working to obtain bids for a three (3) 
hangar unit, with an alternate bid for a four (4) hangar unit.  The units are approximately fifty feet by forty feet (50’ 
by 40’) each. The bid opening will occur on April 9, 2026, with the award of bids scheduled for April 21, 2026. 
Construction is estimated to begin in August 2026, with estimated completion in June 2027.  The project cost will 
be funded by a grant from both the federal and state government which requires a two and one-half percent (2.5%) 
local share. 
 
Council Member Cafferty asked if there was a current waiting list for the proposed hangars.  Mr. Neil Schlagel, City 
Administrator, stated there is. 
 
Council Member Wroge motioned to approve plans and specifications and authorize Bolton and Menk, 
Incorporated, to advertise for bids for the construction of a Multi-Bay Hangar at the Winsted Municipal 
Airport (10D).  Council Member Cafferty seconded the motion.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

b) Public Works Building – Boiler Purchase and Installation 
 
Mr. Schlagel stated that the boiler failed at the Public Works Building.  It is approximately twenty (20) years old and 
may be repaired for approximately $10,500 or replaced for approximately $20,000.00.  The City’s current Heating 
Ventilation and Air Conditioning (HVAC) contractor recommends replacement. 
 

 Council Member Weinbeck-Baruch motioned to authorize the City Administrator to execute Proposal No. 
AN-2026-035 from Schwickert’s Tecta America for the purchase and installation of a Lochinvar high 
Efficiency Boiler at the Public Works Building, for an amount not to exceed $19,896.00.  Council Member 
Ollig seconded the motion.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 
6) No Open Forum 
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7) City Administrator Updates and Announcements 

 
Mr. Schlagel made the following updates and announcements. 
• The Public Works employees have been working varied hours to clean up after recent snowstorms. 
• The Hainlin Park Pavillion project is open for bidding. 
• The Planning Commission will consider a parking lot for Millerbernd Manufacturing at a meeting on March 30, 

2026. 
 

8) Adjourn 
  

Council Member Cafferty motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Council Member Ollig seconded the motion.  
Motion carried 5-0. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 6:15 p.m. 
 

 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Jeff Albers 
Mayor 
City of Winsted 
 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Raquel Kirchoff, CMC 
City Clerk-Treasurer 
City of Winsted 

 
 
 


